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Indiana Marriage Discrimination 

Amendment Fight Continues 
   On Tuesday, Jan. 28 the Indiana House of Representatives approved the Marriage Discrimination Amend-

ment on a vote of 57 to 40, with 3 excused from voting. Thanks to Evansville State Rep. Gail Riecken and 

Vincennes State Rep. Kreg Battles for opposing House Joint Resolution 3.  However, before it was passed, 

the controversial ‘2nd sentence’ that would ban civil unions and domestic partner benefits was stripped from 

the bill. The following area representatives voted to remove the 2nd sentence: Ron Bacon of Chandler, Kreg 

Battles of Vincennes, Wendy McNamara of Mt. Vernon, Gail Riecken of Evansville and Holli Sullivan of 

Evansville. The battle is not over. The Marriage Discrimination Amendment now goes to the Indiana Sen-

ate. They can approve the amendment without the 2nd sentence (which would delay the issue going to the 

ballot until 2016), or they can restore the 2nd sentence and send it back to the Indiana House for reconsidera-

tion. 

   Publicly Wadesville Senator Jim Tomes is in favor of the anti-gay marriage amendment, while State Sena-

tor Vaneta Becker has not taken a position. Contact her at Senator.Becker@iga.in.gov or 317-232-9400, 

give your name and address, ask her to vote no on HJR-3, and to especially oppose the inclusion of the 2nd 

sentence. Becker represents parts of Vanderburgh and Warrick County, while Tomes represents Posey 

County and parts of Gibson and Vanderburgh Counties.  State Senator Lindel Hume of Princeton is on the 

Senate Judiciary Committee. Please contact him at 800-382-9467 or Senator.Hume@iga.in.gov with your 

name and address, asking him to oppose HJR-3 and to also oppose any attempt to put the 2nd sentence back 

into the amendment. He represents  portions of Dubois, Gibson, Knox, Pike, Spencer and Warrick Counties. 

   You can also make a difference by attending the local Meet Your Legislators Session on Saturday, Feb. 8 

at 9am at the Evansville Central Library Browning Rooms.  

Pictured left, TSA board member Cameron Helfrich hugs Freedom Indiana’s Justin  

Michael after the vote.  Pictured right is TSA Board member Michael Harris talking at the 

Jan. 11 Meet Your Legislators session, picture courtesy of the Evansville Courier & Press 

web site. 



Top picture, a large turnout for the first Meet Your Legislators Session.  Senator Jim 

Tomes (bottom left) is called out by University of Evansville’s Dr. Robert Dion (bottom 

right) on how far his position goes on ‘just let the people decide.’ Pictures are from the 

Evansville Courier & Press website. 

 

Evansville Meet Your 

Legislator Sessions 
Saturdays, Feb. 8 and March 8 

   9:15—11am, doors open by 9am 
Evansville’s Central Library Browning Rooms 

Please attend, and please invite your friends!! 



Transcript of Wadesville IN Senator Jim Tomes 

Answer to an HJR-3 Question on 1-11-2014 
 

JOHN SCOTT FOSTER (pictured): What do you think will happen to society if 2 people who 

love each other are allowed to be married? 

 

SENATOR JIM TOMES:  The future will tell.  The future will answer that question for all of us.  I 

am not going to get in the weeds about the merits or mechanics of this measure. But, I listened, it’s 

great, I appreciate what everybody’s side is on this, but again, let’s keep it focused on what we are 

talking about, stay on point on what this bill is. 

 

AUDIENCE MEMBER: you didn’t answer the question 

 

SENATOR TOMES: I said the future will bring, I don’t know what is going to wind up being..well 

I will tell you what I think.  You want to know, I will , you have a right to know. I think what we do as 

adults reflects back to the kids that are growing up, the younger generation.  In this self-indulgent 

world of ours, where it is all a narcissistic world, it’s all about ourselves, I think our little children 

growing up right now, the little ones I see in these schools, the little kinder garden and first graders 

that I seen in these classrooms, in their innocent little eyes, how short-lived their innocent world is be-

fore they are thrust into this world of adulthood and a world that they cannot control.  But the things 

we do, the comments we make, the decisions we make, is what they will look at and reflect on as this 

is the standard, this is what’s right, this is what’s proper, what we do, we have, everyone in this room 

has an obligation to take on personal responsibilities and what it is we do and how that reflects on not 

other people of our own but also on the little kids coming up.  What are they going to see, what dis-

tinctions will they be allowed to make, what decisions will they have to make and what basis and what 

accomplishments will they have.  That’s what I feel. 

 

Senator Tomes represents Posey County and parts of Gibson and Vanderburgh 

County in the Indiana Senate.  Picture from the Evansville Courier & Press web site. 

 

Transcript by Wally Paynter, President, Tri-State Alliance, Inc.,  

https://www.facebook.com/tristatealliance 

https://www.facebook.com/tristatealliance


2014 Testimony of Karen Vaughn-Kajmowicz before the 

Indiana House Judicial AND Elections Committees 
    My name is Karen Vaughn-Kajmowicz. I have lived in Evansville for 24 years and graduated from the University of 

Evansville in 1994. I have been with the Evansville Police Department for 17 years and currently hold the rank of ser-

geant.  

   During my tenure I had the pleasure of working with Sergeant Kim Booker.  In June of 2010 Kim lost her long battle 

with breast cancer. As Kim realized that she wasn’t long for this world, she began to try and make preparations for her 

partner of 15 years. She found that the pension she had paid into for more than 20 years couldn’t be passed to her part-

ner. With time against her, she inspired a bill that allowed all unmarried people to designate a recipient for the money 

that they had contributed to their pension.  Auditor Suzanne Crouch penned that bill, Senator Vaneta Becker sponsored 

it, and to my knowledge it passed unopposed. This essentially allowed Kim to get the money back that she had paid in, 

but only allowed her to leave her partner with a fraction of the support that a straight officer could’ve.  And Kim’s story 

isn’t unique. 

   My partner Tammy and I have been together for 12 years. She is a stay-at-home mom to our three beautiful kids: our 

son, Jackson, is 6 and our twin baby girls, Tenley and Taylor, are 3. 

   Unfortunately, I can imagine what it must’ve felt like for Kim to not to be able to provide for her family no matter 

how hard she worked for it. Tammy has heart issues and had her first pacemaker put in in 2004. She has since had to get 

a replacement pacemaker and has also had major back surgery. Although I receive excellent health insurance in ex-

change for my work for the city, I can’t share that insurance with the mother of my children. She moves through this 

life completely uninsured. 

   In 2008, when Jackson was just six-months-old, I was diagnosed with a large tumor in my abdomen. Our Evansville 

doctor had never seen a tumor so large, much less operated on one. He assumed it to be cancerous and gave me a shat-

tering prognosis. Our world came to a screeching halt. Not only was I worried about leaving my best friend and partner 

to raise our son alone, but I wasn’t even sure that she’d be allowed to raise that son. We didn’t have a legal leg to stand 

on to protect our family. I gave birth to Jackson and although we had done everything in our power to start the adoption 

process as early as possible, when I received my diagnosis the adoption still wasn’t final.  I asked my mother out of fear 

if she would ever try and interfere with Tammy’s custody. She answered that she didn’t know what she would do.  At a 

time when we were already paralyzed with fear, it was devastating to realize just how helpless we really were. 

   All told, we’ve spent about $80,000 to create and protect this family and we still have no guarantees. I protect. That’s 

what I do. And I have to live each and every day knowing that no matter what I do, I can’t make my family completely 

safe. Even the most basic legal securities are out of reach for my family.  I can’t even begin to explain to you what 

that’s like. For us, this legislation presents more hurdles, more uncertainty, and even less security for this family we’ve 

worked so hard to protect. Best case scenario, we remain stuck in this same place. Worst case scenario, this conversa-

tion and legislation take us back a step and even further from those protections we so desperately need. 

   Kim and I, like you, volunteered to serve our community and when we took our oath, we swore to serve and protect 

every person in Evansville with the same respect and dignity we would want afforded to our own families. I can prom-

ise you that every day that I’ve served, I have worked as hard to keep you and your family safe as I would want for my 

own. Today, I’m asking that you return that favor. Please vote no on HJR-3. 



TSA Youth Group Members & Supporters 

Walked in the 2014 University of Evansville 

Martin Luther King Jr. March 



Greater Evansville PFLAG 
The Greater Evansville PFLAG meets the 3rd Tuesday 

of the month at 7pm at the 1st Presbyterian Church, 609 

SE 2nd Street, Downtown Evansville.  Meetings are  

co-sponsored by the Tri-State Alliance.  Upcoming  

topics include:  
 

 

Tuesday, Feb. 18 HJR-3 Update 

by Freedom Indiana 

 

Tuesday, March 18: Suicide Prevention 

by Deaconess Cross Pointe 

Pictured Left, TSA Vice President Kelley Coures gives a presentation at a University of Evans-

ville Teach-In as part of their Martin L. King Jr. activities. Pictured left, TSA Board member 

Alex Kessler, TSA Youth Group member Luke Richardson and TSA volunteer Nathaniel Guth-

rie staffed the Southern IL AIDS Walk Table at the SIU Carbondale Student Involvement Fair. 





Delta Sigma Theta will be presenting “In 

Their Own Words: Deltas tell their stories 

from the Civil Rights Movement” on March 

2 at 3pm at the Evansville Museum.  The pro-

gram was written by TSA Vice President Kelley Coures for their 

annual luncheon and march through downtown.  This will include 

6 vignettes with women portraying Deltas in the 1960s, including 

Shirley Chisholm, Barbara Jordan and Lena Horne.   

 

On Wednesday, Feb. 26 at 6pm 
at Willard Library in Evansville Kelley Coures will be giving a 

presentation  on PreCode Hollywood.  There is no cost to attend. 



TSA Youth Group Members Created Flags for Display as 

part of the Evansville Museum Grand Re-Opening 
Here are some of the flags created by the TSA Youth Group members.  The 

Theme was Hopes and Wishes: what the City of Evansville means to us. 





UMBACH & ASSOCIATES, LLP 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

 

400 Bentee Wes Court 

Evansville, IN 47715 

(812) 477-2244 
Fax (812) 471-9303 

nerwin@umbach.com 

www.umbach.com 

 

NANCY M. ERWIN, CPA 



Get the expanded TSA 
Newsletter by email. Sign 

up at www.TSAGL.org  

TSA Office 

Needs Donations 
2 desks      new refrigerator 

CocaCola products & Bottled Water 
gently used computer / laptop  

‘college dorm’ size refrigerator 

 

To make a donation, contact  

Wally at 812-480-0204 or 

wallypaynter@aol.com. 

Keep up with us 

on FACEBOOK! 

 

‘Like’ the  

 

Tri-State Alliance  
 

and the  
 

Tri-State AIDS 

Holiday Project 



For Sale: Split, 

seasoned firewood 
50% ash, 30% cherry, 20% oak and other hardwoods. Free delivery within Evansville.  All pro-

ceeds are donated to one of the following charities (your choice):  United Methodist Youth 

Home, Old North United Methodist Church 2014 Youth Mission Trip , St. Matthew's Food Pantry, 

or the Tri-State AIDS Holiday Project.  $95/pick-up load. Cash only please.  

Contact: Bruce Wright, 812-422-9155, anbrwright@insightbb.com  

http://us-mg5.mail.yahoo.com/compose?to=anbrwright@insightbb.com


Marriage Announcement: 
Alex Jarvis and Robert Owen 
 

The Tri-State Alliance congratulates Robert Owen and Alex Jarvis, who 

were legaly married in Iowa on Nov. 29, 2013.  They celebrated their 

wedding on December 6 at the Clarion Inn in Evansville.  Both are active 

in local politics and various charities including the Tri-State Alliance.    

 

 

 

 

 







SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 

AIDS WALK 
VOLUNTEER MEETING 

 

Wednesday, Feb. 19 

7:30pm 

SIUC Newman Center 
715 W. Washington Street 

Carbondale, Illinois 

Pizza and soft drinks at meeting 
 

Questions? contact Wally at 812-480

-0204 or wallypaynter@aol.com  

www.CarbondaleAIDSWalk.com 








