
TSA News 
August 2015  Volume 33 Issue 8 

 

TSA Celebrity Dinner 
Expects Record Crowd 
AIDS Holiday Project Benefit Slated for Sunday, Aug. 16  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured are the 2014 Celebrity Servers. See the back of the newslet-

ter for more information. To donate an auction item contact Wally at 

812-480-0204 or wallypaynter@icloud.com. For a ticket send $37.50 

to TSA Celebrity Dinner, PO Box 2901, Evansville, IN 47728 or visit 

www.Eventbrite.com and search TSA Celebrity Dinner. 

Auditions for the Rocky Horror Show  
 

will be held on Monday, Aug. 3 and Tuesday, Aug. 4 at 6pm at the 

Tri-State Alliance Offices, 501 John Street Suite 5 in Evansville. 

Performances will be held on Friday, Oct. 23 and Saturday, Oct. 

24 at Boogie Nights of Evansville. See article on page 3 for addi-

tional information. Tickets can be purchased online by visiting 

www.Eventbrite.com and searching Evansville Rocky Horror. 



 



ROCK HORROR SHOW AUDITIONS 

WILL BE HELD ON AUG. 3 & 4 
 

   Stage Theatre Actors of Greater Evansville (STAGE), in conjunction with Tri-State Alliance (TSA), 

is honored to announce open auditions for the production of “The Rocky Horror Show,” an iconic mu-

sical known to all.  The auditions are scheduled for Monday, August 3 and Tuesday, August 4 at 6pm, 

with Call Backs to be held on Wednesday, August 5, 2015 (time to be announced).  Auditions will be 

held at the office of TSA, located at 501 John St, Suite 5, Evansville, IN 47713 (directions are availa-

ble on TSA website, www.tsagl.org/). 

   Directing “The Rocky Horror Show” will be Sidney Shripka, a well-known Director and Actress.  

Ms. Shripka, who has directed “The Outsiders” at Civic Theatre and “The Complete Works of Wil-

liam Shakespeare (abridged)” with Civic Underground, is excited to present this fun, energetic show 

to Evansville and she welcomes all to audition for their favorite roles in this show that sparks so much 

fervor within its multitude of followers. 

   The performances, arranged by rights granted and secured from Samuel French, Inc., will take place 

at Boogie Nights in Evansville on Friday, October 23 and Saturday, October 24, 2015 – doors will 

open at 7pm, with show kicking off at 8pm.  Tickets will be available beginning August 15th and are 

$15 each. Proceeds from the show benefit TSA.    

   TSA is the primary social service and educational organization that serves the diverse gay, lesbian, 

bisexual and transgender communities of Southwestern Indiana, Western Kentucky and Southern Illi-

nois. TSA works to educate our own community through a monthly newsletter and guest speakers, en-

gages the media on relevant LGBT issues, and trains other public/social service organizations through 

a speakers bureau and diversity education. TSA also coordinates the regional LGBT Youth Group, the 

Tri-State AIDS Holiday Project, and HIV prevention education.  

   “The Rocky Horror Show” will mark STAGE’s 12th production in just over 3 ½ years, during which 

time the non-profit community theatre group has raised over $27,000 for local charitable organiza-

tions. For more information regarding auditions or the show, please visit STAGE on Facebook or 

TSA’s website (www.tsagl.org/), or email mditon.edwards@gmail.com. 



Hopkins County (KY) Pride 

Alliance Forms a New Group 
 

   We as the Hopkins County Pride Alliance stand firmly and collectively to promote the educa-

tion, fair treatment and welfare of the LGBTQAI community of northwestern Kentucky. We 

strive to bridge the many gaps in the greater community's understandings of who we are as 

people, why we are united and how we can and will reconcile our differences all the while ac-

knowledging our many similarities. That is our mission statement at the Hopkins County Pride 

Alliance, otherwise abbreviated as the HCPA. Our name may suggest that our reach falls only 

within Hopkins County but we strive to serve a wider and broader impact in the Western Ken-

tucky region and within the Tri State area.  

   Our goals are to create a dialogue between the LGBTQAI communities and the overall com-

munity that they live in, to provide a place for the LGBTQAI community to come together and 

to feel more connected, and to help sustain an environment of prosperity in the broader com-

munity that will benefit all those who live within it.  The HCPA was only formed formally a 

month ago when we had our first official meeting. Where we laid out our leadership and a plan 

to establish ourselves as an organization of change and charity. Since going more public with 

the group in the past week we have over 300 active profiles on our Facebook group and on July 

23 we launched our website to allow for a broader reach.  

   We have a plethora of goals and projects in mind that we will just need time to get together, 

to raise the funds, and to have volunteer support from. Our first steps are to get our name out 

into the community and into the Tri State region. We plan on participating in local festivals, 

such as having a presence at the August 14 Friday night Live event in Madisonville, KY and to 

represent the LGBTQAI community in a respectable manner.  

   Having only been active for a month we have the drive and momentum to propel us. In order 

for us to fully grow and make an impact, we will need the support of the communities of West-

ern Kentucky. Get involved with us by attending our weekly meetings, by contacting one of 

our board members, or volunteering at an event we’re hosting or participating in. Because of 

how fresh we are, there is plenty of room for us to grow and adapt to the people who want to 

make an impact with us. 

 

Want to talk? Then simply contact us. 

 

Web:   hopkinspride.com 

Email:  hello@hopkinspride.com 

Facebook:  facebook.com/groups/hopkinspride  

 

Cody Lander 

President, HCPA 

Cody.Lander@HopkinsPride.com 



 

Television host & political science 

professor to speak at Evansville Human 

Relations Commission Annual Dinner  
    The Evansville-Vanderburgh County Hu-

man Relations Commission Annual Dinner 

and Celebration of Diversity Awards will 

be hold on Thursday, September 3, at 7:00 

p.m. at Old National Events Plaza 

(formerly The Centre). The keynote speak-

er will be MSNBC political and social 

commentator Melissa Harris-Perry.  

    Melissa Harris-Perry is the Presidential 

Endowed Chair in Politics and International 

Affairs at Wake Forest University. There 

she is the Executive Director of the Pro Hu-

manitate Institute and founding director of 

the Anna Julia Cooper Center on Gender, 

Race, and Politics in the South. She is the 

host of Melissa Harris-Perry, which broad-

casts live on MSNBC on Saturdays and 

Sundays from 9AM to 11AM CST. She is 

the author of the award-winning Barber-

shops, Bibles, and BET: Everyday Talk and 

Black Political Thought, and Sister Citizen: 

Shame, Stereotypes, and Black Women in America. Harris-Perry received her B.A. degree in 

English from Wake Forest University in 1994 and her Ph.D. degree in political science from 

Duke University in 1999. She also studied theology at Union Theological Seminary in New York. 

Harris-Perry previously served on the faculty of the University of Chicago, Princeton University, 

and Tulane University.  

    The 2015 Mayor’s Celebration of Diversity Awards will be presented at the Annual Dinner. 

The awards recognize businesses, organizations and individuals that embrace and celebrate diver-

sity.  

    Ticket donations are $35 per person. Corporate sponsorships are also available. Please contact 

the Human Relations Commission at (812) 436-4927 for additional information. To nominate 

2for the Mayor’s Celebration of Diversity Awards go to www.evansvillegov.org/diversityawards. 

The deadline to nominate is August 17, 2015.  

  The TSA Youth Group needs donations to send youth group  

members to this event. Please send a check to the TSA Youth  

Group, PO Box 2901, Evansville, IN 47728 OR donate online at 

www.TSAGL.org. 



From the University of Evansville 





INTERNS NEEDED 
The Tri-State Alliance is seeking 2 interns for this summer 
and 2 interns for the fall. One intern will serve as a project 
manager for the AIDS Holiday Project and one intern will 
serve as a project manager for the TSA Youth Group / TSA 
Education & Outreach. Internships are for college credit only. 
For information contact Wally at wallypaynter@icloud.com or 
812-480-0204. 







 

Support a worthy cause & shop online at 

www.broadwaycares.org 

 

 



For Sale: Split, seasoned 

FIREWOOD 
Free delivery within Evansville. All proceeds are donated to the Tri-State 

AIDS Holiday Project. $95/pick-up load. Cash only please. Contact Bruce 

Wright (812) 422-9155, anbrwright@twc.com  

https://us-mg5.mail.yahoo.com/compose?to=anbrwright@twc.com


TSA Seeks Volunteers To 

Help Expand Services 
 

 The Tri-State Alliance is seeking volunteers to help us expand our services. To  

volunteer, please contact Wally Paynter at wallypaynter@aol.com or 812-480-0204. 

 Among some of the volunteer positions are: * AIDS Holiday Project Co-Chair * Arts 

and Theater Coordinator (help increase LGBT art and theater in our region) * Grant 

Writer * HIV Prevention Coordinator (find new locations for condom distribution and 

help coordinate HIV educational events) * Owensboro AIDS Walk Co-Chair * Re-

gional Gay/Straight Alliance Director (coordinate and support GSAs in the Tri-State 

and encourage / help new GSAs to form) * Social Media Coordinator * Southern IL 

AIDS Walk Chair and Co-Chair * Vincennes AIDS Walk Co-Chair. 



SAVE THE DATES: 

TSA Celebrity Dinner, Sunday, Aug. 16, 2015 

Rocky Horror Show, Oct. 23 and 24, 2015 @ 

Boogie Nights of Evansville 
TSA Halloween Dance, Saturday, Oct. 31, 2015 

Mr. Heavensville Competition, Friday, Nov. 20 

TSA Pride Prom 2016 Saturday, April 9, 2016 



Keep up with us 

on FACEBOOK! 

 

‘Like’ the  

Tri-State Alliance  

and the  

Tri-State AIDS 

Holiday Project 

TSA Offers Educational 
Presentations 

 TSA volunteers Kelley Coures, Stephanie Decker and 
Wally Paynter are available to speak to classes and 
groups on the following LGBT and HIV topics. TSA re-
quests that you contact us as much in advance as pos-
sible to arrange for one of these presentations. 
 The following presentations are made by TSA VP Kel-
ley Coures, who can be reached at kcoures@aol.com 
Aging Issues in the LGBT Population of America 
Gay & Lesbian Images in American Film  
The Hidden Holocaust  
4000 Years of GLBT History  
 Stephanie Decker does a short presentation on Cyber-
bullying. She can be reached at  
Decker-Stephanie@rvbh.com . 
 Wally Paynter gives presentations on Working with 
Diverse Populations and also Current Issues in the 
HIV / AIDS Pandemic. He can be reached at 812-480-
0204 or wallypaynter@aol.com. 

Remember TSA in 

Your Will By Wally Paynter 

     Making a difference in our community is important. 
TSA has worked to serve our community since 1980. To 
make a difference in our community, donations of time 
and money have always been very important. 
     One way to continue to make a difference is by re-
membering TSA in your estate planning. I choose to vol-
unteer for the 2 charities that are the most important to 
me and my life (TSA and the First Presbyterian Church of 
Evansville). As I prepared my will, I have included TSA, 
and my church in my estate planning. Though this will not 
be a lot of money, it will be my way to help make a differ-
ence in the future after I am gone. 
     I encourage you to consider the Tri-State Alliance as 
your prepare your estate. Our legal name is the  
Tri-State Alliance, Inc., our address is PO Box 2901, Ev-
ansville, IN 47728, and our Federal ID number is  
35-1636272. Whether you remember us in your will, life 
estate or in your life insurance, you can help us continue 
to make a difference. TSA has served our region for 36 
years, and your consideration will help us continue to 
make a difference into the future! Contact me at 812-480-
0204 or wallypaynter@aol.com for more information. 

mailto:Decker-Stephanie@rvbh.com


Get the expanded TSA 
Newsletter by email. Sign up at 

www.TSAGL.org  

Evansville Airport 
Holiday Inn 

The perfect location for a wedding, reception, party, fundraiser or other social event! To 
schedule an event, contact Ted Holmes at 812-867-7999 and tell him that Wally referred you. 



TSA Internships still open for Fall 2015 
 

Tri-State Alliance has openings for both programming and administration internships begin-

ning fall semester, 2015.  

 

The Youth Services Program Internship provides direct service experience with 

youth participating in the TSA Youth Group and TSA Young Adult Group. Depending upon the in-

tern's skills and background, these experiences may include, but are not limited to,: presenting work-

shops to the youth, supervising activities, leading support and discussion groups, presenting infor-

mation at speaking engagements, doing research on community services, attending events pertaining 

to outreach services, such as Gay/Straight Alliance meetings, creating and researching curricula to in-

crease services provided within the center, completing intakes, linking youth to additional resources in 

the community, aiding with LGBTQ-related activities outside of the center, assisting with youth com-

munication via social networking sites, and providing supervision during youth group hours. The Pro-

gram Intern is supervised by the TSA Youth Group Director. 

 

The Administration and Development Internship provides a hands-on experi-

ence while the student obtains a broad view of the multitude of tasks needed to sustain and grow a 

small non-profit. Depending on the focus of the intern, experiences can be concentrated in specific ar-

eas such as marketing and social media, data and donor management, fiscal oversight, grant research 

and writing, and fundraising event management. The fall intern will assist with the Mr. Heavensville 

fundraiser along with fundraising for the AIDS Holiday Project. The summer intern will help with the 

TSA Celebrity Dinner. This intern is supervised by the TSA Board President / CEO. The Tri-State Al-

liance offers three internship terms per year: fall semester, spring semester, and summer semester. In-

ternships are between 10 and 20 hours per week. The purpose of the internship program is to provide 

professional work experience related to a student's field of study or future career.  

 

Internships are unpaid and must be credit-earning if the person is under the age of 25. Openings are 

limited to one intern per position per term. The Tri-State Alliance will complete all school forms and 

submit reports and evaluations as needed. Individuals interested in an intern position should complete 

an application obtained by email request (see below).  

 

Applications are due: • December 15th for the spring semester - May 1st for the summer session • 

Aug. 15th for the fall semester. Contact us for an Internship application or to see if our deadlines have 

been extended. Requirements: Each intern must have a valid driver's license in good standing, have 

their own reliable transportation, and pass a background check. Administration Interns must be en-

rolled in an accredited school and have enough credits to minimally qualify as an undergraduate level 

junior. Preference will be given to Master's/Graduate level students. The intern must maintain the con-

fidentiality of youth attending activities at the Tri-State Alliance and exhibit appropriate boundaries 

with youth. Interns must possess excellent writing skills and exceptional interpersonal communication 

skills with youth and adults. Familiarity with Microsoft Word, Excel, and Outlook is necessary.   

 

For more information contact TSA President Wally Paynter 

at 812-480-0204 or wallypaynter@icloud.com. 









Get the expanded 

TSA Newsletter 

by email Sign up 

at TSAGL.org 

 

you can also 

Follow Tri-State 

Alliance on 

Twitter 

@tsaglbt   

St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal Church 

PO Box 173 
512 Granary Street 

New Harmony, IN 47631 
812-682-4604  

newharmonyststephens@gmail.com 

Worship at 10am SUNDAY 
 

A congregation of the Episcopal Diocese of  
Indianapolis www.Indydio.org. A community of 
believers with minds that think, hearts that wel-
come and hands that serve all of God’s People. 








