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Mayor Winnecke Selects Kelley Coures 

to Head Evansville’s Economic Devel-

opment Efforts. See article on page 2.  

Donations Needed for Student 

Tickets for Civil Rights Dinner 
  The Mayor’s Annual Civil Rights Awards & Dinner will be held on Tuesday, Sept. 30. Tickets are 

$30 per person. Send a check to TSA, PO Box 2901, Evansville, IN 47728 and put civil rights dinner 

on the memo, or donate online at TSAGL.org. 

 

AIDS Holiday Project Rummage Sale 

is on Saturday Sept. 27 at 501 John St. 
  The 2nd annual AIDS Holiday Project Rummage Sale will be held on Saturday Sept. 27 

from 7am—2pm at 501 John Street in Evansville. A bag sale will conclude the event on 

Saturday from 2-3pm. We have many items, and additional donations are needed to help 

make the event a success. There will be a car wash and bake sale going on at the same 

time, and donated baked goods are also being sought. Please contact Amy Butler Julius 

at 812-618-5365 or amynwbrgh@aol.com to make a donation, or drop off your donation 

any Saturday night between 6:45pm—8pm at 501 John Street Suite 5. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sheriff Dave Wedding presented top  
fundraiser awards to Rose Young (1st Place) 
and Mike Duckworth (2nd place) at the 2014 
TSA Celebrity Dinner. 



Kelley Coures Named by Mayor 

Winnecke to Head Evansville’s 

Economic Development Efforts  
 EVANSVILLE, Ind. – Mayor Lloyd Winnecke is pleased to announce the appointment of Kelley Coures as 

the new Executive Director of the Evansville Department of Metropolitan Development (DMD). In his new 

role, Coures will lead an economic development team of 15 employees focused on revitalizing economically 

distressed areas of our city and job creation.  

 “I have every confidence in Kelley Coures’ skills and abilities to continue the positive progress that has been 

a hallmark of our administration,” said Mayor Winnecke. “Kelley’s strong background in finance makes him 

an ideal choice to spearhead our city’s multi-faceted economic development strategies.”  

 Mayor Winnecke said Coures, as Interim Director, has successfully worked with community organizations, 

including Memorial Community Development Cooperation, ECHO Housing, Jacobsville JoinIN, the Evans-

ville Housing Authority’s nonprofit housing entity Advantix Development Corp., and the Community Action 

Program of Evansville. He has worked closely with the Southwest Indiana Chamber of Commerce and the 

new Downtown Alliance to create a new vibrancy in the Downtown area. He will continue those efforts while 

playing a key role in the development of the Indiana University School of Medicine expansion in Downtown 

Evansville and the DoubleTree by Hilton hotel and convention complex.  

 Before joining the City of Evansville in August 2012 as the Community Development Coordinator in DMD, 

Coures worked for 31 years at American General Finance in various positions, including credit underwriting 

with a focus on real estate. In his initial role with the DMD, Coures worked to improve the city’s alignment 

with U.S. Housing and Urban Development policy. He also sought to expand programs to include assistance 

to local businesses, when possible through long dormant loan funds.  



Working with LGBT Youth is Topic of 

Tuesday, Sept. 16 PFLAG Meeting 
  TSA President and Youth Group Director / Founder Wally Paynter will discuss the TSA Youth 

Group at the Tuesday, Sept. 16 meeting of PFLAG (Parents, Families & Friends of Lesbians 

and Gays) at 7pm at the 1st Presbyterian Church, 609 SE 2nd Street in Downtown Evansville. 

The meeting is co-sponsored by the Tri-State Alliance. 

  The TSA Youth Group has served the region for 16 years, working with self-identified lesbian, 

gay, bisexual and transgendered youth...and their straight supportive friends. The group meets 

every Saturday night at 7pm at the TSA Offices, 501 John Street Suite 5 in Evansville. The 

group sponsors an annual Pride Prom, which has become the largest prom in the Tri-State. For 

more information about the youth group and how you can help make a difference, please attend 

this important and informative meeting on Sept. 16. 





 Anti-Racism Activist to Speak at Human 

Relations Commission Annual Dinner  

 

 (Evansville, IN) – The Evansville-

Vanderburgh County Human Relations 

Commission Annual Dinner will hold on 

Tuesday, September 30, at 7 p.m. at Old Na-

tional Events Plaza (formerly the Centre). 

The keynote speaker will be Tim Wise, a 

leading anti-racism writer and educator.  

 The 2014 Mayor’s Celebration of Diversity 

Awards will be presented at the Annual Din-

ner. The awards recognize businesses, organ-

izations and individuals that embrace and 

celebrate diversity.  

 Ticket donations are $30. Corporate spon-

sorships are also available. Please contact the 

Human Relations Commission at (812) 436-

4927 for additional information. To nomi-

nate an individual, organization for business 

for the Mayor’s Celebration of Diversity 

Awards, please visit 

www.evansvillegov.org/diversityawards.  

 Tim Wise is among the most prominent anti

-racism writers and educators in the United States. Recently named one of “25 Visionaries who are 

Changing Your World” by Utne Reader, Wise has spoken in all 50 states, on over 1,000 college and 

high school campuses, and to community groups across the nation. He has also lectured international-

ly in Canada and Bermuda on issues of comparative racism, race and education, racism and religion, 

and racism in the labor market.  

 Wise is the author of six books, including his most recent, Dear White America: Letter to a New Mi-

nority (City Lights Books), and White Like Me: Reflections on Race from a Privileged Son (recently 

updated and re-released by Soft Skull Press). He received the 2001 British Diversity Award for best 

feature essay on race issues, and his writings have appeared in dozens of popular, professional and 

scholarly journals. Wise has provided anti-racism training to teachers nationwide, and has conducted 

trainings with physicians and medical industry professionals on how to combat racial inequities in 

health care.  

 Wise has also trained corporate, government, entertainment, military and law enforcement officials 

on methods for dismantling racism in their institutions, and has served as a consultant for plaintiff’s 

attorneys in federal discrimination cases in New York and Washington State. In summer 2005, Wise 

served as an adjunct faculty member at the Smith College School for Social Work in Northampton, 

Massachusetts, where he co-taught a Master’s level class on Racism in the U.S. Wise graduated from 

Tulane University in 1990 and received anti-racism training from the People’s Institute for Survival 

and Beyond in New Orleans. Wise has appeared on hundreds of radio and television programs, is a 

regular contributor to discussions about race on CNN, and was featured in a segment on ABC’s 20/20 

in 2007.  



Same-sex couple breaks marriage 
barrier in Martin County, Indiana 

By Nate Smith Times Herald 6-26-2014 
 SHOALS — Twenty-five years after their first wedding ceremony, Tim 
Brown and Tracy Brown Salsman are now "married married." 
 The Loogootee couple made local history Thursday as they were the first 
same-sex couple to officially marry in Martin County. The two's marriage 
license was made official during a civil ceremony in Martin Circuit Court. 
 "Twenty-five years is a long time to wait," Salsman said. 
 They've been a couple for 26 years and even had an unofficial ceremony 
25 years ago, but this ceremony meant something to Brown and Salsman. 
Wednesday, a U.S. District Court Judge had issued a ruling ending the 
state's ban on same-sex marriage in Indiana. Martin County Clerk Julie 
Fithian, like many of her counterparts in other counties, decided to issue 
marriage licenses in the ruling's wake. Brown and Salsman were the first, and only one, issued to a same-sex couple. 
 They wanted to have this ceremony before a ruling is made on an appeal by the state attorney general asking for a stay 
on all same-sex marriages in the state while the case moves up to an eventual date at the U.S. Supreme Court. 
 Brown said he didn't even know about Wednesday's ruling by Judge Richard Young striking down the ban. In fact, friend 
Jamie Bell called Brown to tell him. "We were blown away," Brown said. "I just can't believe it." 
 Bell and her family served as witnesses for the ceremony. Her two sons carried American flags and helped the two get 
ready with flowers and rings. "We've been so happy for them," Bell said. 
 The road to Thursday's ceremony was long and symbolic in the gay rights movement. Brown recalled a story where he 
and Salsman lobbied legislators on rights for HIV patients. Congressmen wouldn't shake their hands. They are glad the 
courts intervened on their behalf and no lobbying needed. "It's nice not to see a congressman that didn't want to touch 
us," Brown said. 
 It has been fascinating that just a few months ago, Indiana legislators were debating whether to put the same-sex mar-
riage ban on the fall ballot. For many couples, it's hard to think this day would come. "It's almost not a real feeling to me," 
Salsman said. "It's like 'Really? What's the catch?'" "The catch is you have to help pay my student loans now," Brown 
joked. 
 During the ceremony, both Brown and Salsman both choked up with tears while Ellis performed the civil ceremony. She 

said afterward it was an honor to be a part of history. 
Sheriff Rob Streete and Assistant Prosecutor Dan Steiner 
were also there to witness the marriage. "My job is to up-
hold the law, regardless of what the law says and I'm 
pleased we could help these gentlemen," Ellis said. Due 
to the short time in planning and getting the ceremony 
together, there was no party or reception afterward. 
Streete even joked, "Did anyone bring any cake?" 
 But the two just wanted to head back to their Loogootee 
home to celebrate. "We are just going to go back home, 
open a bottle of wine. No big deal," Brown said. In a few 
months, Salsman said they hope to have a small ceremo-
ny on the stoop of the building they own in downtown Loo-
gootee. It is the same stoop where Robert Kennedy cam-
paigned from when he stopped in the city in 1968. "He 
was a champion of civil rights in his time," Brown said. 
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TSA August Pictures  
(picture to right then clockwise) 

 

WFIE’s Mike Blake interviews TSA President 

Wally Paynter about the Celebrity Dinner. 
 

Katie Watts was named by News4U as one of 

the 20 influential people in our region under 40. 

 

Casey Williams, Wally Paynter and Katie 

Watts at Wally’s Red Party, an HIV  

Prevention Fundraiser. 
 

Karen and Tammy Vaughn-Kajmowicz in  

Chicago for the federal appeals court hearing 

on Indiana’s same sex marriage lawsuit.  



380 Attend Celebrity Dinner 





TSA Presented Awards to Mayor Lloyd Winnecke 

and Sheriff Dave Wedding at the Celebrity Dinner 

 The Tri-State Alliance 

presented the Joseph 

Miller Humanitarian 

Award to both  Mayor 

Lloyd Winnecke and 

Sheriff Dave Wedding 

for all of their support 

and service to the    

Tri-State Alliance 

AIDS Holiday Project. 

 



Get the expanded TSA Newsletter by email. Sign up at 

www.TSAGL.org  

Cooks Needed for WIKY Extortion Breakfast 

 

   TSA volunteers will once again be doing a WIKY on Friday, Nov. 28 at 7:30am (the day after 

Thanksgiving). In exchange for the publicity, we provide those working at the station a free 

breakfast.  To volunteer to help provide an item, please contact Alex Kessler at 765-610-6130 

or kessler09@gmail.com. 



Online Assessment Project Measures 
Inclusivity of Tri-State Businesses 

pohl , 2011 USI graduate, have sent invitations to 
many area businesses. However, an invitation is 
not required to participate. “Any business, organi-
zation or group that provides services in Evans-
ville and the surrounding area may choose to par-
ticipate in this project,” said McKibban. Even fran-
chises or branches under a corporate umbrella 
can contribute. Multiple locations under the same 
company name will be considered individually. 
 Businesses scoring low on inclusivity won’t nec-
essarily be left out of the directory. Follow up inter-
views by McKibban and her team will be conduct-
ed and those who desire to be more inclusive will 
receive information and resources to assist them. 
 “There’s nothing necessarily unique about being 
LGBT inclusive,” said McKibban. “It’s actually 
about meeting the needs of the people you serve, 
and there is a community that happens to be part 
of that diversity. It really is as simple as that; it’s a 
business 101 concept.” 
 For more information, visit 
www.mapevansville.com , contact Dr. Amie 
McKibban at armckibban@usi.edu or 812-465-
1222, or follow on Twitter #MapEvansville. 

 A web-based community asset map has been 
launched through a project initiated by Dr. Amie 
McKibban, assistant professor of psychology at 
the University of Southern Indiana. The project ti-
tled “Map Evansville” encourages local business-
es, organizations and service providers to partici-
pate in an assessment questionnaire measuring 
inclusivity of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT) customers and employees. 
The goal is to build and maintain an ongoing 
online resource of these companies for the LGBT 
community and their friends and family. 
 The project received grant support from USI’s Col-
lege of Liberal Arts and Outreach and Engage-
ment. Additional sponsors include Echo Communi-
ty Health Care Clinic, Lampion Center, Youth Re-
sources, Vanderburgh Community Foundation, Tri-
State Alliance, Tri-State Safe Zone Initiative, the 
USI Center for Social Justice Education, and Gen-
der Warriors. 
 “Despite many positive changes in recent years, 
Americans who identify as LGBT continue to face 
discrimination in most public sectors and have less 
access to resources and protections,” said McKib-
ban. “As a result they have higher rates of mental 
and physical health difficulties, especially LGBT 
youth. Studies are beginning to show that inclusive 
policies decrease rates of mental and physical 
health visits and that the level of support LGBT 
individuals perceive greatly reduces such risks.” 
 Those included in the directory will receive a stick-
er that can be displayed at the business or organi-
zation. “We hope that finding a way to increase the 
visibility of a supportive community will help create 
a healthier community overall in the Evansville and 
surrounding area,” said McKibban. “Together, we 
can make a difference in the lives of our friends 
and family.” 
 McKibban and project assistant, Crystal Stelten-

http://www.mapevansville.com
mailto:armckibban@usi.edu
http://www.mapevansville.com/


TSA Office / 

Youth Group 

Needs Donations 
 

Coca-Cola products 

Bottled Water 
gently used computer / laptop  

 

To make a donation, contact 

Wally at 812-480-0204 or 

wallypaynter@aol.com. 

Owensboro  AIDS Walk 

Volunteer Meeting 

Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, 3pm 

Panera Bread 
4600 Frederica St. Owensboro 
Please help organize the Saturday, 

Oct. 25 Owensboro AIDS Walk 

www.OwensboroAIDSwalk.org 
 



For Sale: 

Split, seasoned firewood 
50% ash, 30% cherry, 20% oak and other hardwoods. Free delivery within Evansville. All pro-

ceeds are donated to the Tri-State AIDS Holiday Project. $95/pick-up load. Cash only 

please. Contact: Bruce Wright (812)422-9155, anbrwright@twc.com  

TSA Offers Educational 
Presentations 

 TSA volunteers Kelley Coures, Stephanie Decker and 
Wally Paynter are available to speak to classes and 
groups on the following LGBT and HIV topics. TSA re-
quests that you contact us as much in advance as pos-
sible to arrange for one of these presentations. 
 The following presentations are made by TSA VP Kel-
ley Coures, who can be reached at kcoures@aol.com 
Aging Issues in the LGBT Population of America 
Gay & Lesbian Images in American Film  
The Hidden Holocaust  
4000 Years of GLBT History  
 Stephanie Decker does a short presentation on Cyberbul-
lying. She can be reached at  
Decker-Stephanie@rvbh.com . 
 Wally Paynter gives presentations on Working with Di-
verse Populations and also Current Issues in the HIV / 
AIDS Pandemic. He can be reached at 812-480-0204 or 
wallypaynter@aol.com. 

Upcoming 2014 

PFLAG Meetings 
3rd Tuesday of month, 7pm, 1st Presbyterian 

Church, 609 SE 2nd St., Downtown Evansville 
 

      

 

Tuesday, Sept. 16 

Working with LGBTQ Youth 

 

 

Tuesday, Oct. 21 

Local Candidates’ Night at 7pm 
Reception begins at 6pm 

 

 

Tuesday, Nov. 18 

Regional HIV Update 
AIDS Holiday Project Discussion 

 

 

 

Tuesday, Dec. 16 Holiday Party  
 

Volunteer Social Media / Web Co-Chair Needed 
One of the co-chairs who coordinates TSA social media / web page has moved to Japan. A volunteer is needed 

to help TSA’s internet and social media presence and activism. If you can help, please contact Wally at 812-

480-0204 or wallypaynter@aol.com. 

https://us-mg5.mail.yahoo.com/compose?to=anbrwright@twc.com
mailto:Decker-Stephanie@rvbh.com


Where are the Watts? 
Weds 9/3- Open Mic at Deerhead (all ages) 8-11  

Weds 9/10- Holiday Inn (all ages) 6-10  

Fri 9/12- Legends Bar 8:30-11:30  

Sat 9/13- HAPPY BIRTHDAY, WHITNEY WATTS!  

Weds 9/17- Deerhead (all ages) 8-11  

Fri 9/19- Bokeh Lounge 10-1  

Sat 9/20- Carson's Brewery 6:30-9:30  

Weds 9/24- Holiday Inn (all ages) 6-10  

Fri 9/26- Stockyard Inn 9:30-12:30  
Sat 9/27- Congratulations to Mr. & Mrs. Cody Mangold (private party)  

Weds 10/1- Open mic at Deerhead (all ages) 8-11  

***EVERY THURSDAY IS KARAOKE 

WITH THE WATTS AT STOCKYARD*** 

  

facebook.com/musicbykatiewatts 
facebook.com/artbykatiewatts 

Airport Holiday Inn 
Wed., Sept. 10 & 24 

6-10pm 
All ages welcome 





  





 

Support a worthy cause & shop online at 

www.broadwaycares.org 

 

 





TSA Seeks Volunteers To 

Help Expand Services 
 

 The Tri-State Alliance is seeking volunteers to help us expand our services. To  

volunteer, please contact Wally Paynter at wallypaynter@aol.com or 812-480-0204. 

 A volunteer night will be held on Wednesday, May 28 at 5pm at the TSA Offices, 

501 John Street Suite 5 in Evansville. Volunteers will help make safer sex kits, assist 

with the mailing of the June Pride Edition of the TSA Newsletter, and talk about the 

potential volunteer positions in TSA. 

 Among some of the volunteer positions are: * AIDS Holiday Project Co-Chair * Arts 

and Theater Coordinator (help increase LGBT art and theater in our region) * Grant 

Writer * HIV Prevention Coordinator (find new locations for condom distribution and 

help coordinate HIV educational events) * Owensboro AIDS Walk Co-Chair * Re-

gional Gay/Straight Alliance Director (coordinate and support GSAs in the Tri-State 

and encourage / help new GSAs to form) * Social Media Coordinator * Southern IL 

AIDS Walk Chair and Co-Chair * Vincennes AIDS Walk Co-Chair. 



SAVE THE DATES: 
PFLAG / TSA Candidates Night, Tuesday, 

Oct. 21, 6pm Reception, 7pm Candidates Forum 

Owensboro AIDS Walk Sat. Oct. 25  

TSA Halloween Dance Saturday Oct. 25 

TSA Red Party, Friday, Nov. 21 

Southern IL AIDS Walk, Saturday, March 21, 2015 

Vincennes AIDS Walk, Saturday, March 28, 2015 

TSA Pride Prom Saturday, April 11, 2015 

TSA Pride Picnic Sunday, June 14, 2015 



In Remembrance: Ann Marie Kirtley (1930-2014) 
 

 The beautiful and beloved Ann Marie Kirtley died on her birthday in her home on August 2, 
2014, due to complications from a stroke she suffered in 2011. A private funeral service was 
held on August 4, 2014, in the Chapel of Remembrance at Alexander Memorial Park Ceme-
tery. Entombment followed at Alexander Memorial Park Mausoleum. 
 Ann, an Evansville native, was the daughter of Harry and Bettye Theuerkauf. She was proudly 
one of their fourteen loving and talented children. Ann was married fifty nine years to Claude 
"Kirt" Kirtley who passed in 2008. Together they had three children: Dr. George Kirtley of Indi-
anapolis, Indiana, and Claudette Branson and Keith Kirtley of Evansville, Indiana. Keith 
passed in 1993. 
Ann was a member of Salem United Methodist Church. Throughout her years of membership, 
she enjoyed volunteering for a variety of church activities, particularly the Christmas Bazar. 
 Upon her children reaching school age, Ann became an employee of Koch Label Company. 
With dedication and a strong work ethic, she served at Koch Label for thirty years. 
 All who knew Ann know that she treasured her family and close friends, treating them with the 
principles with which she was raised: selflessness, giving and grace. She loved them beyond 
measure, she treated them with compassion, she protected them, was loyal to them, and she 
gave without condition. For her beloveds, Ann was a champion for creating self-esteem and 
did all she possibly could to help them prosper and succeed. Ann personified devotion. 
 All who knew Ann know that her home was her castle. Like her mother and sisters, she was a meticulous housekeeper and an 
excellent cook. Coming from such a large family, Ann cooked big and often, so food was always plentiful for the many family and 
friends who frequented the Kirtley home, a.k.a. The Do Drop In. Plentiful too were huge humor and laughter, strong opinions, ani-
mated conversations, and love. In the warm months, Ann found great pleasure being outdoors planting and grooming her flowers 
and landscape, feeding the wildlife that flourished, and helping her husband, Kirt, tend to their vegetable garden. Around the home, 
there was no job too big to tackle. "Can't never could" was her oft heard phrase. With her sharp mind, high energy, and persever-
ance, Ann would accomplish. 
 All who knew Ann know that she was always willing to lend a helping hand to family and friends---from assisting them on home 
projects, to listening to them when troubled, to caring for them when ill. Most important of all was the graciousness that she and Kirt 
exemplified by opening the doors of their home to those in need of shelter and love. The Kirtley home was often a haven to family 
and friends in the transitions of their lives. These guests became a part of her care and love in the same way she provided for her 
own.  
In her passing Ann can look upon these words and know the truth of a life well lived. She was a true beauty, inside and out. She 
was deeply loved and greatly appreciated. Ann was a gift from God and now he has her back. She is in the company of Kirt and all 
of her loved ones, planning for the day when we shall meet again. 
 Ann is survived by daughter, Claudette Branson and son-in-law, Bix Branson of Evansville, Indiana; son, Dr. George Kirtley, 
daughter-in-law, Lori Kirtley, and grandchildren, Jordyn Byington (Matt), Austin Kirtley (Deana), and Jackson Kirtley, all of Indianap-
olis, Indiana; brother, Jack Theuerkauf (Sally) of Evansville, Indiana; sisters, Shirley Enani (Khalil) of Shreveport, Louisiana; Peggy 
Archuletta (Al) of Henderson, Nevada; beloved and adored special friends, Ed Hardesty and Glenn Killion (Curt) of Evansville, Indi-
ana. 
 Ann was preceded in death by her husband, Claude Kirtley, Jr., son, Keith Kirtley, and grand-daughter, Berkley Ann Branson; 
brothers, George, Harry, Carl, Charles and James Theuerkauf; sisters, Patty Theuerkauf, Evelyn Bolin, Mary McDaniel, Martha 
Overton and Bettye Santa Ana. 
 Ann's family extends deepest gratitude to the members of the Evansville medical community who worked toward the common goal 
of helping Ann live the most quality life possible: Dr. Chip Walsh and staff; Dr. Ashraf Ahmed; Dr. John Rodrigues; Health South 
Rehabilitation Hospital; St. Mary's Hospital; St. Mary's Rehabilitation Institute; St. Mary's Adult Mental Health Center; Signature, 
Good Samaritan, and Pine Haven Health and Rehabilitation Centers; Advanced Pain Clinic; Deaconess Hospital; Deaconess VNA 
Plus Home Care and Hospice.  
 The family also wishes to express their love and appreciation to the competent and compassionate individuals who aided them in 
caring for Ann during her challenging journey: Sonya Curry, Elizabeth Eades, Charlene Hunsaker, Kara Perkins, Sarah Richter, 
Diane Skillman, Lena Smith, Donna Steele, and Sharon Vincent.  

 Memorial contributions may be made to the TSA AIDS Holiday Project, PO Box 2901, Evansville, IN 47728 or to The 

Berkley Ann Branson Young Women of Promise Scholarship Fund, c/o YWCA, 118 Vine St., Evansville, IN 47708 -  



August 2014 Memorial Donations 
 

In Memory of Sam Ryan 
By the Ryan Family 

 

In Honor of Rev. J. Bennett Guess 
Jim and Glenda Guess 

 

In Honor of the Fine Work of TSA 
Jerry and Amy Walker 

 

In Memory of Ann Marie Kirtley 
Dr. and Mrs. Jay R. Beagle 

Kelley Coures & Malcolm Cook 
Arlene & Clifford Lauderdale 

Wally Paynter 
Harry & Debby Weatherholt 

 

In Memory of Paul Shappard 
Ann & Mike Shappard 



Keep up with us 

on FACEBOOK! 

 

‘Like’ the  

 

Tri-State 

Alliance  
 

and the  
 

Tri-State AIDS 

Holiday Project 





Appeals court calls Wisconsin, Indiana gay marriage bans into question 
 

   Chicago — A three-judge federal appeals panel on Tuesday closely questioned Wisconsin's and Indiana's bans on same-sex mar-
riage, with one judge calling parts of the states' arguments "absurd" and "ridiculous." "These people and their adopted children are 
harmed by your law," Judge Richard Posner said of gay and lesbian couples who are barred from getting married. "The question is, 
what is the offsetting benefit of your law. Who is being helped?" 
Wisconsin Assistant Attorney General Timothy Samuelson responded that society as a whole benefited by preserving marriage as it 
has long been defined. Posner pressed on, asking if anyone would be harmed if same-sex couples were allowed to be married. 
   "Frankly, we don't know if there is a harm," Samuelson said. Later, he said, the concept of marriage could be devalued by allowing 
same-sex marriage and lead to heterosexual couples deciding not to get married. During an hour and 40 minutes of arguments, Pos-
ner and the other judges on the 7th Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals panel repeatedly asked pointed questions of both sides but gave 
particular scrutiny to the officials defending the two states' policies. 
   Also hearing the case were Judges David Hamilton and Ann Claire Williams. Posner was appointed to the appeals court by Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan, Williams by President Bill Clinton and Hamilton by President Barack Obama. The couples who brought the 
cases faced skeptical questions, as well. The judges seemed suspicious of whether there is a fundamental right to marry and asked 
whether allowing same-sex marriage would open the door to the government sanctioning polygamy or incest — a possibility the cou-
ples' attorneys downplayed. Amid a wave of litigation nationally, eight same-sex couples in February sued to overturn Wisconsin's 
2006 amendment to the state constitution banning gay marriage and civil unions. U.S. Circuit Judge Barbara Crabb in Madison 
agreed with them in June and struck down the ban but stayed her decision to prevent couples from marrying while state officials pur-
sued their appeal. 
   Several hundred same-sex couples in Wisconsin married before Crabb issued her stay.  The Chicago-based appeals court consoli-
dated the case with one from Indiana, where a district court judge in June had ruled against that state's ban on same-sex marriage. 
 

Hearing attracts crowd 
 

   Tuesday's arguments drew so many people — many of them same-sex couples who were bused in from Wisconsin and Indiana — that the judg-
es moved the arguments to a larger courtroom. Among those attending were a retired Indiana Air National Guard staff sergeant in fatigues and a 
retired battalion chief for the Indianapolis Fire Department in uniform. The retired battalion chief, Ruth Morrison, said she wore her uniform Tues-
day to show she had served the public. She is among those who brought suit in Indiana in hopes of getting spousal benefits for the woman she 
married last year in Maryland. "We're just asking for them to fulfill their obligations to us, like they would any other first responder," Morrison said 
as she waited in line to get in the courtroom. 
   After the arguments, Wisconsin Attorney General J.B. Van Hollen issued a statement, arguing states should be the ones to decide policies on 
marriage, divorce and child custody. "I am increasingly concerned about the federal government's reach into, if not domination of, powers guaran-
teed to the states and the people in the 10th Amendment," his statement said. During oral arguments, Indiana Solicitor GeneralThomas Fisher 
contended there is a fundamental difference between same-sex and heterosexual couples that allows the government to treat them differently. 
"Opposite-sex couples make babies," he said. "Same-sex couples do not." 
   But Posner expressed skepticism of the idea that the states were trying to promote procreation. "You allow all these sterile couples to get mar-
ried," he said. "Why are you doing that if you're so interested in procreation?" Hamilton struck a similar tone, expressing doubt that Wisconsin de-
fined marriage as between opposite-sex people to encourage them to stay together if they have children. "I presume you're familiar with how that's 
been working out over the last 25 to 30 years," Hamilton said to Samuelson, the assistant attorney general. 
   He went on to cite statistics about out-of-wedlock births, saying Wisconsin's attempts to keep families together seem "pretty unsuccessful."  As 
Samuelson pondered a question about the rationale behind banning same-sex marriage, he noted he might not be able to answer because a yel-
low light had come on telling him his time was nearly up. But the judges made clear they expected a response. "It won't save you," Williams told 
him, drawing laughs from observers. 
 

Focus on adoption 
 

   Posner, who at times appeared to lecture the attorneys defending the bans, focused on the ability of same-sex couples to adopt children. He 
noted adopted children would benefit if their parents could claim the tax breaks and other perks of being married. "These children would be better 
off if their parents could marry, no? It's obvious," Posner said. After the arguments, Julaine Appling of Wisconsin Family Action noted the issue of 
same-sex marriage was likely to be ultimately determined by the U.S. Supreme Court. She said she heard tough questions for both sides Tuesday 
and wasn't reading too much into what the judges asked. 
   "I can't read the mind and heart of a Supreme Court justice or any other judge," she said.  Appling said men and women parent differently and 
children need both a father and mother.  "What you're seeing is fatherlessness. What has fatherlessness done in Milwaukee?" she asked, saying 
single-parent families had contributed to crime and a lack of direction among young people. 
   Litigation over same-sex marriage accelerated after the U.S. Supreme Court last year struck down the federal Defense of Marriage Act, which 
prevented the federal government from recognizing same-sex marriages. The 10th Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals in Denver has declared bans in 
Oklahoma and Utah unconstitutional. Last month, the 4th Circuit in Richmond struck down Virginia's same-sex marriage ban. 
   This month, the 6th Circuit in Cincinnati heard arguments in cases consolidated from Michigan, Ohio, Kentucky and Tennessee. The three-judge 
panel that heard the case has not yet ruled. Voters in Wisconsin added the ban to the state constitution in 2006 by a vote of 59% to 41%. Since 
then, public sentiment has shifted in Wisconsin and nationally. For instance, last month a Marquette University Law School poll showed 56% of 
Wisconsinites surveyed would vote to repeal the ban. 

http://www.jsonline.com/news/statepolitics/aclu-lawsuit-challenges-wisconsin-same-sex-marriage-ban-b99197217z1-243352101.html
http://www.jsonline.com/news/statepolitics/federal-judge-overturns-wisconsins-gay-marriage-ban-b99286138z1-262161851.html
http://www.jsonline.com/news/statepolitics/federal-judge-could-shed-light-on-gay-marriage-ruling-today-b99290237z1-263012721.html
http://www.journalgazette.net/article/20140626/LOCAL06/306269960
https://law.marquette.edu/poll/






Saturday, Sept. 27 is National 

Gay Men’s HIV Awareness Day 
Movie Jeffrey to be Shown at TSA Offices at 7pm 

   In honor of National Gay Men’s HIV 

Awareness Day, TSA has a variety of events. 

We have a rummage & bake sale occurring 

at 501 John Street from 7am—3pm at 501 

John Street, proceeds benefit the AIDS Holi-

day Project. 

   Then at 7pm TSA will show the movie Jef-

frey in our offices at 501 John Street Suite 5, 

with pizza and soft drinks being served. We 

will also make safer sex kits during the mov-

ie. Please stop by and show your support!  











Save the Date: 11th Annual 

Red Party 
Friday, Nov. 21, Tropicana Conference Center 
















