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Rainbow Catholic Interfaith 
Coalition Expands Mission 

 

   At the June meeting of the Rainbow Catholic Interfaith Coalition, 
the group changed its name from Rainbow Catholics for Christ of St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church to the Rainbow Catholic Interfaith Coalition.  
   The group has monthly meetings on the 3rd Thursday of the month 
at 6:30pm at St. Lucas United Church of Christ, 33 West Virginia 
Street in Evansville. One goal of the group is to bring together  
people of faith from all religious traditions, to increase communica-
tion and create a welcoming environment for the lesbian, gay,  
bisexual and transgender communities of the Tri-State, and their 
straight-supportive friends and family. 
   The speaker at the July 21 meeting will be 11 year old youth group 
member Josh and his mother. You are invited and welcome to at-

tend. He will talk about coming out and harassment in Evansville schools. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tri-State Alliance thanks Henderson Zion United 
Church of Christ and Temple Adath B’nai Israel for 
hosting services to remember the Orlando tragedy  
victims. Check out pages 3, 4 and 5 for additional  
pictures from local services and charity events. 













Get the expanded TSA Newsletter by email! 

Sign up at TSAGL.org/get-involved.html 
 

TSA President Wally Paynter to Speak at Owensboro 
Open Door Unitarian Universalist Fellowship on July 31 

   TSA President Wally Paynter will be the 
guest speaker at the Owensboro Open 
Door Fellowship, a Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation, on Sunday, July 31 at 
10:30am, with a fellowship time starting at 
10am before the service. The church has 
services at 407 West Fifth Street. 



Please contact these Evansville City Council 

Members to Thank Them for Their Support 

of the LGBT Civil Rights Ordinance 

 

Dan McGinn, Ward 1  Missy Mosby, Ward 2  Anna Hargis, Ward 3 

danmcginn@wowway.com mmosby@evansville.in.gov shargis@evansville.in.gov 

 

Connie Robinson, Ward 4 Jim Brinkmeyer, Ward 6 Dr. Dan Adams, At-Large 

connie@hmrdistribution.com jbrinkmeyer@evansville.in.gov drhda501@aol.com 

 

Jonathan Weaver, At-Large 

jweaver@evansville.in.gov 

 

Please email these 2 city council members for voting NO on the  

Evansville LGBT Civil Rights Ordinance (At the PFLAG / TSA  

Election forum in October of 2015 they pledged to vote yes)  

 

 Justin Elpers, Ward 5    Michelle Mercer, At-Large 
 jelpers@evansville.in.gov    mmercer@evansville.in.gov 







For Sale: Split, seasoned 

FIREWOOD 
Free delivery within Evansville. All 

proceeds are donated to the Tri-State 

AIDS Holiday Project. $95/pick-up 

load. Cash only please.  

Contact Bruce Wright  

(812) 422-9155 or  

anbrwright@twc.com  

https://us-mg5.mail.yahoo.com/compose?to=anbrwright@twc.com




TSA Seeks Volunteers To 

Help Expand Services 
 

 The Tri-State Alliance is seeking volunteers to help us expand our services. To  

volunteer, please contact Wally Paynter at wallypaynter@aol.com or 812-480-0204. 

 Among some of the volunteer positions are: * AIDS Holiday Project Co-Chair * Arts 

and Theater Coordinator (help increase LGBT art and theater in our region) * Grant 

Writer * HIV Prevention Coordinator (find new locations for condom distribution and 

help coordinate HIV educational events) * Owensboro AIDS Walk Co-Chair * Re-

gional Gay/Straight Alliance Director (coordinate and support GSAs in the Tri-State 

and encourage / help new GSAs to form) * Social Media Coordinator * Southern IL 

AIDS Walk Chair and Co-Chair * Vincennes AIDS Walk Co-Chair. 



The Tri-State Alliance Congratulates 
Donald & Perfecto Long-Fernandez Jr. 

On Their June 4, 2016 Wedding 







Keep up with us 

on FACEBOOK! 

 

‘Like’ the  

Tri-State Alliance  

and the  

Tri-State AIDS 

Holiday Project 

Remember TSA in 

Your Will By Wally Paynter 

     Making a difference in our community is important. 
TSA has worked to serve our community since 1980. To 
make a difference in our community, donations of time 
and money have always been very important. 
     One way to continue to make a difference is by re-
membering TSA in your estate planning. I choose to vol-
unteer for the 2 charities that are the most important to 
me and my life (TSA and the First Presbyterian Church of 
Evansville). As I prepared my will, I have included TSA, 
and my church in my estate planning. Though this will not 
be a lot of money, it will be my way to help make a differ-
ence in the future after I am gone. 
     I encourage you to consider the Tri-State Alliance as 
your prepare your estate. Our legal name is the  
Tri-State Alliance, Inc., our address is PO Box 2901, Ev-
ansville, IN 47728, and our Federal ID number is  
35-1636272. Whether you remember us in your will, life 
estate or in your life insurance, you can help us continue 
to make a difference. TSA has served our region for 37 
years, and your consideration will help us continue to 
make a difference into the future! Contact me at 812-480-
0204 or wallypaynter@aol.com for more information. 



Get the expanded TSA 
Newsletter by email. Sign up at 

www.TSAGL.org  

Evansville Airport 
Holiday Inn 

The perfect location for a wedding, reception, party, fundraiser or other social event! To 
schedule an event, contact Ted Holmes at 812-867-7999 and tell him that Wally referred you. 







3rd Annual Owensboro Pride a Great Success! 
Pictured at the bottom is part of the group that attended the June 26 picnic at Panther Creek 
Park. Top Left is TSA President Wally Paynter presenting Stephanie and Rachel Decker 
with the Thomas R. Earley Humanitarian Award. Pictured top right is Paynter presenting 
Trenton and Maegan Hagan with the Thomas R. Earley Humanitarian Award.  







ABOVE: At the 37th Annual TSA Pride Picnic, TSA President Wally Paynter presented awards to 3 individ-
uals for their leadership during Evansville's Pride month: Whitney Patterson, CoCo Deville and Mark Fox. 
When you see any of these 3 individuals please thank them for ALL of their hard work and leadership.  
BELOW:  Sonya Thompson Martinez and her family staffed the Tri-State Alliance table at the Spencer  

Indiana Pride Fest. The Tri-State Alliance thanks them for their help and continued work for our community. 



ABOVE: Evansville City Council 

Vice President Jonathan Weaver 
and local Vanderburgh Co. Record-
er Candidate Shannon Edwards 
visit with Wally Paynter at the TSA 
Pride Picnic in Evansville 
 

LEFT: Lady Jasmine Roberts 

and Kendra James called  
numbers at Drag Queen Bingo at 
Bokeh Lounge. The Tri-State  
Alliance thanks The Best Day Ever 
for organizing the event, which 
raised $150 for the Tri-State  
Alliance and the TSA Youth Group. 



Save the Date 

Mr. Heavensville 

Friday, Nov. 18  
Evansville Tropicana Casino 





Pride Month 2017 Street 
Festival Planning Begins 

   The Tri-State Alliance had its first meeting to plan a June 2017 LGBT Pride Street Festival 
on Monday, June 27. Over 25 people attended. Our group is committed to EXPANDING 
Pride month next year with numerous activities, including a street fair in Evansville. We 
need volunteers to continue to make this happen. To volunteer, please contact TSA Presi-
dent Wally Paynter at 812-480-0204 or wallypaynter@aol.com. Co-chairs for Pride Month 
and for the Pride Street Festival have not been selected as of yet. 
 

Tri-State Alliance Thanks Sponsors 
of Evansville & Owensboro Pride! 

 

Presenting Sponsors: 
Freedom Indiana    Scandals Nightclub of Evansville 
 

Title: 
Brinker’s Jewelers    Evansville Power Yoga 
Realtor Glenn Ashby of Owensboro   
Evansville / Vanderburgh Human Relations Commission 
 

Supporting: 
Realtor Michael Cain    Kelley Coures & Malcolm Cook 
Heather Montgomery, First Liberty Financial Mortgage, Owensboro 
Best Day Ever     Peephole Bar & Grill 
Someplace Else Nightclub of Evansville 
 

Small Group / Business: 
Ahead of the Rest Patio Furnishings  Bokeh Lounge 
The Dapper Pig     Lamasco Bar 
Realtor Stephanie Morris of Evansville 

 





Issues of sex determination more complex 
than basic chromosome combinations 

By Anne Butsch, Special to the Evansville Courier & Press 

 

     I would not presume to question Jeff Kinkaid’s opinion on matters of faith, but his science knowledge falls short. In his Faith Page col-
umn on Saturday, June 11, he stated that “since the 1905 discovery … of chromosomal XY sex determination system, science has been 
able to objectively determine whether a person is a man or a woman.” His statement is true as far as it goes, but it basically stops at the 
scientific threshold of our knowledge of sex and gender. 
Since 1942, we have known of Klinefelter syndrome, which occurs when a baby is born with one or more extra X chromosomes. Classi-
cally we refer to these children as male, and the most common variation is the XXY version, although there are documented cases of ba-
bies with multiple extra X chromosomes. Affected babies have very small male gonads, small overall stature, and frequently develop 
breasts during puberty. Klinefelter syndrome occurs in approximately 1 in every 500 to 1000 ‘male’ births. Even though we tend to classify 
these children as male, some of them identify as female, and we really have no good reason to argue that they are not female, as they do 
carry two X chromosomes. 
     Some children are born with only one X, some with only one Y and there are multiple other patterns, including XXX females and XYY 
males. We also recognize babies who are born as “intersex,” children whose chromosomes, gonads, sex hormones, or genitals do not 
conform the binary classification system. Androgen insensitivity syndrome is a condition that affects sexual development before birth and 
during puberty. People with this condition are genetically male, with one X chromosome and one Y chromosome in each cell. Because 
their bodies are unable to respond to certain male sex hormones (called androgens), they may have mostly female sex characteristics or 
signs of both male and female sexual development. 
     Congenital adrenal hyperplasia occurs in many forms in one of every 10,000 to 18,000 births. Most of these conditions involve exces-
sive or deficient production of sex steroids and can alter development of primary or secondary sex characteristics in some affected in-
fants, children, or adults. Females can have enlarged clitorises and shallow or absent vaginas; males may appear feminized. 
     In the past, ambiguous genitalia was considered a birth defect. Many of these children were subjected to surgery based on what their 
genitalia most looked like, what gender their parents preferred, and what surgery was the easiest to perform. Genital reconstructive sur-
gery was pioneered between 1930 and 1960 by surgeons at major university centers. Understanding of intersex conditions was relatively 
primitive, based on identifying the type of gonad(s) bypalpationorbysurgery. Since ability to determine even the type of gonads in infancy 
was limited, sex of assignment and rearing were determined mainly by the appearance of the external genitalia. 
     Demand for surgery increased dramatically with better understanding of congenital adrenal hyperplasia and availability of a new treat-
ment (cortisone) around 1950. For the first time, severely virilized infants with this disorder were surviving and could be operated upon. 
Hormone assays and karyotyping to ascertain sex chromosomes, and the availability of testosterone for treatment led to partial under-
standing of androgen insensitivity syndrome. 
     As more children with intersex conditions were referred to pediatric specialty clinics, we found that doctors “couldn’t tell by looking” at 
the external genitalia. Many errors of diagnosis based on outward appearance led to inaccurate sex assignments. Although it seems obvi-
ous now that a doctor could not announce to an 8-year-old boy and his parents that “we have just discovered that you are ‘really’ a girl, 
with female chromosomes, and ovaries and uterus inside, and we recommend that you change your sex to match your chromosomes and 
internal organs,” a few such events did occur. 
     Studies haves hown that infants display a gender difference as young as 3-4 months of age. Female babies show a definite preference 
for gazing at the faces of caregivers while male babies prefer to look at mobiles. As early as age 3, males show a definite preference for 
tools and roughhousing, and girls show a definite preference for dolls and painting. The current science seems to indicate that gender 
identity is driven by hormonal exposure in utero. 
During the 1960s, a Johns Hopkins psychologist by the name of John Money, proposed that nurture was responsible for sexual identity 
rather than nature. He touted the case of David Reimer, otherwise known as “John/ Joan.” As a baby, Reimer went through a faulty cir-
cumcision, losing his male genitalia. Money convinced Reimer’s parents to raise him as a girl. Reimer grew up as a girl, dressing in girl 
clothes and surrounded by girl toys, but did not feel like a girl. After he tried to commit suicide at age 13, he was told that he had been 
born with male genitalia, which he later underwent surgery to reconstruct. Although Money regularly offered up Reimer as evidence that 
gender conversion was possible, Reimer fought his assigned identity and in the end committed suicide. “You can never escape the past,” 
he told the Seattle Post-Intelligencer in2000. “I had parts of my body cut away and thrown in a wastepaper basket. I’ve had my mind 
ripped away.” 
     I am a family physician and have had transgender patients. Even though they did not follow David Reimer’s path, they report the same 
sense of anguish at having to outwardly live as one gender when their mind knows they are another. Genetic influences are far more 
complex than XY chromosomes being male and XX being female. 
 

Anne Butsch (JD, M.D.) practices family medicine in Evansville.  
His statement is true as far as it goes, but it basically stops at the scientific threshold of our knowledge of sex and gender.” 






