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Commissioners to Vote on 
Vanderburgh County Civil 

Rights Ordinance on March 21 
 

   Vanderburgh County Commissioners Ben Shoulders and Cheryl 
Musgrave voted to add age, disability, sexual orientation and gender 
identity to the county’s civil rights ordinance on Feb. 28. Bruce  
Ungethiem voted against the change and spoke out against the addi-
tion on first reading. 
   The final vote on the ordinance will be held on Tuesday, March 21 
at 3pm in Room 301 of the Civic Center, 1 Northwest Martin L. King 
Jr. Blvd in Evansville.  
   To voice your support for the civil rights ordinance, please email 
Ben Shoulders at bshoulders@vanderburghgov.org, Bruce Ungethi-
em at bungethiem@vanderburghgov.org, and Cheryl Musgrave at  
cwmusgrave@vanderburghgov.org. Pictured below are Musgrave, 
Shoulders and Ungethiem.  









OpenDoorUUF.org 



 
 

EVENT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
The Tri-State Alliance is looking for volunteers to help with the August 
2017 TSA Celebrity Dinner and the Nov. 2017 Mr. Heavensville Com-
petition. If you want to serve on one of these volunteer committees, 
contact Wally Paynter at wallypaynter@aol.com 812-480-0204. 

 

 
 

 





For Sale: Split, seasoned 

FIREWOOD 
Free delivery within Evansville. Proceeds donated to 

TSA Holiday Project. $95/pick-up load.  
Cash only please. Contact Bruce Wright 

(812) 422-9155 OR anbrwright@twc.com  

https://us-mg5.mail.yahoo.com/compose?to=anbrwright@twc.com


 

Friday, March 31, 2017  
7pm Eastern Time, 6pm Central Time 

Vincennes University Green Activities Center 
120 N. Harrison Street, Vincennes, Indiana 
Admission: $2 VU Students, All Others $5 



Owensboro Pride Schedules 
New Volunteer Meeting 

   The Tri-State Alliance is seeking new volunteers to help organize 
the Sunday, June 11 Owensboro Pride Picnic. This year’s event will 
be held at English Park. The volunteer meeting will be held on Thurs-
day, March 23 at 7pm at Panera Bread, 4600 Frederica Street in Ow-
ensboro. Planning will be done for both the 2017 and 2018 Pride 
Celebrations. For more information please contact Wally at  
812-480-0204 or wallypaynter@ao.com. 

TSA Is Still Waiting for EVSC Superinten-
dent to Schedule a Meeting To Talk about 

Bullying, Working with LGBT Students  
   The Tri-State Alliance continues to wait for EVSC Superintendent Dr. Davis 
Smith to schedule a meeting with the Tri-State Alliance to talk about bullying 
issues and the needs of LGBT students at EVSC.  
   The Tri-State Alliance CONTINUES to ask our members to email school 
board members, asking them to INSTRUCT Dr. Smith to address this issue 
AND to meet with leaders of the Tri-State Alliance. 
   In the past, Dr. Smith and/or Dr. Cathy Gray only met with leaders of the Tri-
State Alliance after the intervention of Bix Branson and Patty Swanson, when 
they were on the school board. We need your help pressuring the CURRENT 
school board, asking them to force Dr. Smith to take action. We want them to 
instruct Dr. Smith to provide training for ALL EVSC teachers, bus drivers, social 
workers, counselors and administrators on working with LGBT students.  

 

EVSC Board President Andrew Guarino at andrew.guarino@evsck12.com 
EVSC Board VP Rance Ossenberg at rance.ossenberg@evsck12.com 
EVSC Board Secretary Chris Kiefer at christopher.kiefer@evsck12.com 
School Board Member Mike Duckworth at mduckworthsr@gmail.com 
School Board Member Paul Gamblin at pastorterry@sigecom.net 
School Board member Karen Ragland at kragland@twc.com 
School Board member Jeff Worthington at jeffworthington@hotmail.com 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

Evansville Pride Schedules 
New Volunteer Meeting 

   The Tri-State Alliance is seeking new volunteers to help organ-
ize the Sunday, June 25 TSA Pride Picnic being held at Evansville’s 
Burdette Park. The volunteer meeting will be held on Monday, 
March 27 at 5:30pm at the TSA Offices, 501 John Street Suite 5 in 
Evansville. Planning will be done for both the 2017 and 2018 Pride 
Celebrations and a discussion of what events to add both this year 
and next year. For more information please contact Wally at  
812-480-0204 or wallypaynter@ao.com. 





Sponsor the April 22 VU / 
Vincennes AIDS Walk 

 

Sponsors are needed for the VU / Vincennes  AIDS Walk being 
held on Saturday, April 22, 2017 on the VU Campus. For only 
$50 you can get YOUR group’s name on the walk t-shirt. 
Please support this IMPORTANT community charity event!  

 

Sponsorship levels: 
$1,000 Presenting Sponsor 
$500 Super Star Sponsor 

$250 Star Sponsor 
$100 Supporting Sponsor 

$50 T-shirt sponsor 

 

To sponsor the walk contact Walk Chair Wally Paynter at 
wallypaynter@aol.com or 812-480-0204. The fiscal sponsor 
of our walk is the Tri-State Alliance, Federal ID # 35-1636272 



On Monday, Feb. 27, 2017 LGBT student supporters 
held a rally in Jasper, Indiana. The Tri-State Alliance 
thanks the community for supporting our youth, and 
thanks TSA Youth Group Member Dakota Root and 
TSA Intern Nancy Bentley for attending this rally! 



Did Betsy DeVos Make You Want To Run For School Board? 
By Anya Kamenetz, www.npr.org 

 
   Early one morning, the week before Betsy DeVos' confirmation as education secretary, 23-year-old Allison Kruk was dropping her boyfriend off at the Philadelphia airport when she decided to swing by the of-
fice of her U.S. senator and give him a piece of her mind. Kruk was a Hillary Clinton supporter, and the nomination of DeVos "just felt like a low blow," she says. "I had been calling and emailing and writing letters 
about how I thought she was incredibly incompetent, regardless of your position on school choice." Kruk spent 2 1/2 hours in the office of Sen. Pat Toomey, R-Pa., before she was finally escorted out by security, 
but not without an official audience scheduled on the Monday before the vote. Over the weekend, she collected 11,000 signatures on a petition from educators all over the state, plus letters from parents and 
teachers, all of which she hand-delivered. When Toomey nevertheless cast his vote for DeVos, Kruk's reaction was immediate: She decided to run for school board. By all accounts, the election has sparked a 
surge of political interest among young Democrats and progressives. Similar upwellings have happened after other presidential campaigns, such as the Tea Party movement's surge after Barack Obama's elec-
tion in 2008. "Since Betsy DeVos' confirmation, we've had a flood of people come and say specifically, 'I want to run for school board to protect the schools in my hometown,' " says Amanda Litman, co-founder of 
Run for Something, a newly launched progressive political action committee dedicated to drafting Millennials for down-ballot races from state legislatures on down. Run for Something offers advice, introductions 
and, for some candidates, help with fundraising.  
   NPR Ed spoke with four young first-time school board candidates from around the country. All say they were influenced by the national energy around politics and education, but each says there was a more 
traditional motivation: to help kids in their communities. 
 
1. The Princeton grad, Newtown Township, Pa. Allison Kruk is a financial journalist who moved to Newtown Township, in the suburbs of Philadelphia, after college. She and her boyfriend have no children, but 
she interned in schools and tutored in New Jersey prisons throughout college. It wasn't until she spent that weekend collecting letters from people concerned about problems that touch public schools, from gun 
violence to worries about immigration, that she thought of herself as someone who could make a difference through politics. "I don't just want to sign an online petition or write a post on Twitter or Facebook," says 
Kruk. "I want to be on the ground. Involved on the local level." She notes that Democrats didn't even put up a nominee in Newtown Township's 2015 school board elections. "That's something that Democrats and 
progressives more generally are realizing is essential to build a political movement." 
 
2. The son of survivors, Glendale, Calif. Shant Sahakian, 31, grew up in Los Angeles County in one of the largest Armenian communities in the United States. Glendale is proud of its diversity, which also in-
cludes Hispanics, African-Americans, Koreans and Filipinos. And it's proud of its public schools, which are separate from the LA Unified School District. Sahakian's first son was born one day before the presiden-
tial election last fall. "We came home on Election Day, I ran over to the polls, voted, and I was holding my son as I was watching the results thinking, 'What have I done? What am I bringing you into?' " The elec-
tion solidified his decision to "graduate to a new level of public service" by running for school board. Sahakian founded a software company at the age of 14 that he still runs today. His platform centers on STEAM 
(science, technology, engineering, arts and mathematics); career pathways; expanding dual-language immersion; and requiring financial literacy. "With California being so underfunded, what we're missing is a 
vision of where public education needs to go," he says. "I'm hoping my technology experience and business background will help bring direction so it's truly a 21st century education." Having DeVos as education 
secretary troubles Sahakian, but also increases his resolve. "It's a little bit concerning that she's going in with so little experience," he says. "I'm worried about what changes are going to come down the pike that 
we at the local level have to figure out how to manage to and continue to give a solid public education." 
 
3. The mental health advocate, Jefferson City, Mo. When they moved to Jefferson City, Victoria Sterling, 32, and her fiance were "excited about putting down roots," she says, and eventually adopting a child. 
But the people she met advised her to choose private schools. "I saw that there was a lack of trust in the school system," she says. "People are concerned about whether taxpayer dollars are being used wisely." 
Sterling declared her candidacy for school board on Jan. 3. For her, she says, it wasn't DeVos or national politics, but local issues that inspired her. Her platform is transparency: She wants to live-stream all 
school board meetings to the public. And she plans to apply the skills from her day job, as an abuse and neglect investigator for the state's department of mental health, to investigate and correct any mismanage-
ment. Jefferson City voted two-thirds for Trump; the school board election is nonpartisan, and Sterling prefers not to disclose her political affiliation. "National politics is having a divisive effect on education is-
sues," she notes. She adds that, in talking with local voters, even those who advocate choice or send their own children to the many parochial schools, she is able to make the case that strong public schools are 
important: "Public education builds our future workforce, and the school scores are what people look at when they decide whether to live here." 
 
4. The second generation, Norristown, Pa. Shae Ashe just turned 27. He was born and raised in this borough northwest of Philadelphia, and his mother served on the school board for a dozen years. With many 
residents of the diverse district renting their homes, he says, the local property tax base is slight. Plus, hundreds of local students attend charter schools up to 10 miles outside the district, which further cuts into 
the funding for those who remain.  “A lot of people here in Norristown understand that, with the way we are struggling with funding, that we're one of the districts that's going to feel an immediate impact of DeVos 
and her push for vouchers and more charter schools," he says. Ashe says he's the kind of born political animal who does voter-registration drives for fun on the weekends. He also started a local nonprofit to run 
community cleanup projects. He says that, since the election, a couple of his friends have gotten interested in running for office, too. "They are supportive and inspired. I tell people, you need to have more in-
volvement in your local government, no matter your age. Whatever Trump may do is one thing, but what happens on the local level is affecting your daily life." 

http://www.npr.org/sections/ed/2017/02/07/513739920/betsy-devos-confirmed-as-education-secretary


Shant Sahakian, Victoria Sterling, Allison Kruk and Shae Ashe 
are candidates for their local school boards. See the NPR article 
on the previous page to read this story, or visit   
http://www.npr.org/sections/ed/2017/02/12/514510867/betsy-devos-made-me-want-to-run-for-school-board 



 

 

 

 

If You Can’t Laugh… 
By Sheila Kennedy, www.Sheilakennedy.net 

 

   Credit where credit is due: Trump and his sorry crew have been an absolute boon to satirists and other creative folks. (If you haven't seen Melissa McCarthy channel-
ing Sean Spicer, it's worth a few minutes of your time. But it isn't just SNL, Colbert, The Daily Show, et al--Andy Borowitz and other print comics have also been on a 
roll.) 
   Even Facebook friends have shared great one-liners. My current favorite is a comment about Trump's cabinet picks: "I've seen better cabinets at IKEA." 
   Fundraisers and protests have also become more creative--and sardonic. There were the ubiquitous "pussy hats" of the women's march, of course, but the snark ex-
tends to a recent fundraiser invitation I received. 
   The fundraiser will benefit the Tri-State Alliance, an LGBTQ/AIDs organization in southern Indiana. (I've known the Executive Director for many years, and I can attest 
that it is a wonderful organization.) The organization's webpage describes its mission. 
   The Tri-State Alliance (TSA) is the primary social service and educational organization that serves the diverse gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender communities of 
Southwestern Indiana, Western Kentucky and Southern Illinois. TSA works to educate our own community through a monthly newsletter and guest speakers, engages 
the media on relevant LGBT issues, and trains other public/social service organizations through a speakers bureau and diversity education. 
   TSA coordinates the regional LGBT Youth Group, HIV prevention targeting the gay community, and Lesbian Health Project services. The gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
transgender and straight-supporting allies who volunteer for TSA continue to serve the region’s LGBT community and its changing needs. 
   The fundraising "hook" for this event is its invitation to "Buy Todd Young's Vote"--a play on the obvious quid pro quo of Young's expected vote for confirmation that 
Betsy DeVos' "bought" with her donations to Young. As the very clever invitation puts it, 
   Betsy DeVos and her family have donated $72,900 to the campaign of United States Senator Todd Young. 
   Incidentally, despite all evidence to the contrary, Senator Young thinks that Betsy DeVos would be a great choice to lead the Department of Education. 
   Betsy DeVos has never set foot in a classroom, did not send her children to public school, cannot distinguish between proficiency and growth, and thinks that guns 

should be allowed in schools in the event of grizzly attacks. That fictitious grizzly is about as qualified 
as Ms. DeVos to run the Department of Education. 
   If Betsy DeVos can buy Senator Young's vote, we should be allowed to do the same. 
   If, of course, Senator Young does not wish to accept any funds raised*, all money will be donated to 
the Tri-State Alliance Youth Group, an LGBTQ Youth Group based in Evansville Indiana. 
   *or if this tongue-in-cheek fundraising page somehow constitutes a bribe, despite being eerily identi-
cal to the actions of Ms. DeVos. 
   Of course, if Senator Young had any sense of propriety--or shame--he would recuse himself from a 
vote on DeVos, whose display of profound ignorance during her Senate hearing was both revealing and 
embarrassing. 
   Since a sudden eruption of integrity from Senator Young seems unlikely, I think it would be fitting if 
the Tri-State Alliance raised an equal or greater amount for young LGBTQ Hoosiers. 

   You can send contributions here: https://www.razoo.com/story/4a0k4g 


