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TSA Red Party Will Crown 

First 'Mr Heavensville' 
   The 10th annual TSA Red Party will feature an all gentle men's style show and a competition for the 

first annual 'Mr Heavensville' along the same lines as the Miss America pageant. The event will be held 

at 6pm on Friday, Nov. 22 at the Conference Center at Tropicana Evansville. 

    Local celebrity men such as Ryan Mitchell from ERA Realty, Jason Cullum from the Evansville Po-

lice department and Vanderburgh County Deputy Sheriff Dave Wedding will model casual wear from 

House of Bluez and Formal wear from Magic Moments. A panel of celebrity lady judges will ask candi-

dates questions for the audience to evaluate and then cast votes with their money for the winner.  

The evening will feature Tim Black of Channel 44 as emcee and Matt Rowe as auctioneer for live auc-

tion items. 

   Sponsors of the event include Atlas Van Lines and Tropicana. Co Chairs of the event are Kelley 

Coures, Community Development Coordinator with the City of Evansville (TSA Vice President) and 

Robyn Tucker of Northwest Mutual Insurance. Cost to attend is $37.50 in advance or $40 at the door.  

Send your check to TSA Red Party, PO Box 2901, Evansville, IN 47728 or pay online at 

www.RedPartyforAIDS.org. 

Southern Illinois Events Planned to 

Help Families Affected by AIDS 
   Wally Paynter of Carmi is seeking volunteer help and funding for upcoming AIDS events.  “We’re looking 

for people to help,” Paynter said about efforts to help 150 low-income households impacted by HIV/AIDS in 

the 19 southernmost counties of Southern Illinois. 

   “There are many more households in our region impacted by HIV, but these are the households currently liv-

ing in poverty,” Paynter said.  Paynter was described by the Rev. Joseph Brown, professor of Africana Studies 

at SIU, as “one of the most dedicated and tireless champions,” to help HIV/AIDS victims in Southern Illinois. 

   A variety of efforts are being planned now to provide the designated homes with clothing, food, toys and 

grocery store gift cards. Efforts include sponsoring an AIDS Vigil at 5:30 p.m. Dec. 5 at the SIU Student 

Health Center, 374 E. Grand Ave. A volunteer gift wrap will take place during the holiday season at Barnes & 

Noble in Carbondale. An AIDS Walk will be conducted on a date to be designated in April.  This year’s vigil 

will not include a walk because of inclement weather possibilities. The walk in April allows time for teams to 

get sponsorships and other opportunities to raise funds, Paynter said. “People have different options. They can 

sponsor families and provide gifts to the parents and children. For our April walk, we need people to reach out 

to businesses and churches,” Paynter said. To volunteer or be a sponsor, contact Paynter at 812-480-0204 or 

wally paynter@aol.com. Information is available also at www.carbondaleaidswalk.org. 

by Scott Fitzgerald of The Southern 

http://www.RedPartyforAIDS.org


Volunteers Needed to Help Wrap 

Gifts at Evansville Barnes & Noble 
Barnes and Noble of Evansville allows the Tri-State Alliance volunteers to wrap 

gifts for tips at its store as a fundraiser for the AIDS Holiday Project.  The Tri-State 

Alliance needs groups willing to 

sign up for an entire day or a half 

day, and individuals to sign up for a 

2 hour shift to help with this effort.  

TSA provides volunteers from the 

open to the close of the store every 

day, from Nov. 22 through Dec. 24.  

One volunteer is needed throughout 

the day every shift, and optimally 

two people per shift are needed. To 

volunteer to help, please contact 

Nancy Erwin at  812-470-6113 or 

nerwin@insightbb.com. 

MARRIAGE ANNOUNCEMENT  
Ricky Roll and Cody Huelsman 

were united in marriage on  

September 30, 2013 in the  

spectacular San Francisco City 

hall. Following the ceremony, 

the happy couple enjoyed a drive 

down the famous steep and  

twisting Lombard Street and a 

trip across the Golden Gate 

Bridge for an afternoon at  

majestic Muir Woods.   

 

The Tri-State Alliance  

congratulates the newlyweds.  



TSA’s Rachel Voted Crowd Favorite at 

Parenting Time Center’s Gong Show 







TSA Volunteers Rally at Evansville 

National Coming Out Day on Oct. 11 



Obituary 
Thelma Louise (Hoskinson) Strassweg 

   Thelma Louise (Hoskinson) Strassweg, 84, of 

Evansville passed away Tuesday October 1, 

2013 at North Park Nursing Center. She was 

born November 19, 1928 in Evansville to Kelly 

C. and Grace (Gaddy) Hoskinson. 

   Thelma graduated from Central High School 

in 1946 and attended University of Evansville 

and Lockyear Business College. She worked in 

the insurance industry from 1946 until 1990 

mainly with her late husband who owned Com-

mercial Insurance and later Citizens Realty and 

Insurance.  

   Thelma is a former member of Junior League of Evansville in the 1950s, Insurance 

Women, Insurance Agents of America and the National Secretary Association and La-

dy Elks. She was active in politics including her late husband's campaigns for Indiana 

State Senate and campaigns for mayors Manson Reichert, Hank Roberts and Russ 

Lloyd Sr. She especially enjoyed election nights at the old Republican headquarters 

downtown when her "team" won.  

   Thelma was preceded in death by her husband, R.M. Jack Strassweg, Sr.; her young-

er brother, Carl Hoskinson and parents.  

   She is survived by her son, Kelley M Coures and his partner Malcolm W Cook Jr, 

along with Malcolm's son Andrew and daughter Elizabeth, for whom Thelma proudly 

attended many school plays and soccer games over the years. She is also survived by a 

step son, Jack A. Strassweg(Alice) their children John B. Strassweg (Torrie), and Je-

rady Kollker (Todd); step daughter, Susan Fulkerson, her children Julie Bill and Jack 

Noveroske and several step great grandchildren including Megan Strassweg and Gavin 

and Jax Kollker in Evansville.  

   For the last two years Thelma lived at the North Park Nursing Center where she was 

cared for by a very caring staff during her illness.  

Visitation was held on October 7 at Ziemer Funeral Home East Chapel in Evansville.  

A Celebration of Life was held that same day with Rabbi Gary Mazo officiating. Burial 

was held at Oak Hill Cemetery. 

   In lieu of flowers memorial contributions may be made to The Tri State Al-

liance Youth Group PO Box 2901 Evansville IN 47728 .Thelma was a strong 

supporter of the LGBT  community and the TSA Youth Group. 

   Condolences may be made online at www.ziemerfuneralhome.com  

http://www.ziemerfuneralhome.com


Southern IL 

 AIDS Vigil 
Thursday, Dec. 5, 2013, 

5:30pm 
SIUC Student Health Center 
374 E. Grand Avenue, Carbondale 

www.CarbondaleAIDSwalk.org 



Rainbow Café 13th Anniversary Dinner a Success 

Activist Jamie Nabozny Serves as Guest Speaker 









Get the expanded 
TSA Newsletter by 
email. Sign up at 

www.TSAGL.org  

Keep up with us 

on FACEBOOK! 

 

‘Like’ the  

 

Tri-State Alliance  
 

and the  
 

Tri-State AIDS 

Holiday Project 



TSA Office 

Needs Donations 
 

2 desks 

new refrigerator 

color printer 
gently used computer / laptop  

Coca Cola Products 

Bottled Water 
 

To make a donation, contact 

Wally at 812-480-0204 or  

wallypaynter@aol.com. 

Freedom Indiana: Local Update 
Your legislators are voting in early 2014 to put a constitutional ban on same-sex marriage 

here in Indiana.  This bill takes away freedoms for LGBT families that are living in Indi-

ana. Because it doesn’t allow for ANY protections for same sex couples and it duplicates 

pre-existing law it affects things like: access to health care for children of LGBT parents, 

partner inheritance, employee provided partner benefits, visitation rights at hospitals, to 

name a few.  

 

Freedom Indiana is a state-wide bipartisan campaign working to stop this bill and we'd 

love to hear from you! We have lots of different opportunities for involvement depending 

on your interest and availability. Please contact Evansville resident and Freedom Indiana 

In-District Organizer, Catherine Cotrupi at Catherine.Cotrupi@freedomindiana.org to get 

involved!   

 

Catherine Cotrupi, In-District Organizer 

(812) 682-0287 

Freedom Indiana freedomindiana.org 

http://us-mg5.mail.yahoo.com/compose?to=Catherine.Cotrupi@freedomindiana.org
http://freedomindiana.org








For Sale: Split, 

seasoned firewood 
50% ash, 30% cherry, 20% oak and other hardwoods. Free delivery within Evans-

ville.  All proceeds are donated to one of the following charities (your 

choice):  United Methodist Youth Home, Old North United Methodist Church 2014 

Youth Mission Trip , St. Matthew's Food Pantry, or the Tri-State AIDS Holiday Pro-

ject.  $95/pick-up load. Cash only please.  

Check out the Expanded TSA Newsletter Online at 

www.TSAGL.org 

More articles! 
Pictures from your favorite 



TSA Youth Group Interview: Luke Richardson 
 

Tell us about yourself: I am a proud 18 year old gay male. I live 

in the Evansville area but my hometown is in Jackson, MI. I'm 

currently attending University of Southern Indiana with a major 

in Pre-Social Work. Although I'm 400 miles away from home, I 

live with my brother and sister-in-law while my mother and fa-

ther are back in Michigan.   

 

When did you first realize your sexual orientation and/or 

gender identity: I can remember having crushes on other guys 

all the way back to second grade but I never knew there was a 

name for my feelings until I started middle school.  

 

How have your family and friends dealt with accepting you as 

who you are? My family has been more than I could ever ask for 

in terms of embracing who I am as a person. Since day one they 

have been more than welcoming. As far as friends, being out in a 

Catholic school caused many people to stray from forging friend-

ships with me but the ones that did have been a phenomenal sup-

port group.  

 
 

What are your long-term plans? I have plans to obtain my Masters degree in Social Work and 

working on getting my LCSW afterwards. While all of that is going on, I hope to marry Prince 

Charming and start a family together.  

 

What are your plans for the next year? My plans for next year are to get into the Social Work 

program at USI and possibly Study Abroad for a few weeks.  

 

What is the biggest change for the LGBT community you would like to see in our region?  I 

would like to see the Evansville community as a whole forge an even better relationship with the 

LGBT community and create less of a separation between the two communities.  

 

Describe your first experience hearing about and coming to the TSA Youth Group: When I 

first heard about TSA I was filled with excitement because it sparked hope and provided a new 

perspective that it honestly does get better because living in a small town all of my life I had only 

heard about the groups for the LGBT community, I had never experienced it for myself. Going to 

TSA Youth Group for the first time was a very open and free flowing experience. We discussed 

items on the agenda and played the game, "I love my neighbor who...", I had a great time that was 

filled with laughs.   

 

What has the TSA Youth Group meant to you? Attending the TSA Youth Group has been one 

of the best choices I have made for myself coming to Evansville because they are all wonderful 

characters and are more than welcoming. The TSA Youth Group has given me the chance to make 

friendships with people in a similar situation as myself and to be in an open, welcoming, and en-

couraging environment. 



TSA Youth Group Adult Facilitator Interview: Alex Kessler 
 
Tell us about yourself.  My name is Alex Kessler, I’m 23 and I am 

transgender. I live on the eastside of Evansville, but I am originally from An-

derson, IN. I am a senior psychology major at the University of Southern In-

diana, I have a cat named Patrick, I love mustaches, mermaids, making people 

laugh, and helping people. I also enjoy photography and editing photos.  I am 

adult facilitator for youth group, and I am also a board member of TSA.  

 

When did you first realize your sexual orientation and/or gender identi-

ty?   I knew since the age of 2 that there was something different about me. I 

wasn’t really sure how to tell people at such a young age, but I just never 

identified as female.  When I was at school or around my friends and we were 

playing house, I never wanted to be a female role but I would always play a 

male role.  Growing up I never really heard the word transgender, so I just 

identified as gay, because that’s what other people told me. It wasn’t until I 

came to college I learned that there was a difference between gender and sex, 

and that there was this term that I could identify with.  

 

 

 

 

How have your family and friends dealt with accepting you as who you are?  I really haven’t had that many bad experiences 

with coming out to people. Most of my problems have been people outing me. I was really scared to tell some people, and for 

others it was really easy to come out to. Most people that I told had the same response; “Well I always knew that there was 

something different about you.” Or “Well I’m not shocked at all.” I’m not really close with my family, and have built my own 

family while I have been down here at college. They are some of the most amazing people that I have ever met, and have always 

accepted me, and have let me figure out my own identity and haven’t pushed anything on me. They helped me come to terms 

with who I was and taught me that I have to respect myself if I want anyone else to. I love my support system and I wish every-

one had one like I do, I feel really lucky and grateful that even though I don’t have my family support I have people in my life 

that I have come to accept as my new family and love me no matter what.  

 

What are your long term plans?  There is so much I want to do with my life. I want to continue my education and obtain a 

master’s degree in Community Psychology. I want to be a professor at a community college, and maybe work in administration. 

I want to also open up a non-profit community center. I want to continue to work closely with my mentor and work on the Safe 

Zone project. I want to travel, write a book, be a motivational speaker, and maybe have a few kids. I also want to be asked back 

to USI to speak at graduation and other events. I just want to do it all!!!  

 

What are your plans for the next year?  Graduate in December is on my mind right now. Then I want to get a job here in Ev-

ansville, and work here for another year. I also want to continue working on the rebranding of the Safe Zone Initiative. I am also 

going to continue working on the community asset map.   

 

What is the biggest change for the LGBT community you would like to see in our region?  The biggest change that I would 

like to see happen is that the T become less silent. Most people don’t realize that the needs for the T community are very differ-

ent from those of the LGB community.  I would like to see more education about the Transgender community, and a better un-

derstanding of what needs there really are and ways that we can start fixing them.  I think we are coming around, but there is still 

a lot of work that needs to be done, for people to feel welcomed and comfortable going everywhere in the community.  

 

Describe your first experience hearing about TSA  I first heard about TSA from Dr. Amie McKibban. I was up in her office 

one day, and she told me about this organization that does volunteer nights, and invited me to one. I showed up and put together 

newsletters and condom kits. I was so shy, and didn’t want to talk to anyone. I remember Wally coming up to me and telling me 

that I looked bored, and gave me some tasks to do. I would attend other volunteer nights, but it hasn’t been until this last year 

that I have really been active in TSA.   

 

What TSA and the youth group meant to you?   I love TSA and I love the work that they are doing. I am so glad that this or-

ganization exists. TSA has done some amazing work such as putting on an alternative prom, Halloween dances, starting a youth 

group, speaking to members out in the community, and so much more! I never went to youth group, I didn’t feel comfortable 

going, and felt like I was too old to go, however I feel it’s very important to keep around. Growing up there were no organiza-

tions like TSA or the youth group where I could go and be myself. Instead I kept how I really felt bottled up inside me for 21 

years. TSA youth group is important because it gives the kids that attend a chance where they can go somewhere and be accept-

ed for who they are. Even if it’s only 3 hours a week, that’s still important. When I was there age I would have done anything if I 

could just have sometime where I could be the person I knew I was. I hope that the youth group expands one day, and we out-

grow our space and they start being active and giving back to the community.   





130 Attended TSA’s Halloween Dance 

To volunteer to chair or co-chair next year’s TSA Halloween 

Dance, contact Wally at 812-480-0204 or wallypaynter@aol.com 



More TSA Halloween Dance Photos 

You are encouraged to attend the 

Legislative Town Hall Meeting of 

State Rep. Gail Riecken 
 

Saturday, Nov. 16, 10am 

1st Presbyterian Church 
609 SE 2nd Street, Downtown Evansville 

 

Please attend to thank her for voting NO on the Indiana 

Marriage Discrimination Constitutional Amendment 



October AIDS Walk a Great Success! 



October AIDS Walk a Great Success! 



Freedom Indiana is fighting to stop HJR-6! 

 

History of Same-Sex Freedoms in Indiana 
 

-       Current Law (not in the constitution): Indiana statute (DOMA) states that: "Only a 

marriage between one (1) man and one (1) woman shall be valid or recognized as a mar-

riage in Indiana. A legal status identical or substantially similar to that of marriage for un-

married individuals shall not be valid or recognized." This law came into effect in 2004. 

-       Since 2004, there has been an annual effort on behalf of a constitutional amendment 

banning same-sex marriage in Indiana. And every year we have stopped. WE ARE GO-

ING ON 10 YEARS OF THIS!!! 
-       In 2011, the proposal passed the House 70-26 and the Senate 40-10. The approval of 

an identical amendment by both houses during the 2013-2014 legislative session is re-

quired to place the amendment on the state ballot in November 2014 (THIS IS WHAT 

WE ARE STOPPING).  
-       Nationally DOMA is dead and the federal government recognizes same sex couples 

but Indiana does not. AND instead of moving towards recognition we are having to fight 

off something that would be a HUGE!! step backwards. 

-       THE IMPACT: This bill takes away freedoms for LGBT families that are living in 

Indiana. Because it doesn’t allow for ANY protections for same sex couples and it dupli-

cates pre-existing law it affects access to health care for children of LGBT parents, affects 

partner inheritance, and visitation rights at hospitals if the worst happens. 

-       14 states have marriage plus D.C. (6 since Nov. 2012). DOMA is dead. The country 

is moving forward. BUT… 21 states already have constitutional bans and 5, like Indiana, 

have laws prohibiting same sex marriage already in the books. INDIANA IS CRITICAL 

FOR THE NATION BECAUSE IT IS OUR FIRST SHOT TO STOP A BAN SINCE 

DOMA FELL. WE CAN’T LOSE MOMENTUM NOW!!!!! WE HAVE TO BE 

ABLE TO WIN IN CONSERVITIVE STATES! 

Campaign Update  
-       Good News: It’s not too late! The vote is going to be happening soon and we still have time 

to stop it. 

-       Bad News: The bad news is that we know we're facing an uphill where we don't yet have 

the majority support we need in order to win.  

-       Bottom Line: That means that, in order to win, we need to show our legislators, that their 

constituents oppose a bill that harms families and takes away freedoms.  The bottom line is that 

this is going to happen soon and we can still win, but it is going to take a lot of work and 

WORKING TOGETHER! 

 

We have lots of different opportunities depending on how much time you have or how 

much involvement you want- we’ll work with you!  Please contact Evansville resi-

dent and Freedom Indiana In-District Organizer, Catherine Cotrupi at 

Catherine.Cotrupi@freedomindiana.org to get involved!  
 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/06/26/supreme-court-doma-decision_n_3454811.html
http://us-mg5.mail.yahoo.com/compose?to=Catherine.Cotrupi@freedomindiana.org









