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In Memory of DAVID EUGENE WATTS 
May 29, 1953 - July 30, 2016 

   David Eugene Watts, 63, of Evansville, passed away Saturday, July 30, 2016, 
at his home. He was born May 29, 1953, in Evansville, to the late Ernest Watts 
and Margaret (Bays) Gambrel. 
   He was an active member of the Tri-Sate Alliance and the Rainbow Catholic 
Interfaith Coalition. He was a regular at Willard Library, where he loved to spend 
time. He rode his bike all around downtown Evansville for many years. 
   David was loved and is survived by his aunt, Mary Gene Bays, and many 
cousins from the Bays, Wayne, Sartore and Pease families. He is also survived 
by all of his friends at the Tri-State Alliance and Rainbow Catholic Interfaith  
Coalition. A Memorial Service was held on Tuesday, August 9, 2016, at  

Alexander Memorial Park with Rev. Phil Hoy officiating.  

   Memorial contributions may be made to the Tri-State Alliance, 
P.O. Box 2901, Evansville, IN 47728. Condolences may be made 
online at www.AlexanderEastChapel.com.  

George Takei Speaks Locally on Sept. 27 

    

The Evansville Diversity 

Lecture Series will bring 

actor and LGBT civil 

rights activist George 

Takei to speak on Tuesday, 

Sept. 27 at 6:30pm at the  

Victory Theater, 600 Main 

Street, Downtown Evans-

ville. For more information 

and  details, please read 

the article on pages 2 and 

3, and the ad on the back 

page of this issue. Please 

invite your friends and 

plan to attend!  

http://www.AlexanderEastChapel.com


Evansville’s Diversity Lecture Series 
Presents An Evening with George Takei 
Actor, Social Justice Activist, Social Media Mega-Power 

September 27, 2016 at Victory Theatre 
 

EVANSVILLE, Ind. – The Evansville Diversity Lecture 
Series Board of Directors is pleased to announce world-
renowned actor, author, and social justice activist 
George Takei as the 2016 Diversity Lecture Series dis-
tinguished guest speaker. Takei will offer his unique per-
spective on racism and equal rights during a special 
presentation An Evening with George Takei on Tuesday, 
September 27, at 6:30 p.m. at the Victory Theatre. The 
Diversity Lecture Series made the announcement today 
at a news conference at Old National Bank’s Wayne 
Henning Atrium. Diversity Lecture Series Co-President 
Danyelle Granger and Co-President Leah Curry joined 
Evansville Mayor Lloyd Winnecke and Diversity Lecture 
Series Board member Kelley Coures to unveil the speak-
er. Diversity Lecture Series sponsors and community 
members were present for the announcement. 
“I commend the Evansville Diversity Lecture Series for 

continuing to bring thought-provoking speakers to our community to talk candidly about prejudice and inclusion 
with a message that connects with people of all ages and from all walks of life,” said Mayor Winnecke. “George 
Takei has faced some extraordinary challenges in life, but he has always shown how you can triumph over ad-
versity with hard work and determination to achieve your dreams.”  
   Takei is known around the world for his founding role in the acclaimed television series Star Trek, in which he 
played Hikaru Sulu, helmsman of the Starship Enterprise. However, there is much more to his story. From a 
childhood spent with his family’s wrongful imprisonment in a Japanese internment camp during WWII, to becom-
ing one of the country’s leading figures in the fight for social justice, LGBTQ rights and marriage equality – 
George Takei remains a powerful voice on issues ranging from politics to pop culture.  
   An Evening with George Takei will feature a candid talk about LGBTQ equality and inclusion, breaking new 
ground for the Diversity Lecture Series on an issue that has recently received greater awareness in Indiana and 
across the nation. 
   “Selecting George Takei as our 2016 speaker is a very timely and progressive step for the Diversity Lecture 
Series and the greater Evansville community,” said Co-President Granger. “George appeals to a very diverse 
audience because his background and activism transcends multiple intersections of diversity, including race, sex-
ual orientation, and generational differences. This event will lay the groundwork for additional much needed dia-
logue in our community.” 
   “George Takei has demonstrated uncommon courage in bringing important social issues into the open as a 
recognized social media superstar,” said Co-President Curry. “And now, he brings that discussion to our commu-
nity at a time when society continues to struggle with matters of race and the LGBTQ community.” 
   An Evening with George Takei is open to the public and admission is free. Tickets are not required for admis-
sion, and an on-site American Sign Language interpreter will participate. 



   George Takei, in addition to his well-known acting career, he is a social media mega-power. In 2012, 
Mashable.com named Takei the #1 most-influential person on Facebook, currently with more than 9 mil-
lion likes and more than 1.46 million followers on Twitter. Takei currently hosts the AARP-produced 
YouTube series Takei’s Take, and is the subject of To Be Takei (2014), a documentary on his life and ca-
reer. On his own YouTube channel, 
Takei and his husband Brad bring view-
ers into their personal life in the 
“heightened reality” -webseries, It 
Takeis Two. In 2015, Takei made his 
Broadway debut with the premiere of 
his first musical, Allegiance. Inspired by 
Takei’s true-life experience, Allegiance 
follows one family’s extraordinary jour-
ney in an untold American story of for-
giveness, joy, and the redemptive pow-
er of love. 
About The Diversity Lecture Series 
   Initiated in 2007, Evansville’s Diversi-
ty Lecture Series is a collaborative ef-
fort among the City of Evansville, Uni-
versity of Evansville, University of 
Southern Indiana, Ivy Tech Community 
College, Evansville Vanderburgh 
School Corporation, and area business-
es committed to the support of diversity 
within the community. The Lecture Se-
ries seeks to engage Evansville and 
surrounding communities to explore, 
appreciate, and celebrate the diversity 
of race, culture, and ethnicity. Since its 
inception, the Series has brought Ev-
ansville an exceptional group of lectur-
ers who spoke to the series’ mission to 
raise awareness, foster understanding, 
and enhance diversity through open 
community dialogue. Those former 
speakers have included General Colin 
Powell, Earvin "Magic" Johnson, 
Marlee Matlin, Harry Belafonte, 
Queen Latifah, John Legend and 

more. For more information visit  
diversitylectureseries.org. 



 

 

 







Memorial Donations 
 In Memory of Kevin Thrasher 

Bryce, Angie, and Lauryn Hampton 

 

In Memory of David Watts 
Bill & Lisa Muller 

Wally Paynter 

Karen Pease and Robin Warden 

Joseph and Margaret Stofleth 

Robert Jeffrey Wayne 

Rainbow Catholic Interfaith Coalition 

Tri-State Alliance Youth Group 

Volunteer for the 2017 Celebrity Dinner! 
  The Tri-State Alliance is work-

ing to EXPAND our Celebrity 

Dinner, the region’s largest HIV 

charity benefit. To do this, we 

need help securing additional ce-

lebrity servers, table sponsors 

AND auction items. 

   Please consider volunteering to 

help organize next year’s event. 

Contact Wally Paynter at 812-480

-0204 or  wallypaynter@aol.com 

for more information. 



LGBT Issues in Aging Will Be  

Discussed on Thursday Sept. 15 at Rain-

bow Catholic Interfaith Coalition 

 

   Social Worker John Graves will be the guest 

speaker of the Rainbow Catholic Interfaith Coali-

tion on Thursday, Sept. 15 at 6:30pm at St. Lucas 

United Church of Christ, 33 West Virginia Street 

in Evansville. He will speak about the issues that 

LGBT individuals and family face during aging. 





Top Photo: Evansville Mayor 

Lloyd Winnecke and the members of 

the Diversity Lecture Series Board of 

Directors pose at the press conference 

about George Takei speaking locally 

on Sept. 27. 

 

Center Photo: University of Ev-

ansville freshmen help make condom 

kits for the Tri-State Alliance on the 

UE Freshmen day of service. 

 

Bottom Left Photo: Members 

and friends of the Tri-State Alliance 

post for a picture at the TSA Table at 

the Women’s Equality Day Luncheon. 

 

Bottom Right Photo &  

ACTION Alert: The Little Egypt 

Veterinary Clinic in Marion IL posted 

this offensive sign. To give them feed-

back, please call them at 618-997-

9786 AND look them up on Facebook 

and give them an appropriate rating.  

 

ONLINE:For pictures of 

the TSA Celebrity Dinner, look at 
our expanded online version of the 
Tri-State Alliance  newsletter at  
http://tsagl.org/newsletters.html 















Save The Date 

Mr. Heavensville 
Friday, Nov. 18, 2016 
Evansville Tropicana Casino 

$40 a person, $320 for a reserved table, 

$500 for a Runway Table 
 

 

For reservations, search Eventbrite.com for  

Mr. Heavensville or send a check to Mr. Heavensville 

c/o TSA, PO Box 2901, Evansville, IN 47728 
 

The Tri-State’s most fun and most successful HIV Benefit! 

Proceeds benefit the Tri-State Alliance AIDS Holiday Project 





For Sale: Split, seasoned 

FIREWOOD 
Free delivery within Evansville. All 

proceeds are donated to the Tri-State 

AIDS Holiday Project. $95/pick-up 

load. Cash only please.  

Contact Bruce Wright  

(812) 422-9155 or  

anbrwright@twc.com  

https://us-mg5.mail.yahoo.com/compose?to=anbrwright@twc.com














Drag Queen Bingo 
Someplace Else 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

930 Main Street, Evansville, IN 
Wednesday, Sept. 21 from 7-10pm 

 

A charity benefit for the TSA Youth Group  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Prizes donated by the 
Nick Nackery 

201 East Virginia Street, Evansville, IN 47711 






