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National Spotlight Shines on 

Indiana Anti-LGBT Marriage 

Constitutional Amendment 
     The fight over Indiana’s proposed Marriage Discrimination Amendment is taking the center 

of the national debate on LGBT marriage rights this January.  If the amendment to the Indiana 

Constitution passes the Indiana General Assembly this session, it will appear on the November 

2014 ballot.  With a republican super-majority in both chambers of the Indiana General Assem-

bly, this is a tough battle but one that marriage rights supporters are fighting. 

   The Tri-State Alliance encouraged Hoosiers to contact their legislators and encourage them to 

vote NO on HJR-6.  We also encourage you to write a letter to both legislators that represent you 

asking them to vote no.  The address for both the Indiana House and the Indiana Senate is 200 

W. Washington Street, Indianapolis, IN 46204.  Call your representative at 800-382-9842 and 

your senator at 800-382-9467.  To find out who represents you, visit www.in.gov/legislative/ 

   The Tri-State Alliance is also encouraging its members to attend the local 

Meet Your Legislator meeting on Saturday, Jan. 11 at 9am in the Browning 

Rooms of Evansville’s Central Library.  Only two people can speak on a topic, 

however this is a great chance to show our support and talk to our  elected represent-

atives both before and after the meeting.  There will also be meet your legislator ses-

sions on Feb. 8 and March 8. 



Evansville Mayor & City Council Oppose HJR-6, 
Constitutional Amendment Banning Same Sex Marriage & Civil Unions 
EVANSVILLE — The Evansville City Council took a stand Monday (Dec. 16) against putting a definition of 

marriage in Indiana’s constitution. A resolution stating the council’s opposition to HJR-6, which would amend 

the constitution to state “only a marriage between one man and one woman shall be valid or recognized as a 

marriage in Indiana” and ban civil unions, passed 9-0. It will be given to the General Assembly. 

   The Council has eight Democrats and one Republican. Mayor Lloyd Winnecke, a Republican, wrote to area 

legislators last week taking the same position. 

The Council's resolution was introduced by all 

nine members. 

   Approval of a constitutional amendment by 

the General Assembly would mean a 

statewide vote. Councilwoman Stephanie 

Brinkerhoff-Riley, D-3rd Ward, said a pro-

longed statewide debate would be divisive and 

flood airwaves with special interest advertis-

ing from outside Indiana. Existing law states 

that only a male and female may be married in 

Indiana, and Brinkerhoff-Riley said the fight 

over a constitutional amendment “is an unnec-

essary exercise and a waste of money ... It’s 

just going to hijack our state for the next 

year.” 

   The Council’s resolution states that 

“discrimination in any form adversely impacts the ability of industry to attract the best employees” and the 

Council’s obligation is to “promote economic development and to insure that industry is not discouraged from 

doing business in the City of Evansville.” Jim Braker addressed the Council in opposition to the resolution, say-

ing the “people should decide” whether the constitution is amended. 

Brenda Bergwitz agreed with Braker and said “we have a responsibility to our younger generation” to promote 

traditional marriage and uphold “morals of God.” 

   Many other people at the Council meeting supported the resolution, standing and applauding after the 9-0 

vote. 

Glenda Walden, pastor of Unity Church of Evansville, said she left Indiana years ago “because I found it closed-

minded and prejudiced. But I came home ... and I stand before you proud.” 

   Tri-State Alliance Board President Wally Paynter told the City Council that passing such a resolution “takes 

courage, and you’re showing it.” 

   Marvaline Prince said that as an African-American, “I know what discrimination feels like. Everybody should 

be treated fairly and equally.” 

   Wendy Link told the City Council that it’s her hope “this can be a nonissue in the future, and everyone can be 

happy.” 

   Winnecke’s office has received several public comments about the issue since the mayor released his state-

ment last week. A majority of those comments favored Winnecke’s stance, said Ella Johnson-Watson, his 

spokeswoman. 

By John Martin of the Evansville Courier & Press 

Evansville Meet Your Legislators Sessions are 

on Saturdays, Jan. 11, Feb. 8 and March 8 

http://www.courierpress.com/news/topic/lloyd-winnecke/
http://www.courierpress.com/news/topic/stephanie-brinkerhoff-riley/
http://www.courierpress.com/news/topic/stephanie-brinkerhoff-riley/


PLEASE ATTEND 
 

Evansville Meet Your Legislator Sessions 

Saturdays, Jan. 11,  

Feb. 8 and March 8 

   9:15—11am, doors open at 9am 
Evansville’s Central Library Browning Rooms 

_______________________________________ 

GREATER EVANSVILLE PFLAG 
The Greater Evansville PFLAG meets the 3rd Tuesday of the month 

at 7pm at the 1st Presbyterian Church, 609 SE 2nd Street, Down-

town Evansville.  Meetings are co-sponsored by the Tri-State Alli-

ance.  Upcoming topics include:  
 

Tuesday, Jan. 21  

Tax Issues for LGBT Married Couples  

Presented by Nancy Erwin 

 

Tuesday, Feb. 18 

HJR-6 by Freedom Indiana 

 

Tuesday, March 18 

Suicide Prevention by Deaconess Cross Pointe 

 



Evansville Obituary: 

 John 'Rick' Frederick Barter 

 

      John Frederick "Rick" Barter died December 27, 2013, at Deaconess Hospi-

tal, from complications of Parkinson's Disease.  He was 66. 

   The son of John P. and Kathryn (Weiss) Barter, Rick was a life-long West Sid-

er who claimed to have been attending Fall Festivals "since before I was born." 

He was a 1965 graduate of Central High School and a 1970 graduate of Universi-

ty of Evansville. For the past 12 years Rick worked for the State of Indiana as a property tax hearing ap-

peals judge, until poor health forced him to retire earlier this year.  

   But he was a newspaperman at heart, beginning his career at the Evansville Courier before he was out 

of school and moving later to the Evansville Sunday Courier and Press, where he worked for more than 

20 years, rising through the ranks from general assignment reporter, sports and entertainment writer/

theater critic, culminating in the rank of news editor when the Sunday paper closed in 1986.  During his 

career, he influenced a generation of young reporters, some of whom have since made their own marks 

in larger media markets across the country. 

   Rick was a consummate storyteller who will be best remembered for his broad range of interests, his 

intellectual prowess, prolific writing skills (especially under deadline), and rapier wit. He was active for 

many years with Evansville Civic Theatre, the Jacobsville Neighborhood Association and in local Dem-

ocratic politics. He joined the Catholic Faith in 2008, and became a member of St. Mary Catholic 

Church where he was active in his support of the Rainbow Catholics in Christ organization and St. Vin-

cent DePaul Society. 

   In addition to his parents, Rick's brother, Gene, and a niece, Amanda, preceded him in death. He is 

survived by his companion, Robert Minar; close friend, Dr. Jane Hormuth; his sister-in-law, Susie Bar-

ter; and niece, Stacy Barter; his aunt, Hilda Hitch; and numerous cousins, including Pat Carter, Danny 

Carter, Mary Ellen Campbell, Mary June Hanson, Paul Weiss and Bruce, Steve and Sam Barter, in addi-

tion to a host of close friends and former colleagues. 

Rick's friends and family wish to thank Norma Roll and the staff at the Rathbone Retirement Home for 

their compassionate care for Rick in his final 

weeks of life. Funeral services will be at 10 

a.m. Thursday, January 2, 2014, at St. Mary 

Catholic Church, Father Steven Lintzenich offi-

ciating. Cremation and interment will be at a 

later date. There will be visitation from 2 to 4 

p.m. Wednesday at Alexander Funeral Home-

West Chapel. In lieu of flowers, memorial con-

tributions can be made to St. Mary Catholic 

Church, outreach ministries, or the Vander-

burgh County Humane Society. 

Condolences may be made online at 

www.AlexanderWestChapel.com. 

 

Evansville First Lady Carol McClintock poses with Rick Barter and  

Barry Manilow after the Manilow concert on June 26, 2013. 

 

http://www.AlexanderWestChapel.com


Nelson Mandela: LGBT rights champion 
By Jonathan Capehart 
   As we celebrate the life of Nelson 

Mandela, who died yesterday (Dec. 5 

2013)  at the age of 95, I want to make 

sure he is heralded for doing something 

no other head of government has ever 

done. As the first president of post-

apartheid South Africa in 1996, Man-

dela ushered in that nation’s new consti-

tution, which included protection from 

discrimination based on sexual orienta-

tion. The first of its kind. 

Chapter 2, Section 9 of the Bill of 

Rights is clear. “Everyone is equal be-

fore the law and has the right to equal 

protection and benefit of the law.” This 

is an echo of the 14th Amendment to the 

U.S. Constitution ratified in 1868. But 

the South African constitution goes a 

step farther.  

“Everyone is equal before the law” is 

defined in subsection 3. 

    The state may not unfairly discrimi-

nate directly or indirectly against any-

one on one or more grounds, including race, gender, sex, pregnancy, marital status, ethnic or social 

origin, colour, sexual orientation, age, disability, religion, conscience, belief, culture, language and 

birth. 

    The antecedents of this historic action were chronicled by Phumi Mtetwa, co-founder of the 

South African National Coalition for Gay and Lesbian Equality (NCGLE), and by Albie Sachs, who 

was appointed to the Constitutional Court of South Africa by Mandela in 1994 and served until 

2009. In short, a policy of non-discrimination based on sexual orientation was adopted during an 

African National Congress conference in 1990. “[S]o when it came to the drafting of the new con-

stitution,” Sachs said in an interview last year with the magazine Global, “the ANC recommended 

that the grounds of unfair discrimination – which included race, colour, creed, sex and disability – 

also included sexual orientation.” 

    The new constitution, adopted in May 1996, led to the end of the ban on gay men and lesbians 

serving openly in the South African military. And that historic document laid the groundwork for a 

historic 2005 court ruling written by Sachs that legalized same-sex marriage in the Rainbow Na-

tion. 

    This is why leaders of American lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender rights groups were quick 

to mourn Mandela’s loss. As Kevin Cathcart of Lambda Legal told the indefatigable Chris Geidner 

of BuzzFeed, “Every one of us who continues the fight for equality and civil rights in our own com-

munities labors in the shadows of this man.” 

Follow Jonathan on Twitter: @Capehartj 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/jonathan-capehart/2011/02/24/AB1tR7I_page.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/grief-deep-admiration-expressed-worldwide-for-the-revered-nelson-mandela/2013/12/06/0d59755c-5e34-11e3-be07-006c776266ed_story.html
http://www.info.gov.za/documents/constitution/1996/96cons2.htm#9
http://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution/amendmentxiv
http://mg.co.za/article/2013-07-05-00-bill-of-rights-allows-rainbow-flag-to-fly-proudly-over-our-rainbow-nation
http://www.constitutionalcourt.org.za/site/judges/justicealbiesachs/index1.html
http://www.global-briefing.org/2012/10/lgbt-rights-were-integrated-into-the-vision-of-a-new-south-africa-in-which-people-were-respected-for-who-they-were/
http://www.csmonitor.com/1996/0529/052996.intl.intl.4.html
http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZACC/2005/19.pdf
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/11/30/AR2006113001370.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-10734471
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-10734471
http://www.buzzfeed.com/chrisgeidner/american-leaders-praise-nelson-mandelas-contributions-to-adv
http://www.buzzfeed.com/chrisgeidner/american-leaders-praise-nelson-mandelas-contributions-to-adv
https://twitter.com/CapehartJ


Nelson Mandela fought against 

AIDS/HIV as a human right issue 
By Danielle Restuccia  
 

   Nelson Mandela undoubtedly steered the world’s course for the better, changed the curve of history and 

defined the fight against AIDS/HIV as a human right issue. 

   While the world mourns the loss of a leader in racial equality, the man who effectively brought apartheid 

to a close in South Africa, we’re also losing a leader in the fight against AIDS and HIV.  When Nelson 

Mandela stepped down from political office in 1999, he stepped into a new role as an advocate for AIDS 

awareness and prevention. His work in that realm continues to help South Africa, as well as the entire Afri-

can continent, fight the epidemic. 

Growth of AIDS and HIV 
   In the mid-90s, the AIDS epidemic was on a meteoric rise in South Africa, with few research or preven-

tative services available. According to South Africa History Online, the number of infected citizens in the 

country rose by 60% in just two years, from 1991-1993. By the late 1990s, infection had spread in sub-

Saharan Africa to such an extent that 1 in 4 adults in Botswana was infected, with up to 40% of pregnant 

women carrying HIV. 

According to BBC, knowledge was so scant that even Nelson Mandela’s later vice president, Thabo 

Mbeki, was unsure about the connection between HIV and AIDS. South Africa’s Health minister in 1999, 

Manto Tshabalala Msimang, suggested treatments including garlic and beetroot, raising the ire of many 

who were frustrated by the lack of antiretroviral medicines. 

Providing a Spark 
   Though Mandela had not focused on the AIDS epidemic during his presidency, when he stepped down 

from office in 1999 he took action. Part of his fight was to reverse the culture of shame and silence sur-

rounding AIDS: many South Africans were fearful of mentioning the disease, despite its prevalence. 

    In contrast to that attitude, Mandela declared the situation a “human rights issue,” according to the Huff-

ington Post, and said that people needed to be able to speak openly about the disease. 

   In 2000, Mandela announced his intent to face the problem head-on, stating that South Africa needed a 

combined program of abstinence, condom-use, early treatment, counseling, and medications to help reduce 

disease transmission from mother to child. A few years later, in 2003, he launched the “46664” campaign 

through the Nelson Mandela Foundation, with the goal being to raise money for research and medications. 

   As he spoke out, others began contributing to the campaign, helping to increase awareness of the prob-

lem and allowing South Africans to seek treatment without the burden of a heavy stigma. Michel Sidibe, 

the executive director of UNAIDS, told AFP that Mandela was “the one who really helped us break the 

conspiracy of silence” surrounding the HIV and AIDS epidemic. 

Mandela’s lasting impact 
    Across sub-Saharan Africa, the rate of fatality for AIDS-related illness declined by 32% from 2005-

2011, according to the Huffington Post, though South Africa still has one of the highest rates of HIV infec-

tion in the world. The Nelson Mandela Children’s Fund is currently working on building a hospital dedi-

cated to children in South Africa, using a donated portion of Mandela’s presidential salary. 

   Money raised from Mandela’s efforts continues to fund AIDS research in South Africa and across the 

continent, and the high-profile concerts put on by way of his 46664 campaign have alerted people of all 

ages, world-wide, of the urgency of this fight. 

   To say that Nelson Mandela will be missed is a gross understatement, but his legacy will live on for years 

to come. In the words of South Africa’s current president, Jacob Zuma, “This is indeed the moment of our 

deepest sorrow. Yet it must also be the moment of our greatest determination. A determination to live as 

Madiba has lived.” 

http://voxxi.com/author/lavoxdrestuccia/
http://voxxi.com/2013/12/05/nelson-mandela-dead-95/
http://www.sahistory.org.za/topic/hivaids-south-africa-timeline-1996-2000
http://voxxi.com/2012/12/09/antiretroviral-coverage-aids-patients/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-10529266


TSA December 2013 in Pictures 











Tri-State Alliance Memorial Contributions 

In Memory of THELMA (HOSKINSON) STRASSWEG 

Gail Riecken 



Get the expanded TSA 
Newsletter by email. Sign 

up at www.TSAGL.org  

TSA Office 

Needs Donations 
2 desks      new refrigerator 

CocaCola products & Bottled Water 
gently used computer / laptop  

‘college dorm’ size refrigerator 

 

To make a donation, contact  

Wally at 812-480-0204 or 

wallypaynter@aol.com. 

Keep up with us 

on FACEBOOK! 

 

‘Like’ the  

 

Tri-State Alliance  
 

and the  
 

Tri-State AIDS 

Holiday Project 



USI faculty senate votes to oppose amend-

ment banning gay marriage in Indiana 
By T.J. Parker -EVANSVILLE, IN (WFIE) -  

   On Friday, the University of Southern Indiana's 

faculty senate voted to oppose Indiana's proposed 

amendment banning gay marriage. 

   A lot of people made a trip to USI to see the fac-

ulty senates decision on the proposed amendment 

to Indiana's constitution that would ban any and all 

protections for same sex couples and their families. 

   Before the vote, students staged a 'stand in' 

against bill HJR-6. 

   Alex Kessler, who is a senior at USI, said he is 

excited that the University voted to oppose 

the proposed amendment. He thinks they're 

on the right side of history. 

   "It's not political," said Kessler. "They 

were saying that somebody is going to get 

hurt, but the only way somebody would get 

hurt is if they didn't opposed this because it 

is not affecting the people that are for it." 

   Three of the faculty senate members vot-

ed not to take a stance on the matter. The 

other two voted to abstained. 14 News tried 

reaching out to those members, but they de-

clined to comment. 

Thank you posted by Bud Shipley 

on the TSA Facebook Page: 
 

Thank you TSA and the many donors throughout the Tri-State 

 Communities that donated to and helped with the Tri-State Alliance 

AIDS Holiday Project. Everyone's kindness and generosity are very 

greatly appreciated. God Bless All who helped! 



For Sale: Split, 

seasoned firewood 
50% ash, 30% cherry, 20% oak and other hardwoods. Free delivery within Evans-

ville.  All proceeds are donated to one of the following charities (your 

choice):  United Methodist Youth Home, Old North United Methodist Church 2014 

Youth Mission Trip , St. Matthew's Food Pantry, or the Tri-State AIDS Holiday Pro-

ject.  $95/pick-up load. Cash only please.  
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January 2014  

 

 

Dear TSA members and friends, 

 

On behalf of the Tri-State Alliance, I want to thank you for another GREAT year!  We 

have seen many accomplishments this year, including: 

 

 The continuation of a successful TSA Youth Group and a record-breaking prom with 

over 750 students in attendance; 

 Successful events including a Celebrity Dinner and Red Party that supported the Tri-

State Alliance AIDS Holiday Project, which served over 380 households in 36 counties 

throughout the Tri-State; 

 We successfully engaged the Evansville Mayor, the City of Evansville City Council, the 

University of Evansville as well as the University of Southern Indiana Faculty Senate to 

take a stand opposing Indiana’s HJR-6, the Marriage Discrimination Amendment. 

 

We are looking forward to a year of even more successes in 2014, including having the 

youth group attend an LGBT film festival; work to bring more LGBT art, movies and theater 

to our area; work to fight the Indiana Marriage Discrimination Amendment; and other oppor-

tunities for our community. 

 

However, to do this we need YOUR support!  WE NEED DONATIONS TO HELP 

MAKE THIS HAPPEN.  You can make a donation online at www.TSAGL.org (on the 

main page click on donations and then hit donate now), or you can send a donation to the Tri-

State Alliance, PO Box 2901, Evansville, IN 47728.   All donations are tax-deductible to the 

full extent allowed by law, since TSA is a 501c3 not-for-profit organization. 

 

WE ARE ALSO LOOKING FOR DONATIONS OF SUCH ITEMS AS a gently used re-

frigerator, a computer, soft drinks and postage stamps.  Any help you can provide us would be 

GREATLY appreciated and make a real difference. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Wally Paynter, President 

Tri-State Alliance, Inc. 

812-480-0204, wallypaynter@aol.com 
 

http://www.TSAGL.org
mailto:wallypaynter@aol.com

