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TSA Asks Community to Mobilize 
to Speak to Our Elected Officials 

   The Tri-State Alliance has a busy month as we mobilize our community to 

talk to our elected officials. Here are dates, times and locations of events. A 

more details explanation is on the next page. 

Monday, Jan. 7, EVSC, 951 Walnut Street, 5pm Vigil, 5:30pm meeting 

Saturday, Jan. 12, EVPL, 200 SE Martin L. King Jr. Blvd., 9am 

Sunday, Jan. 13, TSA offices, 501 John St. Ste. 5, Sign Making Party, 2pm 

Monday, Jan. 14, Civic Center, 1 NW MLK Blvd., 5pm Protest Outside 

Monday, Jan. 14, Civic Center, 1 NW MLK Blvd., 5:30pm, City Council  

Monday, Jan. 21, Martin L. King Jr. events at UE and USI. 

 



TSA Asks Community to Mobilize 
to Speak to Our Elected Officials 

   The Tri-State Alliance has a busy month as we mobilize our community 
to talk to our elected officials. 
   On Monday, Jan. 7 our supporters will meet outside the EVSC Head-
quarters, 951 Walnut Street in Downtown Evansville. At 5pm we will 
have a candlelight vigil in honor of those bullied at EVSC. At 5:30pm we 
are encouraging Evansville / Vanderburgh County residents to attend 
and speak to the school board about the need to make EVSC safe for 
everyone, including its transgender students. 

   After this meeting new school board member Ann Ennis is willing to 

meet with people for questions or suggestions. The meeting will be in the 

Main Hall at the Evansville Vanderburgh Public Library. Other dates for 

school board meetings, same time and location, are Feb. 11 & 25, March 

11, April 8 & 22, May 6 & 28, June 10 and 24. 

   On Saturday, Jan. 12 we are asking supporters to attend Meet Your 

Legislators at 9am at the Evansville Vanderburgh Public Library Brown-

ing Rooms, 200 SE Martin L. King Jr. Blvd. in Downtown Evansville. We 

are asking people to talk one-on-one to our legislators asking them to 

support the inclusive hate crimes bill that is supported by Indiana Gover-

nor Eric Holcomb. Other Meet Your Legislator sessions are at the same 

time and location on Feb. 9, March 9 and April 13. 

   On Sunday, Jan. 13 at 2pm the Trans Support Group will hold an open 

meeting and will be making signs for a demonstration outside the Civic 

Center on Monday. 

   On Monday, Jan. 14 at 5pm we will gather outside of the Civic Center, 

1 NW Martin L. King Jr. Blvd. in Downtown Evansville to protest City 

Council member Justin Elpers’ public attack of the Evansville Public Li-

brary and Drag Queen Story Hour. Then at 5:30pm we will go to the City 

Council meeting and put in requests to speak on this issue. Note: signs 

are not allowed in the city council meeting itself. 



TSA Transgender 
Support Group 

 

Meets EVERY Sunday 
At 2pm at TSA Offices 
501 John Street Suite 5, Evansville, IN 47713 

 
The 3rd Sunday of the month is the group’s open meeting. 

 
QUESTIONS? Email 3statealliance@gmail.com 

Like the Tri-State Alliance on Facebook for updates or visit TSAGL.org 

TSA Youth Group 
 

For LGBTQ middle & high school students  
& their straight-supportive friends 

Meets EVERY Saturday at 7pm at the TSA Offices 
 

TSA, 501 John St. Suite 5, Evansville, IN 47713 
Questions? Contact 3statealliance@gmail.com or 812-480-0204 

 

Like the Tri-State Alliance 
on Facebook for updates 

or visit TSAGL.org 

Donna Brazile to keynote USI’s 2019 Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Memorial Luncheon 

 

   Donna Brazile, former Chair of the Democratic National Committee and New 
York Times best-selling author, will be the keynote speaker at the University of 
Southern Indiana’s annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Luncheon at 
11 a.m. Monday, January 21, 2019, in Carter Hall, located in University Center 
on the USI campus. 
   A veteran political strategist, Brazile was the first African American woman to 
serve as the manager of a major party presidential campaign when she served 
in Vice President Al Gore's campaign in 2000. O, The Oprah Magazine chose 
Brazile as one of its 20 “remarkable visionaries” for the magazine’s first-ever O 
Power List. In addition, she has been named among the 100 Most Powerful 
Women by Washingtonian magazine, Top 50 Women in America by Essence 
magazine and has received the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation’s 
highest award for political achievement. 
   Tickets will be available for USI students and employees beginning Monday, 
November 26 and will be available for the general public beginning Monday, 
December 10. All tickets may be purchased online on the USI website or at the 
USI Multicultural Center, located at Room 1224 in University Center East. 
Tickets are $5 for USI students, $10 for USI employees and $20 for the gen-
eral public. 
   The annual Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Memorial Luncheon features a 
prominent, successful African Ameri-
can keynote speaker and attracts a 
large crowd from throughout the com-
munity. The luncheon encourages and 
inspires attendees to continue working 
for the cause of racial equality, for 
which King gave his life. The event is 
sponsored by the USI Foundation and 
the USI Multicultural Center and will 
include entertainment by student and 
community groups. 
   For more information, contact the 
USI Multicultural Center at 812-465-
7188 or at USI.edu/mcc. 

https://www.usi.edu/multiculturalcenter/events/mlk-luncheon/registration/
http://www.usi.edu/mcc


City Council Member Justin Elpers 
Attacks EVPL’s Drag Queen Story 

Hour, Community Responds  
   On Dec. 14 City Council Member Justin Elpers posted on Facebook: This 
is reprehensible. EVPL North Park is sponsoring an event where men 
dressed up as women will be reading to young children. The target age is 
up to 11 years. As an educator & parent I’m in shock. On Dec. 24 he shared 
a post of a petition to oppose this event.  As of Jan. 6 this petition against 
the event had 2,580 ‘signatures’ though signers are allowed to be anony-
mous on their petition. The anti-drag queen petition also states that “Drag 
Queens represent a sexuality that is a chosen sexual lifestyle for some 
adults…”. TSA started a petition in support of the event, and as of the same 

date it has 4,140 signa-
tures.  
   County Council member 
Tom Shetler, the father-in-
law of Elpers, stated his 
opposition to this event 
and encouraged drug test-
ing, background checks 
and a dress code for the 
drag queens. 
   TSA is holding a protest 
at 5pm outside of the Civ-
ic Center, 1 NW Martin L. 
King Jr. Blvd. on Monday, 
Jan. 14. Protestors are 
encouraged to attend the 
City Council meeting at 
5:30pm on the 3rd floor of 
the Civic Center in Evans-
ville to speak about this 
issue during public com-
ment.  

Obituary: Adam Groupe 
   Adam Craig Groupe, 52 of Indianapolis, passed away on December 28, 2018. He 
was born on August 5, 1966 in Maywood, Illinois to the late Harvey and Marcia 
Groupe. In his early years, Adam and his parents lived in Hanover Park. The family 
moved to a new home in Schaumburg right before the birth of his brother Law-
rence. 
   Adam graduated Schaumburg High School in 1984. He was on the wrestling 
team until he was sidelined by a knee injury. He wanted to stay involved in sports, 
so he became a Trainer for the football team. This interest led him to pursue a ca-
reer in Emergency Medicine, which he truly loved. Not surprisingly, his favorite TV 
show in those days was “Emergency!”, much to his little brother’s chagrin. 
   Adam was involved with Boy Scouts and became an Explorer Scout which al-
lowed him the opportunity to be a police cadet. He later became a dispatcher, fire-
man and Emergency Medical Technician. He pursued his career in Emergency 
Management and was the Deputy Director for the Vanderburgh County Emergency 
Management Agency, a position he held for 17 years. He was an adjunct professor 
at Vincennes University, and was a certified FEMA and Department of Homeland 
Security instructor. He volunteered with TSA. 
   Adam’s passion in life was helping others. He would tell you otherwise, but he 
was great with kids. He was a great partner, listener, and friend. He could calm 
people down with a few words or the touch of a hand. 
   Adam was preceded in death by his parents Harvey and Marcia Groupe 
(Smolensky) and his former wife Holly Ellis (Miller). 
Adam is survived by his brother Lawrence Groupe and his wife Sonia, fiancée Mol-
ly Brosseit, her children Susan and Colin, and many friends. 
   Services will be held at Westlawn Cemetery 
7801 W Montrose Ave. Norridge, IL 60706 on 
Monday, Jan. 14 at 2pm CT.  
You may make memorial donations in Adam’s 
name to: 
 
American Heart Association 
6500 Technology Center Dr #100 
Zionsville, IN 46077 
Americanheart.org 

  
American Diabetes Association 
8604 Allisonville Rd 
Indianapolis, IN 46250 
Donations.diabetes.org 



TSA Trans Support Group 
Sponsors Sign Making Party 

 

   The TSA Trans Support Group meets every Sunday at 2pm at 
the TSA Offices, 501 John Street Suite 5 in Evansville. On Sun-
day, Jan. 13 at 2pm they will be making signs in preparation for 
the protest at the City Council being held on Monday, Jan. 14. 
   On Monday, Jan. 14 protestors will gather outside of the Civic 
Center to protest City Council member Justin Elpers’ attack on 
EVPL’s drag queen story hour. 
   The group is looking for 
donations of signs, magic 
markers and other sup-
plies for this event. For 
questions or donations, 
contact Wally Paynter at 
812-480-0204 or  
wallypaynter@aol.com. 

Happy 2019 New Year Specials! 
 Eyebrows   $275 Eyeliners $150 
 Lip Liner   $250 Hair Removal   $55 hrly 

 

Gender friendly, Daily: 7am—9pm by appointment 

Serving the Tri-State Since 2015 

perfectyoupermanentcostmetics.com 
 

PERFECT YOU 
PERMANENT COSMETICS 

715 N. First Avenue Suite 6, Evansville, IN 47710 
(in the Tri-State Professional Building next to Hacienda) 

Phone: 812-602-8536 

 

Click on ‘Cosmetic Services” for  
Specials, Pride List & Packages 

 

Crystal Cash 
Intradermal Cosmetic Technician 



Lobo Lounge Evansville 
Formerly Talk of the Town Pizza, 1200 Edgar Street, Evansville, IN 47710 

Donations Needed  
For a TSA Youth 

Group Rummage Sale 
That will be held in Feb. 2019 

To donate contact Wally at 812-480-0204 
or wallypaynter@aol.com  





TSA Support Groups 

 

The TSA Youth Group is for LGBTQ middle and high school 

students, and their straight-supportive friends. We meet EVERY  
Saturday at 7pm at the TSA Offices, 501 John Street Suite 5 in  
Evansville. You are invited and encouraged to attend. For more  
information contact wallypaynter@aol.com or 812-480-0204. 

 

The Owensboro TSA Youth Group meets on a monthly  

basis. For more information contact Terry Greer at 270-313-8588 or 
terrygreer51@gmail.com. 
 

The TSA Transgender Support Group meets every  

Sunday at 2pm at the TSA Offices. For more information email  
3statealliance@gmail.com. 
 

For updates about our events and programs, ‘like’ the Tri

-State Alliance on Facebook. We help with local transportation and we 
can provide a gasoline gift card for those who drive from out-of-county. 

 

TSAGL.org 
Facebook.com/TriStateAlliance 











HIV Testing In Your Home 
Rapid HIV test kits are available at both CVS and 

Walgreens Pharmacies. Online as of Oct. 6 a rapid 

HIV test from CVS costs $39.99. Online as of Oct. 6 

rapid HIV tests from Walgreens cost either $45.99 or 

$59.99. You can order these online or go to the store 

and get these at-home tests. 



LGBTQ Support Hotlines 

 

Crisis Intervention/Suicide Prevention 
The Trevor Project: (866) 488-7386. The Trevor Project is the leading 

national organization providing crisis intervention and suicide prevention ser-
vices to lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and questioning (LGBTQ) young 
people ages 13-24. 

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline: (800) 273-8255 (online chat 

available). The National Suicide Prevention Lifeline is a national network of local 
crisis centers that provides free and confidential emotional support to people in 
suicidal crisis or emotional distress 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  

Crisis Text Line: Text START to 741-741. Crisis Text Line is free, 24/7 

support for those in crisis. Text from anywhere in the USA to text with a trained 
Crisis Counselor. 

The Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender National Hotline: 
(888) 843-4564 
The GLBT National Youth Talkline (youth serving youth through 
age 25): (800) 246-7743 Both provide telephone, online private one-to-one 

chat and email peer-support, as well as factual information and local resources 
for cities and towns across the United States. 

 

Youth Information 
The National Runaway Safeline: 800-RUNAWAY (800-786-2929) 
The True Colors Fund: (212) 461-4401 working to end LGBTQ homelessness 

 

HIV/AIDS Information 
AIDS in Prison Project Hotline: (718) 378-7022 (English and Spanish) 

National AIDS Hotline (800) 342-AIDS / (800) 344-7432 (Spanish) / 
(800) 243-7889 (TDD) 

 

Other Hotlines 
U.S. National Domestic Violence Hotline: (800) 799-7233 (English 
and Spanish) (800) 787-3224 (TTY) 

Pride Institute: (800) 547-7433 24/7 (chemical dependency) 
Rape Abuse and Incest National Network (RAINN): (800) 656-
HOPE / (800) 810-7440 (TTY) 

 

The River Bend Rainbow Chorus sang at the World 
AIDS Day Service held at the University of Evansville on 
Dec. 1. They have open rehearsals at 7pm on Mondays 
at Grace & Peace Lutheran Church, 200 S. Boeke Road 
in Evansville. 

http://www.thetrevorproject.org/
https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/#
http://www.crisistextline.org/
http://www.glbthotline.org/hotline.html
http://www.glbthotline.org/talkline.html
http://www.1800runaway.org/youth/nrs_can_help/
https://truecolorsfund.org/
http://www.osborneny.org/
http://www.thebody.com/index/hotlines/national.html
http://www.thehotline.org/
http://pride-institute.com/
https://rainn.org/


Donations Needed for TSA Youth Group 

 

The parent of one of the TSA Youth Group members has donated a 
Christmas tree for our youth group members to decorate. For our 
youth group to continue to grow and success, we need YOUR help 
and support. Please consider donating any of the following for 
use by our youth group: 
• Food for one week  *  Bottled Water 
• Soft Drinks    *  Gift Cards for Pizza places 
• Gift cards for other fast food restaurants 
• Storable snacks like pringles potato chips 
• Art supplies    *  Stamps 
• Printer cartridges for an HP Office Jet 8702 printer 
• Avery labels 5160 or 5195 *  Gasoline gift cards 
• Pride and trans flags and other pride or trans items 
• Gift cards for special events i.e. bowling or movie theaters 
 

To make a donation, contact Wally at 812-480-0204 or 
3statealliance@gmail.com. Donate online at  
http://tsagl.org/donate.html OR send a check payable to 
Zion UCC to TSA Youth Group, PO Box 2901, Evansville, 
IN 47728. 



William Hiett Spoke at the World AIDS Day Service at UE’s Neu Chapel 
    My name is William Hiett and I live in Evansville. I had a younger brother, Paul Hiett, who contracted HIV in 1992. Unlike my brother, I was the big safety boy. I 

was always into safe sex and I was the uncle that passed out condoms and talked about what safer sex is. Abstinence is a reality for a few people but not 
for most. My brother’s health began to fail in 1994. He was a very kind, very organized and a very managed person who always looked at the bigger picture. 
He always wanted to help others, and he would be so mad that he missed the internet. He had started an organization called the BHIVES to raise money 
and support for People Living with HIV / AIDS.  
    In March of 1995 we brought him home to both take care of him and so he could die at home. 14 days later he passed away. I often looked into his face 
while taking care of him and wondered if I was looking into my own future.  
    He died peacefully at home on April 4th of 1995. Two weeks after he died we received a letter that he had been accepted into a clinical trial for a new HIV 
medicine at the Jonas Salk Institute. The medical advances were too late to help my brother. 

    Most of the members of the BHIVES were HIV positive and have passed away. One BHIVE 
project has survived, and that is the AIDS Holiday Project that is now organized by the Tri-State 
Alliance. 
    The following year I was diagnosed on April 5 with HIV and I knew that I had a battle on my 
hands. I immediately started searching for doctors, support groups and people who could lead 
me in the right direction to live with this disease.  
    Through TSA, ARG and Matthew 25 over the last 22 years I have been guided and pointed 
in the right direction for my medical, emotional and spiritual needs. Also in 1995 7 new drugs 
were fast tracked by the FDA which gave doctors options that they had previously not had. HIV 
became a long-term illness instead of an immediate death sentence. 
    In the beginning of my treatment, the drugs that had been fast tracked had a lot of complica-
tions with them, but they were the best hope we had at that time. You have to give these drugs 
time to see whether or not you can survive the side effects, which were unpleasant but neces-
sary for me to wait for newer drugs that were in research and development. 
    Today I am 23 years into my diagnosis. I am left with damage from the initial drugs that were 
fast-tracked, but without them I wouldn’t be here. The new drugs of today allow people to be 
diagnosed early and live a normal life span without the menacing side effects.  When I was di-
agnosed 23 years ago, I never thought I would be alive to see 2018. A generation of gay men 
didn’t make it to 2018. Over 30 million men and women died before the medical advances were 
made. Now there is a pill called PREP that people can take to prevent HIV.  Work CONTINUES 
on an HIV vaccine. Now there is hope. Now those who survived see vaccination and a cure on 
the horizon. 
    I appreciate all of the people and groups that continue to make a difference for those living 
with HIV, the newly diagnosed, and those that work to PREVENT HIV. It is a new day in the 
fight against this epidemic. But we should not become complacent. Because the fight contin-
ues. Thank you for your time and for attending tonight’s service. 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 2019 
 
 
 

Dear TSA members and friends, 
 
Enclosed is the TSA newsletter. As you can see, we have a VERY busy month working 
on LGBTQ issues AND providing outreach services to LGBTQ youth in our area. We 
need your help in a few different ways.  
 
For our organization to succeed, we need YOUR help! First and foremost, we 
need financial donations. To make a tax-deductible donation, you can send a check 
payable to Zion UCC and mail to the Tri-State Alliance, PO Box 2901, Evansville, IN 
47728. You can also donate online at http://tsagl.org/donate.html 
 
We are also looking for groups and individuals to sponsor food for the Saturday 
night TSA Youth Group. You can send a gift card or check to TSA Youth Group, PO 
Box 2901, Evansville, IN 47728. You can also sign up to provide food for a specific 
week at https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/k7mwyv.  
 
We are also looking for new volunteers. We have creating the following volunteer 
committees: 
• TSA Youth Group Advisory Board; 
• TSA AIDS Holiday Project Steering Committee; 
• Public Policy Advisory Committee; 
• Special Events Committee. 
 
We are also looking for volunteers in the following cities to help with local Steer-
ing Committees: Carbondale, IL; Jasper, Indiana; Owensboro, Kentucky; Vin-
cennes, Indiana. Only with YOUR help can we continue to serve the LGBTQ communi-
ties in our region. Our thanks for your continued support. 
 
Sincerely,  

 

Wally Paynter 
Wally Paynter, President 
Tri-State Alliance Board of Directors 
812-480-0204, wallypaynter@aol.com 



Unity Fellowship, 625 Allen Street, Owensboro, KY 42303 
www.unityfellowshipowb.org 270-315-9028 

Services are on Sunday at 10:15am 


