
Tri-State Alliance News 
www.TSAGL.org  May 2014   Vol. 32 Issue 5 

TSA Seeks Volunteers To 

Help Expand Services 

 

   The  Tri-State Alliance is seeking volunteers to 

help us expand our services. To volunteer, please 

contact Wally Paynter at wallypaynter@aol.com 

or 812-480-0204. 
   A volunteer night will be held on Wednesday, 

May 28 at 5pm at the TSA Offices, 501 John 

Street Suite 5 in Evansville. Volunteers will help 

make safer sex kits, assist with the mailing of the 

June Pride Edition of the TSA Newsletter, and talk 

about the potential volunteer positions in TSA. 

   Among some of the volunteer positions are: * 

AIDS Holiday Project Co-Chair * Arts and Thea-
ter Coordinator (help increase LGBT art and thea-

ter in our region) * Grant Writer * HIV Prevention 

Coordinator (find new locations for condom distri-

bution and help coordinate HIV educational 

events) *  Owensboro AIDS Walk Co-Chair * Re-

gional Gay/Straight Alliance Director (coordinate 

and support GSAs in the Tri-State and encourage / 
help new GSAs to form) * Social Media Coordina-

tor * Southern IL AIDS Walk Chair and Co-Chair 

* Vincennes AIDS Walk Co-Chair. 

Save the Date: 35th Annual TSA Pride Picnic 

is on Sunday, June 8 at Evansville’s Burdette Park. 

 

 

 

 

   On Thursday, May 15, please consider sending a donation to the TSA Youth 

Group, PO Box 2901, Evansville, IN 47728 OR donating online at 

www.TSAGL.org. Check out videos about the TSA Youth Group on May 15. 

‘Like’ the Tri-State Alliance on Facebook, follow us on twitter, subscribe to us 

on YouTube, and sign-up for email alerts at www.TSAGL.org. 

AIDS Candlelight Memorial 

Sunday, May 18, 2014, 7pm 
Zion United Church of Christ 

625 Allen Street, Owensboro 
A reception will follow the service 

 

A collection will be taken to benefit the  

Tri-State Alliance AIDS Holiday Project 



AIDS Candlelight Memorial Service 

Sunday, May 18, 2014, 7pm 

Zion United Church of Christ 

625 Allen Street, Owensboro, KY 

A reception will follow the service 
 

A collection will be taken to benefit the Tri-State Alliance 

AIDS Holiday Project  www.AIDSHolidayProject.org 
 







Owensboro LGBT Pride Picnic 
Sunday June 29, 12 noon – 6pm 
Panther Creek Park’s Feather Landing 
5160 Wayne Bridge Rd, Owensboro, KY 42301  

 

Sponsorships, volunteers, food donations and raffle items needed.  
Contact one of the following for more information:  Pride Co-Chairs Wes Luallen at 270

-903-4333 or wluallen@gmail.com, Stephanie Decker at 3statealliance@gmail.com or 

812-719-4633, or Wally Paynter at wallypaynter@aol.com or 812-480-0204. 



VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
Saturday, May 17, volunteers need to be 21 or older 

Sunday, May 18, 9:30am, volunteers of all ages are needed 

To volunteer, please contact: Amy at 812- 618-5365  





You are Invited to Attend 

Wally Paynter’s 
47th Birthday Party 

 

Saturday, May 31, 2014 

7-9pm, TSA Offices 
501 John Street Suite 5 in Evansville 

 

Cards are welcome, gifts are not 

Wanted: Donations are requested for the TSA Youth Group of 2 liters, 12 

packs and 24 packs of coca-cola products as well as Harvey Milk US Postage Stamps 
 

Can’t attend? Send a card to Wally c/o TSA,  

501 John Street Suite 5, Evansville, IN 47713 





TSA Postage Stamp Campaign 
The Harvey Milk 

Stamp is the 1st 

US Postage Stamp 

that Commemo-

rates one of the 1st 

openly-gay US 

elected officials.  

TSA encourages 

our supporters to 

purchase these 

stamps and  

donate them to 

TSA, PO Box 2901, 

Evansville, IN 

47728 OR drop them 

off at the TSA  

Offices, 501 John Street Suite 5 in Evansville.  Or 

mail a check donation to TSA or donate online at 

www.TSAGL.org, and note on the memo that the 

donation is for the purchase of stamps.  

The stamps will go on sale on May 22. 



The Normal Heart debuts on 

HBO on Sunday, May 25 
   Academy Award® nominee Mark Ruffalo (“The Kids Are All 

Right”), Matt Bomer (“White Collar”), Taylor Kitsch (“Lone Sur-

vivor”), Emmy® winner Jim Parsons (“The Big Bang Theory”), 

Alfred Molina (“An Education”) and Academy Award® winner 

Julia Roberts star in a Ryan Murphy film, HBO Films’ presentation 

of THE NORMAL HEART. 

   Directed by Emmy® winner Ryan Murphy (“Eat Pray Love,” “Glee”) and written by Acade-

my Award® nominee Larry Kramer (“Women in Love”), adapting his groundbreaking Tony 

Award-winning play of the same name, the drama tells the story of the onset of the HIV-AIDS 

crisis in New York City in the early 1980s, taking an unflinching look at the nation’s sexual pol-

itics as gay activists and their allies in the medical community fight to expose the truth about the 

burgeoning epidemic to a city and nation in denial.  

   Ruffalo portrays Ned Weeks, who witnesses first-hand a mysterious disease that has begun to 

claim the lives of many in his gay community and starts to seek answers. Matt Bomer plays Fe-

lix Turner, a reporter who becomes Ned’s lover. Taylor Kitsch plays Bruce Niles, a closeted in-

vestment banker who becomes a prominent AIDS activist. Jim Parsons plays gay activist Tom-

my Boatwright, reprising his role from the 2011 Broadway revival. Roberts plays physician Dr. 

Emma Brookner, a survivor of childhood polio who treats several of the earliest victims of HIV-

AIDS. Kramer’s play debuted at New York’s Public Theatre in 1985 and was revived in Los 

Angeles and London, and off-Broadway. The 2011 Broadway revival garnered five Tony nomi-

nations, winning for Best Revival, Best Featured Actor and Best Featured Actress. 

   THE NORMAL HEART debuts SUNDAY, MAY 25 at 9:00 p.m. (ET/PT) (8pm Central 

Time), exclusively on HBO.  



 

   It’s taken 30 years for Larry Kramer’s incendiary play The Normal Heart to make it to the screen. Heart, which premi-

ered in 1985 and had a 2011 Tony--winning revival on Broadway, is one of the first literary works to tackle the AIDS crisis 

and boldly criticize the lack of government -support to fight the disease. In this week’s EW cover story, the cast and crew 

talk about the challenges of bringing Heart to life, the transformative production, and their hopes for the film’s legacy.  

   Despite involvement from names like Barbra Streisand, who owned the rights for 10 years, The Normal Heart appeared 

to be destined for only theater until Glee co-creator Ryan Murphy acquired the rights in 2009 with his own money. “I really 

believed in it,” explains Murphy, who first read the play in college and directed the film version. “Larry set a very high 

price. I gulped and said, ‘Okay,’ and bought it. I think he wanted to see, ‘Is this kid serious?’ And I was.” Kramer, who’s 

HIV-positive and currently recovering from unrelated medical complications, was unable to speak to EW but emailed that 

Heart made it to the screen “because of Ryan Murphy caring passionately about getting it made, abetted by [exec producer] 

Dante Di Loreto.”  

   Murphy and Kramer’s passion project will finally reach a mass audience when Heart makes its debut May 25 on HBO. It 

tells the heartbreaking story of writer Ned Weeks (Mark Ruffalo), the onscreen version of Kramer, who finds his boyfriend 

Felix (Matt Bomer) and his community hit by a then-unknown disease that’s later known as AIDS. Assisted by Emma 

(Julia Roberts), a doctor disabled by polio, and a makeshift group of activists, including Taylor Kitsch’s Bruce and Jim 

Parsons’ Tommy, Ned launches an anger-fueled crusade to alert the world to the growing epidemic. “It’s such a rich, im-

portant, cool part of American culture,” says Ruffalo. “It’s as cool as the hippies; it’s as cool as the civil rights movement. 

It has its heroes. It has its f—ing drama.”  

   It’s also the most mature and emotionally resonant project from Murphy, best known for his more audacious TV series, 

like American Horror Story. It’s representative of a more mature personal chapter for him as well: He and husband David 

Miller welcomed son -Logan a few months before shooting on Heart began. “My stuff before has been controversial be-

cause it is baroque,” Murphy admits. “My stuff is heightened. This was never heightened. I think it’s the first real straight-

forward drama I’ve done.”  

 

 

 









Get the expanded TSA 
Newsletter by email. Sign 

up at www.TSAGL.org  

TSA Office 

Needs Donations 
new refrigerator 

Coca-Cola products & Bottled Water 
gently used computer / laptop  

‘college dorm’ size refrigerator 

 

To make a donation, contact  

Wally at 812-480-0204 or 

wallypaynter@aol.com. 

Keep up with us 

on FACEBOOK! 

 

‘Like’ the  

 

Tri-State Alliance  
 

and the  
 

Tri-State AIDS 

Holiday Project 



SAVE THE DATES: 
TSA Pride Picnic, Sunday, June 8 

TSA Halloween Dance, Friday Oct. 17  

TSA Pride Prom, Saturday, April 11, 2015 





SAVE THE DATES: 
35th Annual TSA Pride 

Picnic, Burdette 
Park, Sunday, June 8 

 

TSA Halloween Dance, Friday Oct. 17  
 

TSA Pride Prom, Saturday, April 11, 2015 



For Sale: Split, 

seasoned firewood 
50% ash, 30% cherry, 20% oak and other hardwoods. 

Free delivery within Evansville.  All proceeds are do-

nated to your choice of the following charities:  United 

Methodist Youth Home, Old North United Methodist Church 

2014 Youth Mission Trip , St. Matthew's Food Pantry, or the 

Tri-State AIDS Holiday Project.  $95/pick-up load. 

Cash only please. Contact: Bruce Wright 
(812)422-9155  anbrwright@insightbb.com  

http://us-mg5.mail.yahoo.com/compose?to=anbrwright@insightbb.com


VU Pride Drag Show a Success! 

Jasper AIDS Walk is a Success! 
The Patoka Valley HIV / AIDS Community Action Group held their 

annual AIDS Walk on Saturday, April 26. Wally Paynter was the top 

fundraiser at the event,  VU Jasper CAB / SGA Team had the most 

walkers, and Phi Theta Kappa was the team that raised the most mon-

ey. Donations can still be made to this great charity by mailing a check 

to Patoka Valley HIV CAG, PO Box 411, Jasper, IN 47547. 



150 Attend 5th Annual Vincennes AIDS Walk 



125 Attend 15th Annual Southern IL AIDS Walk 



Southern Illinois AIDS Memorial 

Seeks to Increase Public’s Help 

 

By Nick Mariano of the Southern 
CARBONDALE -- A candlelight memorial Sunday (April 27) for those with HIV and AIDS served to 

remind Southern Illinoisans the disease is very present in the region. And it has been for some time now, 

with the number of those infected rising. 

   “People forget it is here in Southern Illinois,” said Wally Paynter, chair of the Southern Illinois AIDS 

Holiday Project. “It impacts everybody. People don’t want to talk about it.” The memorial service, held at 

the Church of the Good Shepherd United Church of Christ, was intended to involve more people in the 

HIV and AIDS fight and to raise money for the Holiday Project. 

About 30 people attended the service. 

   “It sends a message that people need to be passionate. It’s here,” said Paynter, whose organization 

serves 150 low-income households in the 19 southernmost counties of Illinois. The project provides food, 

clothing, gifts and other essentials for families impacted by the disease. In a portion of the memorial ser-

vice entitled, “Realities and Resources,” Steven St. Julian said services 30 years ago for patients and their 

families were rare if they existed at all. 

   Services such as the Southern Illinois Care Connect program and others across the nation eventually 

arose out of anger because of a lack of care, said St. Julian. He is an HIV Outreach and Prevention coor-

dinator at the Jackson County Health Department’s HIV Division, which houses Care Connect. 

   More care is needed as more patients are in need. Care Connect sees about 200 clients at any given 

time. The number used to be lower than 100. Many new cases involve young people. St. Julian said pro-

grams like Care Connect help patients with treatment, medication and the emotional strain that comes 

with the disease. It is help that can be hard to find in a society that still tends to shun patients, he said. 

   “Isn’t that sad,” he said while speaking at the service. “We are 30 years into this horror and it is still the 

one disease that has this stupid, unforgivable stigma put on it.” Sunday’s service included readings, music 

and an opportunity to memorialize those who have died or been affected by the disease with the lighting 

of candles, prayer and on an AIDS quilt. Several churches were also represented at the memorial. 

   The Rev. Sonja L. Ingebritsen of the Church of the Good Shepherd encouraged everyone to contribute 

to the quilt even if they didn’t have a person in mind. Any name 

would do. “There will be somebody that name represents,” she said. 



8pm—midnight, $10 cover charge 
All donations benefit the Tri-State Alliance AIDS Holiday Project 

ALL ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND 
Best Costume in White $50 prize 

Cash bar (must have ID), all ages welcome 

Dress code: White 

 

Search  “The White Party: HIV-AIDS Awareness 

Benefit” on Facebook for link to purchase tickets online 



Southern IL Activists Protest Anti-

LGBT Billboards Near Marion, IL 



GLMA Executive Director Hector Vargas 

Issues Statement Regarding the Departure 

of HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius 

    From the moment she was confirmed as Sec-

retary of the US Department of Health and Hu-

man Services (HHS), Kathleen Sebelius has 

been a strong partner for LGBT health equality. 

Under Secretary Sebelius's leadership, HHS has 

implemented significant advances for the health 

and well-being of LGBT Americans. Her many 

accomplishments in this area include ground-

breaking advances, including LGBT inclusion in 

Healthy People 2020, non-discrimination poli-

cies covering hospital visitation and certainly 

the inclusion of LGBT health issues within the 

implementation of the Affordable Care Act, such 

as improved data collection. Secretary Sebelius 

also established the LGBT Issues Coordinating 

Committee, which is comprised of senior repre-

sentatives from each division of HHS and has 

worked closely with the Secretary to develop 

and implement LGBT-related policies across the 

department. 

    Secretary Sebelius's vision of quality 

healthcare for all is fully inclusive of the LGBT community, and GLMA is deeply appreciative 

to her for her vision. We look forward to continuing our work with HHS to build on Secretary 

Sebelius' legacy of commitment to advancing LGBT health under the leadership of President 

Obama's nominee as HHS Secretary, Sylvia Mathews Burwell.  

PFLAG Meeting: Tuesday, May 20, 2014 

7pm, 1st Presbyterian Church 

609 SE 2nd Street, Downtown Evansville 

Topic: Transgender 101 

Presented by: Gender Warriors 



Where are the Watts? 
 

Weds. 4/30: Kanpai 7-9 (all ages)    

Fri. 5/2: Hacienda East 7-11  

Sat. 5/3: Stockyard 9:30-12:30    

Wed. 5/7: Hosting open mic at Deerhead 8-11 (all ages)  

Fri. 5/9: Hobo Jungle 9-12     

Sat. 5/10: Deerhead 9-12 (all ages)  

Wed. 5/14: Holiday Inn 6-10 (all ages)   

Fri. 5/16: Stockyard 9:30-12:30  

Wed. 5/21: Kanpai 7-9 (all ages)    

Fri. 5/23: Pistons 5-8  

Sat. 5/24: Bokeh Lounge 10-1    

Wed. 5/28: Holiday Inn 6-10 (all ages)  

Fri. 5/30: Stockyard Inn 9:30-12:30    

Sun. 6/1: Art show at Old Town 10-4 (all ages)  
 

facebook.com/musicbykatiewatts 

facebook.com/artbykatiewatts 
 



Musicians 

Needed for 

Benefit 
Wally’s Red Party, a benefit for HIV prevention supplies (condoms, dental 

dams, lubricant) will be held one of the following Sunday evenings:  

July 13, 20 or 27.  If you can donate your time and talents to perform, 

contact Wally Paynter at 812-480-0204 or wallypaynter@aol.com and let 

him know which date(s) you are available.  We hope to have the date  

finalized by May 26. 









Support the Tri-State Alliance 




