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TSA to Offer 

Valentine’s Day 

Lip-Singing 

Drag Queen Tel-

egrams on Feb. 

13 and 14. See 

the next-to-last 

page of the TSA 

Newsletter on 

information on how to order this Val-

entine’s Day Service. 

Fourteen members of the TSA Youth Group at-

tended the Bloomington Pride Film Festival on 

Jan. 31. TSA is looking for donations to continue 

to support the TSA Youth Group. Please send a 

check to the TSA Youth Group, PO Box 2901,  

Evansville, IN 47728 or donate online at 

www.TSAGL.org. 

PFLAG & TSA Working 

with US Dept. of Justice 
PFLAG and the Tri-State Alliance are working 

with the US Department of Justice on trainings on 

working with LGBT youth 

in our area. Please attend 

our next meeting on Tues-

day, Feb. 17 at 7pm at the 

1st Presbyterian Church, 

609 SE 2nd Street, Down-

town Evansville  to find out 

more information about this 

important effort. 







Southern IL AIDS Walk Sponsor Form 
www.CarbondaleAIDSWalk.com 

 

The Southern IL AIDS Walk will be held on Saturday, March 21, 2015 at 11am at the SIUC Newman Center, 715 S. 
Washington Street in Carbondale.  Registration will begin at 10am, and we will have a guest speaker at the walk.  Pro-
ceeds from the walk benefit the AIDS Holiday Project, which provides food, gifts, clothing, toys and grocery store gift 
cards for 150 low-income households impacted by HIV / AIDS in the 19 southern-most counties of Illinois.  All funds 
raised will go towards the purchase for grocery store gift cards for each of these households we are assisting.  Please 

help us by being a corporate sponsor for this event.  For only $100 you can have your group’s 
name or business name on the t-shirt.  Please check out our t-shirt sponsor-
ship level! 

Sponsorships Levels: 
 

$500 Presenting Sponsor 

 Have your name / logo above all event publicity including the t-shirt 
 Make a check presentation at the event 
 Have your banner (supplied by you) displayed at the event and/or carried in the walk.  

   If your group or business also has a team, you can be the team that leads the walk with your banner. 

 Have an information table in a premium location 
 Have a link from our event web site to your business / group web site 
 

$200 Supporting Sponsor  
 Have your name on all event publicity including the t-shirt 
 Have an information table at the event 
 Have a link from our event web site to your business /group web site 
 

$100 T-shirt sponsor  
 Have your business or group name on the AIDS Walk t-shirt 
 Have your business or group information on a general information table at the event 

Southern IL AIDS Walk Sponsorship Form 

 

Business / Group Name:     Contact Person: 
 
Street Address:      City:   State:  Zip: 
 
Phone Number:      E-mail address: 
 

Please make checks payable to Southern IL AIDS Walk 
Our federal ID number 35-1636272 and the Tri-State Alliance is our fiscal not-for-profit sponsor. 

Please mail to AIDS Walk Attn: Wally Paynter, 908 B Oak Street, Carmi, IL 62821 
Questions? Contact Wally at 812-480-0204 or wallypaynter@aol.com 

http://www.CarbondaleAIDSWalk.com
mailto:wallypaynter@aol.com




LGBT supporters gather to 

honor, mourn dead teen 
Rev. Phil Hoy & TSA Board Member Alex Kessler Spoke at the Vigil 

From the Evansville Courier & Press by Maddie West 

   Tears were swept from the faces of local LGBT supporters who gathered for a candlelight vigil in 

memory of transgender teen Leelah Alcorn, who committed suicide in Ohio on Dec. 28. 

   Members of the Greater Evansville Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays, Tri-State Alli-

ance, Tri-State Safe Zone and others gathered at First Presbyterian Church in Downtown Evansville on 

Tuesday to bring attention to lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender youth suicide. 

   “It’s very important that we have an event like this,” said TSA Board Member Alex Kessler. “There’s a 

trans community here and everywhere. We’re having this event to raise awareness as people, as a commu-

nity, as a society that we need to do better. We need to take care of people in the LGBT community.” 

   Kessler, who spoke at the event, said schools are the No. 1 place that need to adopt LGBT “safe zones.” 

   The 10 people who attended the meeting were given the opportunity to write Evansville Vanderburgh 

School Corp. School Board President Mike Duckworth a handwritten letter to suggest ways to make 

school systems more welcoming to LGBT students. “Schools are where the issues begin,” said Kessler. 

“The bullying, the judgment, it begins in schools.” 

   Alcorn’s suicide reportedly stemmed from bullying in school, as well as her parent’s disapproval of her 

transition to becoming a woman. Alcorn’s parents reportedly banned her best friend from attending the 

teen’s funeral services after the friend took to social media to publish posts about accepting Alcorn’s “true 

identity”, according to Amanda Harris, who attended the vigil. 

   “Unfortunately, they (Alcorn’s parents) buried her as someone she wasn’t,” said Harris. 

   Harris is a follower of the Tri-State Alliance Facebook page, and considers herself a friend of Alcorn’s. 

   “I was actually a follower of Leelah Alcorn’s Tumblr page. We’d actually connected a few times and it 

was extremely shocking when she ended her own life,” Harris said. 

   Alcorn scheduled her suicide note to appear on her Tumblr page following her death, Harris said. 

   “Sitting there and messaging her over and over several times in a row and getting no response and then 

several days later finding out that she had taken her own life was very sad for several of us,” Harris said. 

   If someone you know is struggling with self-identity or is having thoughts of suicide, the best thing to 

do is offer support, 

Kessler said. 

“Just be there for 

them. Be accepting, 

don’t judge, don’t 

push them. Just ac-

cept them no matter 

if they’re straight, 

bisexual, gay, lesbi-

an, trans,” Kessler 

said. “You just need 

to accept people and 

not question why 

they feel a certain 

way.” 



Several gather in Downtown Evansville to remember 

transgender teen who committed suicide 
By Brandon Bartlett, WFIE, 14news.com 

   You have probably seen the story about Leelah Alcorn on social media. The 17-year-old, born a 

male, was transgender and committed suicide in December. 

   She left behind a note saying, ‘My death needs to mean something.' 

   Several gathered in downtown Evansville Tuesday evening to remember Leelah and raise awareness 

of the struggle these teens go through. 

   One of them, Alex Kessler, who is a transgender resident of Evansville, shared his story. He told oth-

ers there are options for help. 

   He also stressed that the community needs to be aware that it plays a large role in helping gay, bi, 

and transgender youth “fit in” to society. 

   “A lot of them can't be themselves,” he said. “It took me a longtime to realize that. They repress it, 

they're scared to come out, and they don't have support. Support is huge. If you don't have that support, 

then you kind of feel along and the more you feel alone the more depression and all of that stuff sets in 

and then people do, they feel like there's no way out and they commit suicide.” 

   Leelah's note ended with, ‘Fix society, please.' Those in attendance Tuesday night vowed to help do 

just that. 

 

Candlelight Vigil Article from TriStateHomepage.com 
   A candlelight vigil is held at the First Presbyterian Church in downtown Evansville, in hopes to bring aware-

ness to the increase in youth suicide in gay and transgender teens. "There is support out there. There needs to 

be awareness. People need to be more accepting," says Wally Paynter. The glow of the candlelight is small, but 

the message is not. "We're trying to shed a light on what we are trying to speak about it, and we are trying to let 

people know that this is an issue that needs people's attention." Wally Paynter, President of The Tri-State Alli-

ance, says the organization and other groups, decided to come to-

gether to make a difference. They host a candlelight vigil to bring 

attention to lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender suicide issues. 

"Suicide has been an issue here in Vanderburgh County. We've had 

a higher rate than the national and state level," says Paynter. To-

night's glow comes in light of an Ohio transgender teen, who com-

mitted suicide last December. The group says there needs to be 

more acceptance of LGBT youth in the tri-state to put an end to the 

tragedy. "As people, as a community, and as society, we need to do 

better." Guest speaker Alex Kessler says everyone has a story, in-

cluding him. "That's why I chose to be open about my story. I want 

people to be educated. I want them to realize that there's more than 

just a label, there's a person, and there's a story," says Kessler. He 

was the first student at the University of Southern Indiana to come 

out as a transgender person. Kessler says it's an uphill battle, but 

coming together, even lighting a candle, is a step forward. "Whether 

it's just sitting with somebody, hanging out with somebody, whatev-

er. Just knowing that they have somebody is huge. They can then 

continue to do the things that they do, and be that awesome person. 

They can do whatever they choose to do because they know that 

they have people behind them." Organizers hope to make the vigil 

an annual event.  



TSA & TSA Youth Group Members Participated in 

a Variety of Martin Luther King Jr. Day Activities 



TSA Office / 

Youth Group 

Needs Donations 
 

Coca-Cola products 

Bottled Water 

Food for weekly meetings 

gently used computer / laptop 

Color Photocopier / Printer 

US Postage Stamps 

Donations for youth group 

special events 
(movies, bowling, theater events, putt putt golf, 

attending out-of town LGBT events)   

 

To make a donation, contact 

Wally at 812-480-0204 or 

wallypaynter@icloud.com 

 

Or send a check to TSA 

Youth Group, PO Box 

2901, Evansville, IN 

47728 or donate online at 

www.TSAGL.org 

The Southern Illinois 
AIDS Walk will have a 
volunteer meeting on 
Monday, Feb. 23 at 
7:30pm at Pagliai’s Piz-
za, 509 S. Illinois Ave. in Car-

bondale. Volunteers are needed to 

help recruit sponsors and teams for the 
March 21 Walk. Free pizza and soft 
drinks will be served. We hope you can 
attend! 







 

Support a worthy cause & shop online at 

www.broadwaycares.org 

 

 



For Sale: Split, seasoned 

FIREWOOD 
Free delivery within Evansville. All proceeds are donated to the Tri-State 

AIDS Holiday Project. $95/pick-up load. Cash only please. Contact Bruce 

Wright (812) 422-9155, anbrwright@twc.com  

https://us-mg5.mail.yahoo.com/compose?to=anbrwright@twc.com


TSA Seeks Volunteers To 

Help Expand Services 
 

 The Tri-State Alliance is seeking volunteers to help us expand our services. To  

volunteer, please contact Wally Paynter at wallypaynter@aol.com or 812-480-0204. 

 A volunteer night will be held on Wednesday, May 28 at 5pm at the TSA Offices, 

501 John Street Suite 5 in Evansville. Volunteers will help make safer sex kits, assist 

with the mailing of the June Pride Edition of the TSA Newsletter, and talk about the 

potential volunteer positions in TSA. 

 Among some of the volunteer positions are: * AIDS Holiday Project Co-Chair * Arts 

and Theater Coordinator (help increase LGBT art and theater in our region) * Grant 

Writer * HIV Prevention Coordinator (find new locations for condom distribution and 

help coordinate HIV educational events) * Owensboro AIDS Walk Co-Chair * Re-

gional Gay/Straight Alliance Director (coordinate and support GSAs in the Tri-State 

and encourage / help new GSAs to form) * Social Media Coordinator * Southern IL 

AIDS Walk Chair and Co-Chair * Vincennes AIDS Walk Co-Chair. 



SAVE THE DATES: 

Southern IL AIDS Walk, Saturday, March 21, 2015 

www.CarbondaleAIDSWalk.org 
Vincennes AIDS Walk, Saturday, March 28, 2015 

www.VincennesAIDSWalk.org 
TSA Pride Prom Saturday, April 11, 2015 

Vincennes TSA Pride Prom, Saturday, April 18, 2015 
TSA Pride Picnic Sunday, June 14, 2015 

TSA Owensboro Pride Picnic Sunday June 28 2015 
TSA Celebrity Dinner, Sunday, Aug. 16, 2015 
TSA Halloween Dance, Saturday, Oct. 31, 2015 

TSA Pride Prom 2016 Saturday, April 9, 2016 



Keep up with us 

on FACEBOOK! 

 

‘Like’ the  

Tri-State Alliance  

and the  

Tri-State AIDS 

Holiday Project 

TSA Offers Educational 
Presentations 

 TSA volunteers Kelley Coures, Stephanie Decker and 
Wally Paynter are available to speak to classes and 
groups on the following LGBT and HIV topics. TSA re-
quests that you contact us as much in advance as pos-
sible to arrange for one of these presentations. 
 The following presentations are made by TSA VP Kel-
ley Coures, who can be reached at kcoures@aol.com 
Aging Issues in the LGBT Population of America 
Gay & Lesbian Images in American Film  
The Hidden Holocaust  
4000 Years of GLBT History  
 Stephanie Decker does a short presentation on Cyber-
bullying. She can be reached at  
Decker-Stephanie@rvbh.com . 
 Wally Paynter gives presentations on Working with 
Diverse Populations and also Current Issues in the 
HIV / AIDS Pandemic. He can be reached at 812-480-
0204 or wallypaynter@aol.com. 

Remember TSA in 

Your Will By Wally Paynter 

     Making a difference in our community is important. 
TSA has worked to serve our community since 1980. To 
make a difference in our community, donations of time 
and money have always been very important. 
     One way to continue to make a difference is by re-
membering TSA in your estate planning. I choose to vol-
unteer for the 2 charities that are the most important to 
me and my life (TSA and the First Presbyterian Church of 
Evansville). As I prepared my will, I have included TSA, 
and my church in my estate planning. Though this will not 
be a lot of money, it will be my way to help make a differ-
ence in the future after I am gone. 
     I encourage you to consider the Tri-State Alliance as 
your prepare your estate. Our legal name is the  
Tri-State Alliance, Inc., our address is PO Box 2901, Ev-
ansville, IN 47728, and our Federal ID number is  
35-1636272. Whether you remember us in your will, life 
estate or in your life insurance, you can help us continue 
to make a difference. TSA has served our region for 32 
years, and your consideration will help us continue to 
make a difference into the future! Contact me at 812-480-
0204 or wallypaynter@aol.com for more information. 

mailto:Decker-Stephanie@rvbh.com


Save the Dates! 
 

Evansville Pride Prom 
Saturday, April 11, 2015 

7pm—midnight Central Time 

Holiday Inn on US Highway 41 

 

Vincennes Pride Prom 
Saturday, April 18, 2015 

7pm—midnight Eastern Time 

Beless Gym, VU Campus 
 



Get the expanded TSA 
Newsletter by email. Sign up at 

www.TSAGL.org  

Evansville Airport 
Holiday Inn 

The perfect location for a wedding, reception, party, fundraiser or other social event! To 
schedule an event, contact Ted Holmes at 812-867-7999 and tell him that Wally referred you. 



Where are the Watts? 
 

Wed Feb 4 Deerhead Tavern 8:00-11PM - 
Fri Feb 6 Bokeh Lounge 9:00-12 AM  
Wed Feb 11 Airport Holiday Inn (Allegra Lounge) 5:30-9:30 PM  
Fri Feb 13 Hacienda (East)7:00-11 PM  
Sat Feb 14 O'Brians Sports Bar 10:00PM- 2AM  
Wed Feb 18 Kanpai 7:00- 9PM  
Fri Feb 20 Legend's Bar 8:00-11PM  
Sat Feb 21Rookies Sports Bar 9:00-12AM  
Wed Feb 25 Airport Holiday Inn (Allegra Lounge) 5:30-9:30PM  
Fri Feb 27 Snaps 9:00PM-1AM  

 
 

facebook.com/musicbykatiewatts  facebook.com/artbykatiewatts 

$100 Prize To Be Given for Best 

Videos that Promote Evansville 

& Vincennes Pride Proms 
 

   The Tri-State Alliance has secured funds from 2 

private donors, and TSA will offer $100 to the per-

son that creates the best video that promotes the 

Evansville Pride Prom and another $100 to the 

person that creates the best video that promotes the 

Vincennes Pride Prom. Please put your video on 

YouTube and then share the link on the Facebook 

event page for the prom you are entering the 

video on. The 3 videos with the most ‘likes’ 

will be on the ballot along with the LGBT 

Prom royalty, and the video that gets the 

most votes at Prom wins. Individuals can 

make multiple video submissions. Contact 

Wally at wallypaynter@icloud.com or 812-

480-0204 for more information. 





Memorial & Honorary Donations 
 

In memory of Ann Marie Kirtley
 by Patrick Wathen 

Get the expanded TSA 

Newsletter by email. Sign up at 

TSAGL.org  



Volunteer to 

Make a TSA Float 
to enter in regional parades.  

Contact Wally at 812-480-0204  

Or wallypaynter@icloud.com 



Vanderburgh Co. Meet Your Legislators 

Schedules Saturday Morning Sessions 
    Vanderburgh County will have 4 Meet Your Legislators Sessions, being held at 9:15am at 

Evansville’s Central Library Browning Rooms. Doors open at 9am, and all are encouraged to 

attend. The dates of these public forums are on the following Saturdays: Feb. 14, March 21 

and April 11. 
 

TSA Seeks T-Shirt Designs 
    The Tri-State Alliance will be using an internet company to print shirts at least twice a year. 

We are looking for your suggestions for designs, and we will post your designs on Facebook 

on Feb. 15 for you to vote on which t-shirt we will produce. Please submit your t-shirt designs 

in jpg or pdf format to wallypaynter@icloud.com. 















Vincennes Pride Prom Benefit 

Friday, Feb. 27, 2015 
 

Zimmarss 
1500 Locust Street 

Terre Haute, IN 
 

 

Help support the FIRST Annual 

Vincennes Pride Prom being 

held on Saturday, April 18, 2015 
 

Can’t attend? Donate to  

Vincennes Pride Prom c/o TSA, 

PO Box 2901, Evansville, IN 

47728 or donate online at 

www.TSAGL.org 
 

$5 cover 

Must be 21 or older with a 

Valid ID to attend this benefit 


