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School Bullying Remains a Focus 
of Tri-State Alliance’s Efforts 

   The Tri-State Alliance held a candlelight vigil outside of an Evansville Vanderburgh 
School Board meeting, and a town hall meeting attended by 88 people, to shine a light on 
bullying and the treatment of LGBTQ students at the Evansville Vanderburgh School Cor-
poration. We have scheduled the movie Bullied to be shown at St. Lucas United Church 
of Christ, 33 West Virginia Street in Evansville at 630pm on Thursday, Feb. 16, with a 
discussion about bullying to follow. TSA asks you to write the school board, asking 
them to instruct Dr. Smith to provide a training to ALL EVSC teachers, social work-
ers, counselors and administrators on working with LGBT students (we have been 
asking him to do this since he took the position of superintendent): 

 

EVSC Board President Andrew Guarino at andrew.guarino@evsck12.com 

EVSC Board VP Rance Ossenberg at rance.ossenberg@evsck12.com 

EVSC Board Secretary Chris Kiefer at christopher.kiefer@evsck12.com 

EVSC School Board Member Mike Duckworth at mduckworthsr@gmail.com 

EVSC School Board Member Paul Gamblin at pastorterry@sigecom.net 
EVSC School Board member Karen Ragland at kragland@twc.com 

EVSC School Board member Jeff Worthington at jeffworthing-
ton@hotmail.com 

 

And send a copy of your email to EVSC Superintendent David Smith at 

David.Smith@evsc.k12.in.us and to TSA at 3statealliance@gmail.com 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

See page 2 for additional information 



THINK PINK PRODUCTIONS 
PRODUCES “FALSETTOS” 

FOR EVANSVILLE AUDIENCE 
   Evansville, Indiana – Think PINK Productions will present 
“Falsettos,” a musical about love, family and homosexuality on the 
weekend leading up to Valentine’s day as part of their 2016-2017 sea-
son. 
   “Falsettos” focuses on a small family in New York in 1979 and 1981.  
When the father comes out as bisexual and divorces his wife, the fami-
ly extends to include the father’s lover, the wife’s new husband, and the 
child’s godparents (who are also the lesbians from next door). 
   Kensington Blaylock Eck, Think PINK’s Artistic Director says “Even 
though ‘Falsettos’ originally opened on Broadway in 1992, the themes 
continue to prove relevant and hit close to home, especially in Indiana.  
At a time when LGBT rights and liberties are at risk and young people 
are afraid to come out for fear of being bullied or punished, a show that 
features not just one but several gay men and women as prominent 
characters is the kind of representation for which we are desperate in 
this community.  Evansville needs to be exposed to material that fea-
tures LGBT characters so that we can serve that community by giving 
them a voice on stage.  In addition, the gay community is a vital part of 
every aspect of theatre and should be celebrated with this kind of 
thought-provoking, raw and heart-felt material.” 
   Think PINK Productions offers shows that are similar to the off-
Broadway experience you would have in New York by producing chal-
lenging, under-produced and new theatre works.  Think PINK has also 
pledged to be a safe space in the community for marginalized voices in 
challenging times, and “Falsettos” is an example of our commitment to 
that pledge. 
   “Falsettos” will play Friday, February 10th and Saturday, February 
11th at 7:30 pm and Sunday, February 12th at 2:00 pm at Studio 321, 
located at 321 N. Congress behind Eastland Mall in Evansville.  Tickets 
for this production are $15 and may be purchased at the door or by 
calling 812-456-8719 after February 1st.   
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EVENT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
The Tri-State Alliance is looking for volunteers to help with the August 
2017 TSA Celebrity Dinner and the Nov. 2017 Mr. Heavensville Com-
petition. If you want to serve on one of these volunteer committees, 
contact Wally Paynter at wallypaynter@aol.com 812-480-0204. 

 

 
 

 



Tri-State Alliance members and volunteers have been out in force this January, at the Uni-
versity of Evansville Martin L. King Jr. Day March, the Inauguration Day Rally that promoted 
inclusiveness, the UE Hate Crimes Panel Discussion, a welcome reception for County Com-
missioner Ben Shoulders, and many other civil rights events in our region. 



Nate McDix will be the guest speaker at this Saturday’s (Feb. 4) 
Tri-State Alliance Youth Group meeting. All those under age 21 
are welcome and encouraged to attend. The TSA Youth Group 
meets EVERY Saturday at 7pm at the TSA Offices, 501 John 
Street Suite 5 in Evansville. 

Letter to the Editor 
 

   Thomas B. Langhorne reported that there was "no joy" at the Four 
Freedoms Monument on the afternoon of Donald J. Trump's inaugu-
ration as the 45th president of the United States. Langhorne was 
wrong. There was joy. 
   There was joy when I heard voices all around me joining in County 
Councilwoman Stephanie Terry's soaring rendition of "America the 
Beautiful." The estimated 400 people who encircled the Four Free-
doms may not believe in Trump's America - but we believe in Ameri-
ca. We believe in the America represented by the people of all ages, 
races, faiths, and gender identities who gathered at the Four Free-
doms Friday afternoon to share our common vision of what we 
should and can be. 
   There was joy in the applause and cheers for each speaker who in 
different and eloquent ways affirmed our common beliefs in peace, 
equality, inclusion, affordable health care, every child's right to the 
best possible free public education, and the need to care for the 
planet we will leave our children and grandchildren. 
   There was joy and gratitude when a young Muslim-American wom-
an quietly and gently urged me closer to the front when she saw I 
was having difficulty hearing the first speaker. 
   There was joy when I looked into the eyes of the African-American 
woman standing beside me and we both smiled. I didn't know her, 
but I knew in that moment that we were sisters in love and resolve. 
   There was joy when 312 of us (counted as we entered the library) 
walked or rode in baby carriages and wheel chairs from the Four 
Freedoms to Central Library's already crowded Browning Room. 
There was joy in knowing we were not alone in Trump's America. 
 

Sandra Hoy, Evansville 



Tri-State Alliance hosts anti-bullying 
vigil outside EVSC Headquarters 

By Lauren Artino, 14news.com 
 

   More than a dozen supporters and members of the Tri-State Alli-
ance met Thursday night to shine a light on bullying. They say bully-
ing is very much alive within EVSC and it needs to be addressed. 

   All of this comes after the suicide of 15-year-old Roman Kellough, 
the openly bisexual teen who shot and killed himself in front of Cen-
tral High School last week. 

   We talked with a social worker tonight whose helped teens and 
adults who've been bullied.  

   "They need to educate the teachers, they need to educate the 
counselors. And from my experience, when they've talked to profes-
sionals in those situations, they would like to have the training but if 
it's not offered, can you afford to go and have somebody to train you 
in LGBT issues? They need to start with training,” says Social Work-
er, Paul Mefford. 

Candlelight Vigil Planned to Raise 
Awareness for Bullying 

By Abbey Doyle, Evansville Courier & Press 
 
   A local group that provides support and advocacy for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender youth is having an anti-bullying candlelight 
vigil Thursday ahead of the Evansville Vanderburgh School Corp. 
school board meeting. 

   Wally Paynter, president of Tri-State Alliance and director of TSA’s 
youth group, said the vigil is in response to the district’s downplaying 
of bullying as an issue within schools. 

   The goal, he said, is to publicize that bullying, including the target-
ing of LGBT students, is a problem at EVSC schools. He also wants 
to encourage the public to reach out to the school board to instruct 
EVSC Superintendent David Smith to take action in addressing bully-
ing in the schools. 



Anti-Bully Message At Town Hall Meeting 
By Stuart Hamnmer, Tri-State Homepage.com 

 

   It's a growing concern for parent's of some students at Tri-State 
schools, and a problem acknowledged by school leaders. Bullying. 
What's being done? 
If you ask some local leaders, they aren't too sure. 
   There are many questions with very few answers, but one solu-
tion presented at Thursday's town hall meeting could go a long 
way. 
   Tri-State Alliance and other members of the LGBT community 
gathered at Saint Lucas Church in Evansville to try to get a handle 
on the problem and begin crafting a plan to fix it. 
   The message against bullying came out of the discussion in three 
steps: 
   First, act calm and confident. If a bully doesn't get a reaction 
sometimes it's enough for them to quit. 
   If that doesn't work parents should document the problem by 

date, and then go to school leaders. Officials say it's important to work up the chain of command until something positive happens. 
   Evansville City Council President, Missy Mosby highlighted the role of the civil rights ordinance passed last year, which expanded protections 
and enforcement against discrimination. 
   Mosby made it clear, she doesn't have all the answers. but adds it's her job is to serve everyone and inclusion may be the key to combat bully-
ing. 
   “I took my oath of office for each and every one of you,” she says, “I don't care if you're purple, green, black, white, I don't care who you choose 
to marry, I don't care what you want to do.” 
   Former mayor of Henderson, Joan Hoffman says she was bullied while in office and understands the pain a few words can cause. 
   “ You know, mayor,'” she recalls a bully once saying. “'Most mayors, when they go out of office, the community will name something really nice 
for them. But for you, they'll name that outhouse down there at the park after you.'” 
   Dakota Root is a Tecumseh High School student, and didn't come out to his parents until recently. Roop says bullying often stems from people 
who just don't understand. 
   “The thing about being this age and being a part of the LGBT community is lots of people think we're just not old enough to know what we want.” 
   Thursday's town hall discussion comes in the wake of a former Central High School student's suicide. 
   EVSC Superintendent Dr. David Smith said last week, “we must do better for our kids.”  People at the meeting echo that point. 





For Sale: Split, seasoned 

FIREWOOD 
Free delivery within Evansville. Proceeds donated to 

TSA Holiday Project. $95/pick-up load.  
Cash only please. Contact Bruce Wright 

(812) 422-9155 OR anbrwright@twc.com  

https://us-mg5.mail.yahoo.com/compose?to=anbrwright@twc.com


Jan. 20, 2017 was a 

busy day, as TSA 

Youth Group mem-

ber Skylar Julian was 

one of 5 speakers at 

the local diversity 

rally and TSA Presi-

dent Wally Paynter 

served on panel to 

talk about hate 

crimes legislation on 

the UE Campus. 



Thursday, March 16, 6:30pm 
St. Lucas United Church of Christ 
33 West Virginia Street, Evansville 

 

Co-sponsored by Rainbow Catholic Interfaith 
Coalition and the Tri-State Alliance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anthony Wyatt, Guest Speaker 
National Black HIV / AIDS Awareness Day 

7pm on Tuesday, February 7, 2017, 
 

Pagliais Pizza 
509 S. Illinois Avenue, Carbondale 



Kelley Coures, Executive Director of the City of Evansville De-
partment of Metropolitan Development, representing the City of 
Evansville and Evansville Mayor Lloyd Winnecke who was out 
of town, spoke at the Interfaith Rally of Support on the Universi-
ty of Evansville campus on Jan. 31, 2017. Kelley was one of sev-
eral Tri-State Alliance leaders and members in attendance at this 
event, protesting Donald Trump’s travel ban on those coming 
from 7 predominantly Moslem countries. 



“BEADS OF PRIVILEGE” EVENT - FEB. 28 
BRIDGE (Building Respect & Integrity in Diverse Greater Evansville) presents 
“Beads of Privilege”, an interactive program helping all participants understand 
privileges some of us may take for granted because of the demographic groups of 
which we are part, for others to be able to share how their experience may differ 
and for all to learn from each other.  Sponsored in part by the NAACP Evansville 
Branch, the event will take place at the C.K. Newsome Center from 6:00 to 7:30 
PM on February 28, 2017.  In keeping with this being “Fat Tuesday”, light snacks 
with an international flair will be provided.  Because this is a participatory event 
and the program has several parts, it will be necessary to arrive on time (by 6:00 
PM). Participation will be limited to the first 125 people who arrive.  Children 8 and 
over are welcome to participate.  You are urged to take part in this meaningful 
learning experience. If you have questions, email easyjoe1947@gmail.com or call 
812-431-3248.  

mailto:easyjoe1947@gmail.com


reACT to Bullying Presents 
 

Our Families: 
Our Community 

 

Friday, Feb. 24, 7pm 
Arts Council of Southwestern Indiana 

318 Main Street Suite 101, Evansville 
 

What exactly is bullying? What should we be telling our children? What signs should we look for? Is there any way to be proactive? reACT 
to Bullying: "Our Families: Our Community" is an event whose mission is to inform, equip, and inspire. Held at The Arts Council of South-
western Indiana on the evening of Friday, February 24 from 7-9 pm, the night will include Evansville native Matt Hart, founder of reACT to 
Bullying, as well as experts and members of community organizations including Youth Resources, Tri-State Alliance, and Youth First, Inc.  

 

Join us as we explore a topic which will face 1 in 3 school-aged children. Audience members of all ages are welcomed, with particular inter-
est paid to recommendations for parents, adults, and leaders of our community who deal with youth. Hosted by Ms. Mary Allen (Sixth Street 
Soapery/Haynie's Corner Arts District) with entertainment provided by Ms. Kensington Blaylock (Think PINK Productions), the night will pre-
sent powerful first-hand accounts, as well as best-practice advice. Tickets are $10 and are limited. Your RSVP will be confirmed by message 
or email.  

 

RSVP online at https://www.facebook.com/events/245610465878616/ 
OR email Matt Hart at  reacttobullying@gmail.com 

 

https://www.facebook.com/events/245610465878616/?acontext=%7B%22ref%22%3A%22106%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22null%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/events/245610465878616/?acontext=%7B%22ref%22%3A%22106%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22null%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/events/245610465878616/?acontext=%7B%22ref%22%3A%22106%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22null%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/events/245610465878616/?acontext=%7B%22ref%22%3A%22106%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22null%22%7D




Sponsor the March 25 
Southern IL AIDS Walk 

 
Sponsors are needed for the Southern Illinois AIDS Walk. For only $100 you can get YOUR group’s name 
on the walk t-shirt. Please support this IMPORTANT community charity event! Sponsorship levels are 
$1,000 Presenting Sponsor, $500 Supporting Sponsor, $250 Publicity Sponsor, $100 T-shirt sponsor. 

 

To sponsor the walk contact Walk Chair Wally Paynter at 812-480-0204 or wallypaynter@aol.com. The 
fiscal sponsor of our walk is the Tri-State Alliance, Federal ID # 35-1636272 (this is the information 
needed by the SIUC Accounting Office). 
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