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TSA LGBT Youth Group Celebrates 

15 Years of Service, Schedules 

Community Reception for Sept. 28 

 

   The Tri-State Alliance Youth Group started meet-

ing in August of 1998 after a series of anti-gay hate 

crimes occurred against gay youth in the Downtown 

Evansville. As a direct result, the Tri-State Alliance 

created the TSA Youth Group for lesbian, gay, bisex-

ual, transgender, queer, questioning youth under the 

age of 21 and their straight supportive friends. 

   The group has had many accomplishments during 

that time, from trips to Chicago, staging a pro-LGBT 

marriage rally, testifying before the Vanderburgh 

County Commissioners in favor of an ordinance that 

adds sexual orientation and gender identity to  the lo-

cal non-discrimination ordinance, walking in the Su-

san Komen Race for the Cure and ML King Jr. Day 

march. 

  We could not have had this success without you, our 

strongest supporters. 

   Our youth group now meets every Saturday at 7pm 

at our offices at 501 John Street Suite 5 in Downtown 

Evansville.  On Friday, Sept. 28 we invite and en-

courage you to attend our Open House, to see our of-

Indiana Marriage Equality 

is Topic of Sept. 17 PFLAG 
   The battle over adding a discriminatory ban on LGBT 

marriage into Indiana’s Constitution will be topic of dis-

cussion at the Tuesday, Sept. 17 meeting of PFLAG 

(Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays) at 

7pm at the 1st Presbyterian Church, 609 SE 2nd St. in 

Downtown Evansville.  Members and supporters of the 

LGBT community are invited to attend and find out how 

they can make a difference in Indiana and right here in 

Evansville. For more information please contact Wally 

Paynter at wallypaynter@aol.com or 812-480-0204. 

fices and meet the members of our youth group. 

   There is no cost to attend.  Those who would 

like to make a donation can send a check to the 

TSA Youth Group, PO Box 2901, Evansville, IN 

47728 or donate on-line at www.TSAGL.org. 

TSA Presented Brickhouse Owner Bret Ashby  (top 

photo) with the Thomas R. Earley Humanitarian 

Award for all of the support he has given to the local 

LGBT communities. TSA Vice  President Kelley 

Coures (bottom left) presents Rachel Decker and TSA 

VP Stephanie Decker with the TSA Volunteer Award 

for all of their volunteer hours and hard work helping 

the Tri-State Alliance AIDS Holiday Project and the 

TSA Youth Group. 





Friday Sept. 27 is National Gay 

Men’s HIV Awareness Day 
 

Help Make Condom Kits at 

the Brickhouse 6-8pm 
Free pizza will be provided by TSA 

TSA continues to thank the Brickhouse for distributing our newsletter, for distributing 

our safer sex kits, sponsoring our pride picnic, hosting fundraisers for local LGBT or-

ganizations, and sponsoring low-income families impacted by HIV / AIDS through 

the Tri-State AIDS Holiday Project. The Brickhouse’s support of OUR 

community is unique & unmatched by any nightclub in the Tri-State! 

AIDS Holiday Project 

Car Wash 
Saturday, Sept. 14, 10am—3pm, CVS 

Corner of US Highway 41 & 

 Washington Avenue 

 

Co-sponsored by the 1st Presbyterian 

Senior High & TSA Youth Groups 

 

Can’t attend? Donate online at www.AIDSHolidayProject.org or send a 

check to TSA Holiday Project, PO Box 2901, Evansville, IN 47728 

http://www.roselandparkbaptist.org/templates/System/details.asp?id=38020&PG=Events&CID=1018534&rDate=2011-04-29


TSA Youth Group Interviews  

Interview with Jennifer (Jen) Goebel 
I am a 16 year old lesbian and I live with my girlfriend Sid. I first real-

ized I was a lesbian when I was in the 2nd grade. Many of my families 

and friends dropped me like a hot rock, and some eventually came 

around. My TRUE friends didn’t care at all! My long-term plans are to 

graduate early from high school, go immediately to college, graduate, 

and get happily married to my girlfriend (after it is legal, of course). 

Then I want to have kids. The biggest change I would love to see for the 

LGBT in our area is to legalize same sex marriage.  I was introduced to 

TSA by my friend who is now my girlfriend.  I heard how great it was, then I went. It is a 

safe and ‘normal’ place for LGBT to be and have fun.  TSA Youth Group means so much to 

me, I go every change I get.  And I love it! 

Interview with Randi Sid Hall 
I am an 18 year old lesbian that lives in Evansville. My family has always 

supported me. I first realized my sexual orientation when I was in middle 

school.  My family and friends dealt with me being a lesbian pretty well. 

My longer term plans are to marry my girlfriend Jen. My goal for the 

LGBT community is to legalize same-sex marriage.  I first came to TSA 

about 5 years ago. I heard about the Pride Prom, then I started going to 

the youth group. I felt very welcome, and totally comfortable.  The TSA 

Youth Group has meant a lot to me, it’s like my 2nd home. 

Interview with Tiana Kennedy 
I am 18. I live in Evansville and I am trying to figure my-

self out. I dropped out of school and am now trying to get 

my life together. I realized I was different when I was 5. It 

was not spoken about in my family so I had no idea what 

being LGBT meant. When I came out all of my friends 

were accepting. I feel as if I lead the way for some of them 

to come out as well.  Some of my family is supportive, 

some not as much. In the next year I want to get my life to-

gether and get an apartment with my best friend, Nathaniel. In the longer-term I want to find 

a partner to settle down with.  I would like to see Indiana become more accepting of the 

LGBT communities. My first experience at the TSA Youth Group was coming with a girl I 

was dating. Everyone was very friendly and accepting.  The TSA Youth Group is a safe      

haven for me to be who I am without any worries. 







www.drugfreecounty.org/race 





“How Marriage Equality is Changing the 

Constitution” Will Be the Constitution Day 

Lecture at UE on Thursday, Sept. 19 
   “How Marriage Equality is Changing the Constitution” Will Be the Constitution 

Day Lecture on Thursday, Sept. 19 at 7pm in the Smythe Lecture Hall (SB170) of the 

Schroeder Family School of Business University of Evansville campus. The talk will 

be given by  Steve Sanders, Associate Professor of Law at Indiana University in 

Bloomington.   

   Steve Sanders joined the Maurer School of Law faculty in January 2013, teaching in 

areas of constitutional and public law. His current scholarship focuses on issues af-

fecting same-sex couples and their families at the intersection of constitutional law, 

conflict of laws, federalism, and family law. He also has interests in higher education 

law and academic freedom. 

   Sanders began his career as an administrative staff member at IU Bloomington, 

serving as Assistant to the Chancellor and Assistant Dean of the College of Arts Sciences. He then earned his J.D. 

from the University of Michigan, where he was an articles editor on the law review and received the Bates Memo-

rial Scholarship, the law school's highest award to graduating seniors. He clerked for the Hon. Terence T. Evans of 

the 7th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. Sanders practiced for four years with the Supreme Court and appellate liti-

gation group at Mayer Brown LLP in Chicago, where he became the firm's most-junior attorney to present a U.S. 

Supreme Court argument in a paid client matter. He has represented, among other clients, the ACLU, the American 

Association of University Professors, and groups of university faculty members. 

   Before coming to Indiana, Sanders taught at the University of Chicago Law School as a lecturer and at Michigan 

Law as a visiting assistant professor. In addition to his scholarly publications, he has written for The Huffington 

Post, SCOTUSBlog, the Chronicle of Higher Education, and other print and online media. 



For Sale:  Split, seasoned firewood 
50% ash, 30% cherry, 20% oak and other hardwoods. Free delivery within 

Evansville.  All proceeds are donated to one of the following charities 

(your choice):  United Methodist Youth Home, Old North United Methodist 

Church 2014 Youth Mission Trip , St. Matthew's Food Pantry, or the Tri-

State AIDS Holiday Project.  Summer rate:  $85/pick-up load.  After Octo-

ber 1st:  $95/pick-up load. Cash only please.  

Contact: Bruce Wright, 422-9155, anbrwright@insightbb.com  

Be sure and stop by the TSA 

membership & information table. 

http://us-mg5.mail.yahoo.com/compose?to=anbrwright@insightbb.com


TSA Sponsors a Successful 

6th Annual Celebrity Dinner! 

TSA thanks the entire community for its support, Bruce Wright who received the Thomas R. Earley Humanitarian 

Award, and the winners of the Waiter Tip Competition, Brad Ellsworth 1st Place David Wedding 2nd place. 



More 6th Annual TSA Celebrity Dinner Pictures 



More 6th Annual TSA Celebrity Dinner Pictures 







TSA volunteer Alex Kessler finds a skirt he 

likes at the 1st Annual AIDS Holiday Project 

Rummage Sale, which netted $2,000 for our 

project. TSA thanks all the volunteers, donors 

and shoppers; Stephanie & Rachel Decker for 

coordinating the event; and St. Lucas United 

Church of Christ for hosting the event. We 

have 2 co-chairs for next year’s rummage sale, 

and we are looking for 1 or 2 more co-chairs. 

To volunteer, contact Wally Paynter at 812-

480-0204 or wallypaynter@aol.com. 



Save these Dates 

 

National Coming Out Day Rally 

Saturday, Oct. 12, 2013 
Tentative Location: 4 Freedoms Monument, 

Downtown Evansville 

 

TSA Halloween Dance 
Friday, Oct. 25, 7pm—12 midnight 

Evansville Airport Holiday Inn 
7101 Highway 41 North, Cost: $10 per person to attend 

 

TSA Pride Prom 
Friday, March 15, 2014 

7pm—12 midnight 

Evansville Airport Holiday Inn 
7101 Highway 41 North 

Cost: $10 per person to attend 

TSA Project Co-

Chairs Needed 
 

Tri-State AIDS Holiday Project.  Help coordi-

nate this project that serves 375 low-income households 

impacted by HIV / AIDS in 36 counties in our region. 

 

TSA Online / Email Communications, help 

manage our online communications, web site and social 

media. We do have one co-chair, and need an additional 

co-chair. 

 

2014 AIDS Holiday Project Rummage Sale. 
Help coordinate this annual rummage sale. We have 2 

co-chairs, and need additional help. 

 

2014 TSA Pride Month, help coordinate the re-

gional pride picnic and other activities. 

 

To volunteer, please contact Wally 

Paynter at wallypaynter@aol.com or 

812-480-0204. 

 

Owensboro 

TSA 

Meeting 

 

Monday, Sept. 16, 7pm 

New Hope UCC 

1010 E. 4th Street 
 



Save the Date 

Southern IL AIDS 

Candlelight Vigil 
Thursday, Dec. 5, 6pm 

SIUC Student 

Health Center 



You are Invited to Attend 

TSA Youth Group 

Open House 
Saturday, Sept. 28, 7-9pm 
TSA Offices, 501 John Street Suite 5, Evansville 

Help us celebrate the 15th Anniversary of the TSA Youth 

Group, serving LGBT youth and their straight supportive 

friends under the age of 21 throughout the Tri-State region. 

 

No cost to attend. 

 

Donations can be sent to the TSA Youth Group, PO Box 2901, 

Evansville, IN 47728 or made online at www.TSAGL.org  

 

We are also seeking donations of coca cola products and water 
 




